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Introduction  
by Elliott Masie 
 
For the past year, I have asked tens of 
thousands of people at my conferences 
and speeches a provocative question: 

“Who is your most memorable 
teacher (or trainer)?” 
 
I ask them to think about that person for a 
few minutes and then turn to their neighbors 
to share a story about him or her.  It is almost 
impossible to get the audience to stop this 
exercise!  As they recall their most 
memorable teachers, strong recollections 
and even stronger opinions about teaching 
start flowing. 

 
My most 
memorable 
teacher is clearly 

Mrs. Ham.  

She was my third 
grade teacher at 
Public School 173 

in New York City.  Mrs. Ham was demanding 
and kind.  She truly reached out to me and 
the other children in a very personalized and 
compelling way.  But, what I remember most 
about Mrs. Ham is that she asked 
“unanswerable questions.” 

For instance, one of the first days of the 
school year she went to the blackboard at 8 
a.m. and wrote this question: 
 
“What would it feel like to eat peanut butter 
on the moon?” 
 
Now, she didn’t ask for our answers right 
away.  In fact, it wasn’t until 10 minutes 
before the dismissal bell at 2:30 p.m. that she 
even brought up the question.  And even 
then, she didn’t solicit a “right” answer.  She 
just wanted to provoke us to think creatively 
and stretch our thinking.  To be honest, for 
the past 48 years, I have been thinking about 
what a zero-gravity peanut butter eating 
experience would be like! 
 
The mere memory of Mrs. Ham makes me 
think of my own skills and beliefs as a trainer 
and teacher.  That’s what this free digital 
book is all about. 
 
We wanted to give our colleagues (and 
readers) around the world an opportunity to: 
 

• Honor those teachers that stand out 
in their memory. 

• Share the common characteristics of 
these memorable teachers. 

• Reflect about current teaching 
practices relative to our educator role 
models. 
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I solicited contributions to this book via our 
TRENDS newsletter (free subscriptions at 
http://www.masie.com/trends).  Almost 
800 people shared in-depth stories about 
their teachers.  Most gave us permission 
to use their names and the names of their 
teachers; others wanted to be anonymous 
and some shared just the characteristics 
of their memorable teachers. 
 
Brooke Thomas, my editor for this book, 
and I reviewed the contributions and 
compiled a few statistics and 
observations. 
 
Here are the statistical results of the 
prominent characteristics of most 
Memorable Teachers from this unscientific 
sample: 
 
- Unconventional/Creative  (19%) 
- Inspiring/Motivational  (16%) 
- Committed to Students (13%) 
- Challenging (11%) 
- Told Great Stories/Entertaining (11%) 
- Passionate About Content (9%) 
- Practical (6%) 
 
Of course, not all of our Memorable 
Teachers were remembered fondly.  A few 
contributors remember teachers who were 
mean, abrasive or arrogant. 
 
But, the real data for us about Memorable 
Teachers came from the detailed stories 

that poured in from over 40 countries 
around the world.  Let us summarize and 
comment on some of the most powerful 
characteristics about the Your Most 
Memorable Teachers: 
“They Were Demanding of Us”  Very few 
of our most Memorable Teachers were 
easy on us.  They were not the ones that 
gave us an easy “A” or allowed us to sit 
passively in the back of their classrooms.  
They asked a lot of us.  In fact, they 
demanded that we work in their classes.  
Like Mrs. Ham, they often asked us to do 
assignments that were not simple.  They 
stretched our thinking, had high standards 
and prompted us to work much harder 
than we imagined we could.   Another of 
my favorite teachers, Dr. Rehburg, 
actually flunked me in my first Statistics 
course.  He said that one of the most 
dangerous people in the world is a student 
who gets a “C” in Statistics.  Guess what? 
I took his class again the next semester 
and got an “A”. 
 
“They Were Highly Accessible!”  These 
teachers made themselves available to 
us.  They often came early, stayed late, 
worked with us after school and gave out 
clear signals that their doors were open 
when we needed help or assistance.  
Many of our Memorable Teachers went 
out of their way to let us know that they 
were there for us.     
 

http://www.masie.com/trends
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“They Were Passionate About Their 
Content”  These teachers LOVED what 
they taught.  Over and over again, people 
wrote about the passion that their 
Memorable Teachers had for content.  
Whether it was a football coach who 
totally loved the game, a Math teacher 
excited about proving a complicated 
formula or a corporate trainer who 
became emotional talking about the core 
values of the company, Memorable 
Teachers and passion go together.  No 
one wrote in about a teacher who came 
into the room, read from old notes and 
rarely changed his or her tone of voice. 
 
“They Were Different or Creative”  Most 
Memorable Teachers possessed 
something unique that stood out about 
them.  I remember Mr. Sterling, my high 
school teacher, started one class from a 
slumped position in the corner, shouting 
the words of Shakespeare to a confused 
class.  He was a bit strange and an 
awesome teacher.  People remember 
teachers who allow themselves to be a bit 
more creative or one standard deviation 
from the norm.  Teaching is about creating 
change and it seems to work a bit better 
when we dare to expose our creativity or 
personality. 
 
“They Were Great Storytellers”  Our most 
memorable teachers didn’t need to be funny.  
In fact, some of them were far from 

humorous.  But, many contributors point to 
their teachers’ ability to hold their interest with 
a story.  The role of the teacher is to create 
learning activities through voice, visuals and 
teaching tools.  The story is such a powerful 
human device for facilitating learning.  The 
story has a unique ability to convey content, 
context, imagination and motivation.  Stories 
might be about engineering approaches, 
management processes or health 
procedures.  Our brains seem to accept 
storytelling in a very powerful way.  Many of 
your Memorable Teachers were great story 
tellers. 
 
“They Added Context and Relevance to 
Content”  Our most memorable teachers 
went way beyond “Just the Facts!”  Actually, 
the role of a great teacher is to take the 
curriculum and enrich it with the art of 
instruction.  The curriculum contains the 
content of the class.  The instructor helps to 
teach the CONTENT and then adds a dose 
of CONTEXT.  For example, the content 
might be the steps needed to operate a new 
piece of software.  The teacher sweetens this 
with how the software REALLY works, 
beyond the phrases in the manual or on the 
PowerPoint slide.  Many of your most 
Memorable Teachers were masters at 
adding context.  
 
“They Believed in My Ability to Learn”  You 
described hundreds of teachers, at all levels, 
who believed that their learners would, in 
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fact, learn.  While they might have been 
tough graders and demanded close to 
perfect performance, they also 
communicated to you their belief in your 
success.   
These are just a few of the lessons about 
great teaching that we gleaned from your 
stories about Memorable Teachers.  We 
could stop here and leave this book as a cool 
honoring device for these individuals, but The 
MASIE Center has an additional objective.  
We would like to invite you to reflect on 
current teaching practices relative to these 
Memorable Teachers.  Ask yourself a few of 
these probing questions: 
 
Classroom Trainers & Teachers:  How does 
your teaching style compare with that of your 
most Memorable Teacher?  When I think 
about Mrs. Ham, I raise myself to a higher 
standard as a trainer. 
 
Training Managers:  Are you hiring and/or 
developing the next generation of Memorable 
Teachers?  Does your training staff consist of 
people who share the characteristics of these 
Memorable Teachers? 
 
e-Learning Designers:  Are we creating e-
Learning that has the same characteristics of 
Memorable Teachers: e-Learning that is 
demanding, provides access to expertise, 
tells great stories, expresses belief in the 
learner’s ability to succeed, etc.? 
 

Use these stories and your personal 
memories of great teachers as your “Gold 
Standard” for what learning can become.  
Add intensity, personalization and creativity 
to your learning programs.  Make each 
learning session a memorable one for your 
learners. 
 
I would like to suggest one additional 
personal activity.  Try to find your most 
Memorable Teacher and thank them.  A year 
ago, I reached out to one of my Memorable 
Teachers, Dr. Rehburg, the Statistics teacher 
I mentioned earlier, as he was retiring from 
Harpur College.  I wanted to let him know 
that he was one of my most Memorable 
Teachers and that his teaching led me to my 
current career, which focuses on the future of 
learning.  It felt so good to say “thank you” 
and let him know that he succeeded with this 
very challenging student. 
 
We hope that you enjoy this free Digital 
Book.  It is sponsored by our new event, 
Learning 2005, to be held in Orlando, Florida 
from Oct 30 to Nov 2.  Please check out our 
website at www.learning2005.com 
 
Yours in learning, 

 
 

Elliott Masie 
CEO & President 
The MASIE Center 
Learning CONSORTIUM 
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Chapter One 
“I never worked so hard or learned so 
much as I did in her class!” 
 

Helen Nakano taught me History and 

English at a Dept. of Defense high school 
in Japan.  She was a real task master, 
constantly driving us to think and get 
engaged.  She had little patience with 
mental laziness or sloth.  In the 1990's, at 
a high school reunion, one of my 
classmates told her (all 5'3" to his 6' heft) 
that he'd not made it into Princeton or 
some other Ivy League school because 
she gave him a B in an English course. 
Without skipping a beat, she replied, "But 
you earned a B, not an A."  I particularly 
remember her, a second generation 
Japanese American, teaching us the U.S. 
Civil War; talk about fair-minded!  Today, 
she is a community activist in Honolulu.  I 
consider her a good friend. 

-Contributed by Barbara Green Smith 
 

Daniel Friedman loved the subject 

(Computer Science) and cared about 
passing that enthusiasm on to his students. 
He made us work really hard, but 
continuously encouraged us and made us 
feel like we had accomplished something 
worthwhile when the work was completed. 

-Contributed by Gail Helsel Pranitis 
 

Mr. Murphy raised the bar on what 

students in his high school English 
classes should be able to do, and he 
spent lots of energy and time getting each 
student to a new level of performance. 

___ 
 

Dr. Elise Goodman was my Art 

History teacher and Art History was an 
elective I chose to take my second year in 
college.  I knew nothing about art or 
architecture, and she had this abrasive 
personality and was so hard on everyone.  I 
nearly dropped the class the first week, but I 
stuck it out and over the coming weeks, I 
found her to be quite engaging.  She was so 
inspired by art and its impact on today's 
world and for a few of us, that message 
actually came through.  I started to look 
forward to her classes and art became a true 
passion for me.  I took a year of her courses 
and art is still a passion for me today.  It was 
the way she opened my eyes: by not caring 
about the prejudices [that] I (or anyone) 
brought to the course or the subject, by not 
caring about what anyone thought of her 
personality (which some of us came to love), 
she just taught her way, [with] her rules, and 
it worked.  She made me reach beyond what 
I knew and look for what I didn't know in the 
ancient and the historical.  She was amazing.   

-Contributed by Cary D. Harlow 
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Mrs. Gladys Poland had such high 

expectations for all her second grade 
students.  She loved to read and 
encouraged her students to be passionate 
about books and reading.  She challenged 
everyone to do his/her best work.  Forty-
some years later, I can still hear her urging 
students to "read aloud, with expression!" 

-Contributed by Edie Downing 
 

Howard Johnson had very high 

standards and held us to them, being 
unwilling to settle for mediocrity.  Also, he 
took the time and made the effort to offer 
topics that we would never have otherwise 
had the opportunity to learn...teaching a 
group of grade school students the Russian 
language, culture, music and dance. 

___ 

 
In the stolid world of Advanced 

Shakespearean studies, Dr. Edward 
Sullivan wanted to know what I thought 

of the plays, derived directly from the 
plays themselves.  He challenged my 
dependence on the opinions and analysis 
provided by "experts."  The plays came 
alive: I found my own voice when it came 
to literary review and thought by 
supporting my own opinions linked to the 
direct lines of the plays. 

-Contributed by Christopher Webb 
 

When I was a beginning teacher working 
in a small Catholic school on the north 

coast of Oregon, Sister Catherine 
Biehl, F.S.E. was my master teacher. 

At that point, she had been teaching since 
the year of my birth.  In her firm, quiet, 
perceptive way, she taught me almost 
everything important I know about 
teaching, classroom control and 
individualized instruction.  Sister Catherine 
was my master teacher for 11 years.  We 
met weekly to go over lesson plans, 
discuss students and how best to 
approach their learning needs, plan 
longer-term projects and laugh.  She had 
(and still has) a quiet, ironic sense of 
humor and we always found lots of things 
to laugh about during our sessions 
together.  She held me to a very 
demanding and intense professional 
standard and I am grateful to her for all 
she taught me about our mutual 
profession.  Now that I have been 
teaching for longer than she had when I 
met her, I am absolutely grateful for her 
guidance, support, encouragement, and 
challenge. 

-Contributed by James Rzegocki 
 

Lois Parcher scared me half to death.  

That being said, she saw what I was 
capable of and refused to settle for less. 

___ 
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Though Ms. Dolores Dean was 

small in stature, she was a large presence 
in my high school.  Individuals dreaded her 
tough demeanor and demanding syllabus.  I 
was scared of her myself.  Ms. Dean 
wouldn't tolerate even one grammar or 
spelling error in a formally graded paper.  
Because of her staunch position, my fellow 
classmates and I began relying on our 
combined skills and knowledge to produce 
error-free work.  It was a great lesson in 
teamwork.  I learned so much about varied 
writing styles because of this informal 
sharing of papers.  At the end of the year, 
when all was said and done, I was inspired 
to take another class from her.  By the time I 
graduated, I was confident in both my 
writing and editing skills because of Ms. 
Dean's unconventional style.  Was Ms. 
Dean too tough?  Some would say "Yes!"  I 
say she was as tough as she needed to be 
to push us as far as we could go.  I find 
myself thanking Ms. Dean to this day when 
I'm faced with difficult assignments, because 
I remember the lesson she taught me about 
relying not only on myself, but on the talents 
of others to help produce great work!  

-Contributed by Antoinette Ryan about her 
high school English/Literature teacher 

 

Ernie Watts challenged me to perform 

my best and gave me encouragement at a 
time I needed it. 

-Contributed about a high school Economics 
teacher 

As my English teacher during my senior 

year of high school, Theresa 
Edwards challenged me to develop 

critical thinking skills.  She challenged me 
to look beyond the words on a page to 
think more about the context in which the 
writing was done and consider the 
symbolism of the works we studied. 

___ 

 

This teacher taught me to write in 

the 10th grade.  We wrote, revised, rewrote, 
modified, revisited and reworked everything 
we wrote - from a paragraph to a long paper.  
She taught me to not accept anything less 
than the best I could do. 

-Contributed by Sharon Goodenow 
 

Mark Paskowitz is actually a 

Professional Coach.  He knew me so well 
and knew how to push me without 
shoving.  He made me think that I could 
do anything I set my mind to, yet at the 
same time, would not tolerate my 
excuses.  He called me on everything. 
That is what I needed.  Mark has a special 
talent where he can almost get inside your 
head.  He always knew what to say. 

-Contributed by Christine Simmons 
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[My most memorable teacher] set 
standards, provided feedback and 

provided encouragement. 
-Contributed by Roger M. Addison about his 
college Psychology professor 

 

Frank Leahy taught you how to think 

critically.  Why was the Berlin Wall built?  
Why were WWII criminals tried in the 
World Court at The Hague?  "But why?" 
was his mantra and he demanded it in the 
classroom and for every paper you 
handed in. 

-Contributed by Lee Tice about his high 
school American History teacher 

 
Well, my memories go back to 41 years 
ago, so the details are a little fuzzy.  
Mrs. Pfaff was a young high school 

teacher of English whom I had for fourth-
year English as well as Advanced 
Composition.  She was a no-nonsense, 
very knowledgeable, effective teacher (the 
kind that now is quite rare).  She was very 
business-like in the conduct of her 
classes, as if she were teaching college-
level English.  Of course, I see that aspect 
of her teaching now in hindsight.  I learned 
a lot about the finer points of English 
grammar and have always given her credit 
for enabling me to become a very good 
writer.  I have been a technical 
writer/editor and information developer for 
over 21 years. 

___ 

Edward J. (Chip) Dalton, Jr. 
teaches choral music at Lakeland Regional 
High School in Wanaque, NJ.  It is a public 
school with a mix of upper middle class and 
blue collar students.  He made us musicians: 
we sang in 7 languages and learned the 
intense discipline to perform at near-
professional levels.  His passion made him 
VERY strict and very demanding - but always 
in a way to bring out the best in each student. 
He treated us like adults and expected an 
adult level of dedication.  I graduated 14 
years ago and I'm in Continuing Education, 
not music; yet, the lessons I learned from 
Chip about dedication and commitment stay 
with me to this day. 

-Contributed by Sue Turner 
 

Dr. Mickie Edwardson taught a 

graduate level course in scriptwriting.  Her 
critiques of my work were constructive, 
detailed, and downright aggravating (but 
right on target).  She had the knack of 
being able to tell you [that] something 
smelled terrible in your writing without 
offending you (very much or for very long 
<grin>).  I learned more from her than 
from any three other teachers I had. 

-Contributed by John Warne 
 

Doris Bruni got in your face and 

challenged you to learn and think beyond 
easy answers. 

-Contributed by Ilene Haber 

11 
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John McDermott was brilliant, 

challenging, and passionate; he 
communicated his love for his subject 
matter (philosophy) and demonstrated its 
relevance.  He demanded your attention. 

___ 

 

Mrs. Owens took the time to help you 

become your best.  She gave tough love 
when you needed it and was encouraging.   
She had more vision for you sometimes 
than you had for yourself. 

-Contributed by Lynne King about her high 
school Music tea her c

 

She was tough and had extremely high 
expectations of performance but 

balanced that with genuine care and 
concern for each student. 

-Contributed about an elementary school 
teacher 
 

Stan Halverson was Mr. Music in 

Illinois when I was in high school.  He loved 
vocal music and inspired me to perform my 
very best.  He never flattered, and praised 
sparingly.  He demanded hard work and 
adherence to very strict rules of performance.  
Though I did not pursue a music career, his 
example of dedication and perseverance 
inspired my work habits that have given me 
an [invaluable] solid foundation on which to 
build my career. 

-Contributed by Bill W. Williams 

 

Miss Kopp tolerated no funny 

business.  She challenged us to achieve 
and had passion for her subject. 

-Contributed by Amy Beltaine about her high 
school English teacher 

 
Dr.Sudhakar Marathe was my guide 

during post-graduation.  His classes were 
memorable in that, once I had settled down, 
he would simply say, "Now talk."  I had to talk 
about what I was reading, the direction my 
work was taking and what I was aiming for. 
All my thoughts would be channeled in the 
desired direction by some strategic 
questions: "why," "have you considered" and 
"how."  It was one of my most grueling 
sessions and one in which I always had to 
use my mind.  [He was] highly engaging and 
thought provoking. 

-Contributed by Purva Agarwala about his 
college Literature professor 

 
My mother has told me that it wasn't until 
the third grade that I learned how to read.  
Two things made this possible: I got 
glasses and my third-grade teacher taught 
me to read.  I barely remember her but will 
never cease to be grateful to her for 
teaching me this vital life skill.  She was 

old and strict - but it was my good 

fortune to be in her class. 
-Contributed by Alice Clive 
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Miss Hayes taught me leadership at an 

early age (as a junior in high school).  While she 
was tough, she was compassionate too.  I 
realized years later how much she taught me! 

-Contributed about a high school English 
teacher 

 

“Mrs. J,” as we called Mrs. Margaret 
Johnson, was my high school English 

and Drama teacher.  She treated all her 
students with respect, fairness and love.  
She taught us how to be self-reliant and 
take responsibility for our role, whatever it 
was.  There was no role (on or off stage) 
that was more important than another.  
There was no tolerance of swollen egos.  
She let you know when you did good and 
made sure you received feedback on your 
mistakes.  If she knew that you knew that 
you made a mistake, all it took was a 
telling glance and she would move on.  
Everyone was challenged to be their best.  
She opened my eyes to creativity and 
instilled a great sense of self-esteem. 

___ 

 

Ralph Ciancio, Skidmore College, never 

answered his own questions.  Moreover, he 
would call on people at random and wait silently 
until they at least made some attempt at 
answering.  You had to pay attention and learn 
to be involved in his class.  And you could tell he 
loved the subject matter. 

-Contributed by Christian Stuart Lee about his 
college English Literature professor 

Frau Schubert was a tough woman, 

pretty emancipated in a time when all the 
women I grew up with aimed for a lady-
like appearance.  [She was a] stealthy 
Protestant and adamant that we should 
know our irregular verbs (English was a 
foreign language for me) - made us stand 
up every morning and tell them by heart 
right in front of everyone in the classroom. 

-Contributed by Birgit Otto about her high 
school English (as a foreign language) 
teacher 

 

Mr. Lake asked questions, but didn't give 

the answers.  He challenged us to be and do 
things outside of ourselves.  He didn't lecture: 
he led us to discover or uncover truths for 
ourselves.  I would not have been prepared 
for college without his method of teaching. 

-Contributed about a high school English 
teacher 

 

My 6th grade teacher was the first 

teacher that recognized that I had more 
potential than I was showing in class.  She 
both gave me confidence and pushed me 
to work harder.  She forced me out of a 
shell of my own making. 

___ 

 

Dorothy was tough and she made me 

learn with homework. 
-Contributed by Georgeann Crist 
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She was my junior high Math teacher (all 3 
years) and was such a wonderful role model 
for girls in both her personal and 
professional life.  She was extremely 
dedicated and expected a lot from her 
students, including keeping our notebooks 
neat.  Many students were intimidated by 
her because she was strict, but I spent time 
with her after school and considered myself 
lucky to have a unique relationship with her.  
Many years later, I was speaking to a former 
customer (I had worked at a bank for 
several years) and mentioned having had 
her for a teacher.  He had also been a 
student of hers when he lived in that district.  
He said to me, "Wasn't she just the BEST?"  
Everyone loved her.  I remember going off 
to college a few years later (in the early 
'70's) and every course catalog I looked at 

had several classes on "Math anxiety 
for women."  I remember thinking to 

myself, "somebody forgot to tell me I was 
supposed to have Math anxiety" and, "I 
never knew I was supposed to have Math 
anxiety" as [it] turned out to be my 
strongest subject.  She is someone who 
clearly enjoyed being around children, 
loved teaching and made the subject easy 
to master.  I met someone a few years 
back who taught at the school that her 
children attended.  He, too, had nothing 
but the highest praise and said, "Isn't she 
wonderful?" 

___ 
 

Fred's approach was a little harsh. 

[He] taught more than math: [his was a] 
lesson for life.  

-Contributed about a college Math professor 
 

John Lord walks the talk.  He not only 

taught me the art of conducting effective 
training needs assessments and training 
design and delivery, but he served as a 
role model for effective behaviors on a 
consistent basis.  He emphasized making 
training/learning relevant and timely. He 
continuously encouraged me to stretch my 
comfort zone and expand my knowledge 
and skills.  He provided honest feedback, 
both positive and constructive.  He did it in 
such a nice way that you hated to ever 
disappoint him. 

___ 

 

Mrs. Merritt was very tough, but fair. 

She taught an honors English class, 
notorious for being difficult, so there was 
some pride in making it through.  I still 
remember long quotes we were required 
to memorize from Shakespeare, which my 
friends and I enjoyed recounting years 
later.  She obviously loved what she did, 
which was infectious.  She was reserved 
but excited about the content.  Most of all, 
I respected her.  She commanded 
[respect].  I saw her as a very bright 
woman who I liked and admired. 

-Contributed by Jenifer Breye   r
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Mrs. Kelleher was the terror of Kent-

Meridian High, Kent, WA.  [She was] the 
scourge of sophomores and the butt of 
innumerable jokes.  But when she died, she 
warranted half of our town [newspaper's] 
front page.  Yes, Mrs. Kelleher was that 
important.  I write today because of Mrs. 
Kelleher.  I think today because of Mrs. 
Kelleher.  It took 20 more years to really get 
the fluff and junk out of my writing, but she 
started me down that road.  She taught the 
value of active voice.  She taught us to 
accept harsh but effective editing.  Mrs. 
Kelleher pioneered composition classes 
with student assistants in high school, 
[which was] almost unheard of.  She slowed 
our pace: we wrote only two papers per 
semester.  She was radical in her simplicity.   
Mrs. Kelleher demanded a seemingly 
unreasonable standard of us, but even her 
home was open to the student who put in 
effort.  I was scared to death of Mrs. 
Kelleher when I first had her.  She was 
always the first and often only teacher I 
would look up when I came back [home].  
Flank-speed devotion to teaching and her 
craft, uncompromising standards of 
excellence, innovation against the grain of 
her peers...she made me the writer I am.  
Mrs. Kelleher, how'd I do with this 
assignment? 

-Contributed by David Nichols 
 

Vicki Melbye challenged me to live 

beyond my wildest ambitions and [served 
as a] mentor [and] positive example of an 
independent, self-confident and 
successful woman. 

-Contributed by Christine Miller about her 
college Sales, Marketing and Management 
professor 

 

Mrs. Harvey was my 6th grade teacher, 

and she was memorable because she 
insisted that I pay attention in class.   
(Before I had her as a teacher, I spent more 
time talking and goofing off in class than I did 
listening.)  She accomplished this by making 
me stay after class and write numerous 200-
word essays on why I was not paying 
attention in class.  I got very tired of this and I 
thought my parents would take my side, but 
they supported my teacher instead.  She did 
not back down, and I knew the swift and sure 
consequences of my misbehavior. 

-Contributed by Kirk O'Donnell 
 

Mr. Brown was my 8th grade English 

teacher.  He pushed me to the limit and I 
worked super hard to live up to his 
expectations.  He took the time to find out 
about his students so he could relate [to 
them] (not easy at that age).  Mr. Brown 
was VERY strict but well-respected. 

-Contributed by Margie Schulte 
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 [This is a] tie between high school 
teachers for Vocational Agriculture (and 
my Future Farmers of America advisor), 

Bob Meredith, and English/Speech, 

Bob Fulton.  [Both set] clear standards 

for learning and [had] a tough love approach 
to students.  Each teacher truly cared about 
the importance of what he taught and how its 
application would positively impact the lives 
of students.  Both showed anger at lack of 
effort but never judged the worth of the 
individual - just a lousy performance (usually 
in front of whole class).  Both nurtured and 
congratulated good performance.  They were 
authentic and consistent, and showed no 
favorites.  They gave their time freely and 
spent extra time with me when [I was] 
preparing a difficult assignment.  They 
instilled pride and competitiveness in us 
when we entered contests and they 
expected me to do my best.  They led me to 
believe I was a winner. 

-Contributed by Don Thoren 
 

Ruth Campopiano insisted on high 

standards and believed the best about 
people.  She took an interest in her 
students outside the classroom by 
attending our athletic events and school 
plays.  In the classroom, she changed 
activities every 8-10 minutes and moved 
at a quick clip, so we had to keep up.  She 
set high expectations, and then gave us 
the tools to meet them. 

-Contributed about a high school Spanish 
teacher 

Dr. Geraldo de Sousa pushed me 

hard.  He was strict because he had 
respect for his students, and he knew that 
we were capable of great things! 

-Contributed by Bernadette McIntosh-Estep 
about her college Shakespeare and Rhetori  
professor 

c

 

Esther White really challenged me to 

push beyond what I first thought I saw, to 
the possibilities of what I could see 
beyond first glance. 

-Contributed about a college English 
professor 

 

Although extremely petite, Mrs. June 
Yamashita towered over her classes. 

She brooked absolutely no inattention and 
demanded honest effort from every 
student.  When you came up with a 
correct solution, she beamed and it was 
obvious she celebrated your triumph 
equally as much as you [did].  I would 
rather have been unjustly humiliated 
before the entire student body than 
disappoint Mrs. Yamashita in any way. 

-Contributed by David Ellena about his high 
school Math teacher 

 

He was tough but considerate, and 

I believed he took a tough stance with me 
because he was sincerely convinced I 
could be very good at the subject matter if 
I just applied myself. 

-Contributed by Ray Halagera about his   
college English professor 
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Nona Tollefson was so professional, 

yet so approachable.  She was one of the 
toughest teachers, but she always 
organized her classes in a way that 
anyone who cared and tried could 
succeed.  She communicated with us 
frequently and passionately about her field 
of study, and she made coming to class 
the high point of the week. 

-Contributed by Merrill Walz about a college 
Tests and Mea urements professor s

 
Robert Felix made an impact on my life 

because he expected only the best from his 
students.  He treated his high school students 
respectfully, like professional musicians, where 
mediocrity was not acceptable, but [he] did it in a 
non-threatening way.  His music program 
excelled during my years in high school, even to 
national recognition.  Ever since he left, the 
music program has never been the same. 

-Contributed by Ben Lucero about his high 
school Band Director 

 

I learned so much in Mrs. Gordon's 

class.  Although she was strict, she kept 
us on our toes. 

-Contributed by Frani Wartow about her 
middle school teacher 

 
Mrs. Lees-Jeffries was smart, 

passionate and stretched us beyond what 
we thought [we were] capable [of]. 

-Contributed by Kate Pennell about her high 
school English teacher 

 

Ms. Tish Doyle really stretched us as 

learners - she was committed to bringing 
the best out of all of us, even though it 
appeared that she was being hard on us. 

-Contributed by Duane De Jager about his 
college Kinesiology/Phys Ed professor 

 
Because he knew I was capable,  

Mr. Adams fueled my interest in 

mathematics and saw my potential. He set 
the most bizarre homework challenges 
(whole sections and books of questions!) - 
I went from [the] bottom of my class to 
[the] top of [my] high school with 100% 
correct on my final year exam. 

-Contributed by David Bythell  
 
He had a love for his subject, was 

knowledgeable, humorous, very 
demanding and had high expectations of 

all his students. 
-Contributed about a high school English 
Literature teacher 

 
He could barely speak English and, 

at the time, we really wondered why we 
were learning that subject.  It proved to be 
one of the most useful things in my career. 

-Contributed by Michel Gignac about his 
college Communication Arts professor 
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Sawsan Sharaf was a teacher at 

New Brunswick Community College-
Miramichi where I studied courseware 
development from 1993-1994.  She taught 
subjects in the area of instructional 
design, evaluation and exam writing. 
Many students in the class had difficulty 
with the topics she taught.  They 
complained it was because of cultural or 
language barriers (Sawsan was Egyptian); 
however, I think it was because they had 
no real appreciation of the subject. 
Sawsan was an expert in this field and 
she knew her stuff.  She got frustrated 
because she felt like the students had 
"written her off" as an instructor as soon 
as they realized that instructional design 
was not a "techie" subject.  I was 
fascinated with the subject area because 
she made it fun to learn.  The textbook 
she chose was complicated and 
challenging. She held up her end of the 
bargain by providing excellent instruction. 
The choice to learn was ours, and she 
made that clear to the class.  Others 
thought she was just being difficult for 
doing so.  Even though she had a difficult 
time with the class, I respected the way 
she handled herself.  If nobody learned, it 
was (in my mind) their own fault.  We were 
paying for instruction and the opportunities 
were there.  If my fellow students didn't 
learn anything, it was because they put up 
their own barriers.  In the years since 
college, I have referred to her material 

several times.  Actually, last night I was 
cleaning out my attic and came across the 
old textbook I bought for her class.  I still 
could not bring myself to throw it out.  I 
have some excellent memories of the 
coaching she gave me, which led me to 
become successful in my career. 

-Contributed by Jennifer Guitard 

 
Dr Laurie Bauer had a special ability to 

point out to you that your current view on a 
particular topic was lacking, naive or 
otherwise inadequate, but in a way that 
inspired further enquiry and deeper thought.  
The final examination on his paper was the 
toughest of them all that year, but several of 
his students recorded their best 
performances on his paper. 

-Contributed by Graham Barkus about his 
college Phonetics and Phonology professor 

 
He was very experienced in the business 

world as a manager. He challenged 
me to learn more and gave me the 

opportunities to take on added 
responsibilities. He was a mentor and 
coach who worked with me, not above 
me. He would have me scrutinize my own 
work as a means of improving my writing 
skills. Because of him, I was prepared to 
take on his roll when the opportunity was 
available. 

___ 
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Jan O’Keefe, my English 101 

instructor in college, was the most 
tenacious challenge I had ever faced.  
She demanded my best and beyond.  I 
was a "straight-A" student, but found that I 
worked harder in her course than any 
other class I had ever had - and ended up 
with a B- for the semester.  Angered, hurt 
and full of myself, I went to her office 
immediately after grades were posted and 
challenged her on it, and lost.  But during 
the confrontation, she told me that one of 
her reasons for giving that grade was that 
she felt I was far better than the work that I 
produced.  Whether it was the challenge of 
wanting to prove her wrong or the challenge 
of proving to myself that I was as good as I 
thought I was (and apparently what she 
thought I was), I purposely rearranged my 
class and work schedules for the second 
semester in order to specifically sign up for 
her English 102 course.  I not only “aced” 
the course, but over the next two years I 
took every class she offered and never 
looked back.  They were among the most 
challenging and work-intensive classes I 
took throughout my undergraduate and 
even my graduate years, but they were also 
among the most satisfying and truly 
educational.  Maybe I am just a masochist in 
disguise, but her classes were among the 
most rewarding of my many educational 
experiences. 

___ 

Arthur Svensen was exacting, 

demanding, committed, creative and had a 
thorough knowledge of his subject. He had 
extremely high standards for us, but he didn't 
ask anything of us that he himself did not live 
up to.  The subjects he taught were 8th and 
9th grade Geography, and he balanced a fair 
amount of rote work (like, "If you don't know 
where a country is or how to spell its name 
properly, you are not showing proper respect 
for its people") with analysis, having us read 
[the] Christian Science Monitor, New York 
Times and National Geog aphicr  as 
supplements to our regular text books.  He 
would comb the local papers and TV listings 
each week to alert us to lectures and 
documentaries that we could go to or view for 
extra credit (and he would be there himself to 
get the material for his extra credit 
questions!).  At the heart of his teaching, 
though, was the idea that being well-informed 
and thorough was simply good manners and 
a way to show respect to the people [with 
whom] you share the world. 

-Contributed by Danielle Carbonneau 
 

Mr. John Cull was my English teacher 

and he made me love school and 
challenges.  He always talked about where 
we wanted to be in life and said we were to 
send him a postcard when we got there.  I 
will do this someday. 

-Contributed by Carol Cook about her high 
school teacher 
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Miss Edith Gerstein was my sixth 

grade teacher and my memories of her make 
me smile to this day.  She was the first 
teacher any of us had encountered who 
treated us with respect ("as adults," she 
would say).  She set high standards for both 
behavior and achievement, higher than some 
would have assumed reasonable in an urban 
school system.  The most memorable thing 
about her was that she never "motivated" us 
to achieve: she simply accepted it as a given 
that we would accomplish the goals and 
expectations she laid out because we were 
mature and responsible (though most of us 
were anything but).  For some reason, the 
thought of disappointing this quirky woman 
with the outrageous jewelry was something 
that none of us were willing to do.  Even the 
most "delinquent" of my classmates achieved 
in her classroom that year. 

-Contributed by Angie Winkler 
 

Anita Taden was my high school 

History teacher and she pushed us to think 
about the impact of events in history. We 
were constantly challenged in her class: it 
was a hard class, but you didn't really mind 
working hard.  She kept us so engaged and 
we had great discussions.  I remember 
feeling "alive" in her class and that there was 
so much energy in the room. 

___ 

 

Mr. Dale Laukhuf was my high 

school Music instructor.  He stands out as 
my most memorable teacher because he 
challenged me with difficult material and 
expected perfection from my 
performances.  The challenge brought out 
abilities within me I didn't know I had.  
Most of all, he taught me to appreciate 
music of all kinds, and that is the greatest 
gift any teacher has ever given me. 

-Contributed by Jason Baldwin 
 

Mr. Napoleon Carter made me 

work hard: he recognized my potential and 
he didn't let up.  

-Contributed about a middle school teacher 
 

Mrs. Betty Turk made it very clear that 

it was her job to make sure we learned in her 
high school English Literature class.  She 
was a hard teacher, but in being "hard" she 
also knew that she was challenging us to 
step up and take charge of our destiny in 
order to be successful in her class [so that 
we could] really walk away [with] valuable 
information.  Mrs. Turk was also very willing 
to provide help if needed and was very 
accessible for her students.  She was also 
very dedicated to her profession and 
continually strove to make being her student 
a very positive experience.  Obviously, for 
me to remember her and mention her in this 
survey, she succeeded in her efforts.  

-Contributed by Marcia Childers 
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Dr. Ruth Davies was amazing.  She 

taught Russian literature of the 19th 
century. She had one job her entire life.  
After getting her Ph.D., she got a teaching 
job at Ohio Wesleyan, where she taught 
until she retired in the late 1970's.  But 
she didn't stop there: she became the light 
behind the library and its fundraising 
efforts.  I graduated in 1977, the last year 
she taught full time.  I wrote to her in 1998 
- she was almost 90 and still remembered 
me!  She made the subject interesting and 
you wanted to succeed because she 
expected you to be successful - she would 
accept nothing less.  She didn't answer 
questions; instead, she helped you figure 
them out yourself.  I felt proud to have 
been one of her students, and I still have 
the book [that] she wrote on my bookshelf: 
the only text from college I would have 
never considered selling back to the 
bookstore. 

-Contributed by Deb Schweikert Parsons 
 

Ms. Hallman wasn't afraid to hold a 

mirror up in my face so I'd see my own 
shortcomings and then she'd work hard 
with me to overcome them.  This made 
me pretty angry at her, but ultimately, I 
respected her more than anyone else. 
(She was my coach and my teacher.) 

-Contributed by Betsy Gallagher about her 
high school teacher 

 
 

He was demanding [and] a great mix 

of inspiration, creativity and motivation.  
He encouraged us to learn the rules and 
then learn to break them when necessary. 

-Contributed about a college 
 English professor 

 
His ability to select relevant and 
interesting subjects and themes, and his 

use of challenging methodology 

[make him my most memorable teacher]. 
-Contributed by Juan Palacios about his high 
school Literature teacher 

 

Mrs. Hope instilled a culture of hard, 

steady work in our Math class, which 
turned my Math mark from failing to a 
reasonably pass[ing one]. 

-Contributed by Stephen Roberts about his 
high school teacher 

 
Joe LaRuffa was demanding, 

encouraging, fair and joyful.  He could see 
each kid's talent and bring forth each 
person's best.  He was perfectly suited to 
leading an orchestra (literally - he taught 
Music) and managed to get very disparate 
talents to perform harmoniously together. 
The concert band he created was the pride 
of our tiny country school district, where it 
served as a community rallying point, an 
example of excellence (consistently winning 
NYS band competitions) and a model of 
cooperation and mutual support. 

-Contributed by Jamienne Studley about a 
high school teacher 
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She pushed me to do my best 
and continue to work, even after I'd done 
enough to get an A in the class.  She 
taught me to care about good writing. 

-Contributed about a high school English 
teacher 

 
Mrs. Phyllis Bolckom was a great 

teacher: strict and challenging.  But she made 
you feel like you could be successful in the 
challenges she set for you.  She taught History, 
but her lessons surpassed mere history and 
became lessons about life.  She had a great 
passion for teaching and her students. 

-Contributed by Barbara Hoese about her 
high school teacher 

 

George Katz [was] an unusual man 

who was able to teach Film History and 
yet still apply it toward new technology.  
[He] blended his experience with the 
changing times and demonstrated it in a 
fun and passionate way.  [He was] very 
strict and pushed you to do your best.  
[He] believed that anyone can learn if they 
are willing to work hard and if they are 
passionate about what they are learning. 

-Contributed by Natalie Corey about her 
college instructor 

 

Mr. Howell was daunting and dynamic at 

the same time.  He was a jerk, but pushed us 
hard.  It was very painful then, but if I look 
back now, he probably taught me the most. 

-Contributed by Ashley Rice about her high 
school English teacher 

[My most memorable teacher was] a 
college Science professor and mentally 

challenging.  [She] used the Socratic 
Method: [she] never lectured, provided 

unknown objects on our lab table and 
challenged us to determine what they 
were, etc. 

-Contributed by Mary E. Maloney 
 

Mrs. Gray taught me the difference 

between to, too and two.  She knocked it into 
our heads that our writing reflects how others 
see us.  She was demanding and relentless, 
but once she knocked it into our heads, we 
had that "aha" moment and have never 
forgotten the lessons she taught. 

-Contributed by Marie Santiago about her 
middle school teacher 

 
[My most memorable teacher] arranged a 
series of very demanding, highly engaging 
activities that required practice with key 

skills followed by rigorous feedback. 
-Contributed by John Hardisty 

 

He had a way of challenging us to 
think about things and not just accept what 

was stated in a book.  The classes involved 
lots of discussion and sharing of opinions. 

-Contributed by Bill Marquis about his high 
school U.S. History teacher 
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In his introductory comments the first day 

of class, Forest Fisch said, "I expect 

that you remember everything from high 
school Geometry.  We will learn advanced 
Geometry based upon your foundation."  
After a huge "gulp," it was wonderful not to 
bog down in mindless review – he 
assumed we would pick up any missing 
holes.  We could rarely finish homework 
and tests.  This guaranteed that we were 
always challenged, had plenty to discuss 
at a later time for further learning (we'd 
usually come up with different solutions) 
and gave us the opportunity to individually 
or collectively learn as much as possible.  

-Contributed by Wynne Whyman 
 

Ms. Magdalena Nica was a 

formidable English teacher.  At first 
contact, I had a queasy feeling she would 
be the toughest teacher in the Catholic 
girls’ school I was attending.  Tough she 
was, but that was because she challenged 
us to be the best, to read the classics like 
Madame Bovary and provide our opinions 
in papers as to how these books moved 
us.  She really pushed us to be the best.  I 
am very lucky to have [had] her as my 
English teacher, for she instilled in me a 
love of reading and [ability] to speak my 
mind.  

-Contributed by Marina Kokkinias about her 
high school teacher 

 

[My most memorable] teacher pushed 
me to work hard, but was genuinely 

supportive and interested in my success. 
-Contributed by Matt Sacco about hi  high 
school Spanish teacher 

s

 
I've had many outstanding teachers, but 

John Mather was the best Socratic 

teacher I'd ever met.  He taught us to 
question everything we heard and read: 
books, newspapers, TV news reports and 
ourselves.  "What was said?  Why?  
What's the other side of the issue?"  He 
constantly challenged and inspired us. 

-Contributed by Diane (Chin) Huntsinger 
about her junior high school Social Studies 
teacher 
 

Rose Gilbert, or "Mama G," parented 

and educated us every day with a hug and a 
kick.  She knew we were smart and never let 
us forget it.  She demanded our best work, 
and the greatest reward on a paper was a 
series of letters which easily overshadowed a 
grade anytime.  "YMQMA" meant "You may 
quote me anytime."  As demanding as Rose 
was, she was never stingy with good strong 
hugs, and there were always cookies and 
coffee in the back of the room. In a way, she 
was nourishing both the child and the adult in 
each of us.  She was unique, she loved what 
she did and recognized with honesty the 
strengths and weaknesses in each of us. 

-Contributed by Karen Hohman Almeida 
about her high school English Composition 
teacher 
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I was extremely fortunate to have taken 

piano lessons with Ann MacKenzie 

while in high school.  What I learned [from 
her] helped me through a graduate degree 
in Music and beyond.  She was 
staggeringly brilliant, insatiably curious, 
hard-working and hilariously funny.  She 
challenged me in every moment to keep 
up with her.  

-Contributed by Colleen Wheeler 
 
Upon returning to college after many years, I 
was fortunate to [meet] the most unique 

professor that I had ever encountered: Dan 
Alvarez.  Although the subject matter was 

a tad dry (Ancient Greek Philosophy), Dan, 
as he is known, is so passionate about his 
area of expertise that he draws the student in 
and evokes a sense of excitement and desire 
to learn.  He continually challenges his 
students to not only do their best, but to 
raise the bar and exceed expectations. 

-Contributed by Ellen Weinstein 
 
As a high school English teacher, the writing 

skills Dr. Hook taught continue to apply in 

my every day life. [She] consistently pushed 
us to excel: to reach beyond our perceived 
limits and create great writing. 

-Contributed by Jacqueline 
 van Beek Dutsch 

 

Back in the early 1970's, college English 

composition teacher Paul Fritton was 

memorable not only in his looks, but [in] 
his effective teaching style.  This non-
conformist, calm faculty member with 
shoulder-length frizzy hair and tan skin, 
wearing jeans and sandals (with socks in 
the winter), was tough in his critiques and 
read our papers in class, explaining how 
students' writings could be improved. 
Although he eliminated a third of the 
students after the first week of class, 
those of us who struggled through the 
tough criticism were proud of earning B's 
(few received A's).  I also remember how 
he wanted to depart this life: shot out of 
cannon to be splattered onto one of the 
Rocky Mountains.  He had a way with 
words!  I often wonder what ever 
happened to him. 

-Contributed by Kim Laursen 
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Chapter Two 
“He told and acted out the best stories; I 
laughed while I learned in his class!” 
 

Dr. Monseiur was funny and 

engaging.  He could take a dry subject 
and make it interesting enough that we 
were engaged in what he was teaching.  
He cared about people learning. 

-Contributed by Sue Pysher about her high 
school World History teacher 
 

Dr. Mara Mayer opened up the world 

of history to me and showed me that 
learning could be fun.  While focusing on 
all the pertinent facts, dates, battles and 
politics key to learning World History, Dr. 
Mayer would mix in interesting factoids 
and human interest or social context to 
give the history more life and meaning.  
For example, she explained some of the 
social customs of the court, including the 
reluctance of people to bathe.  To this 
day, I remember her telling us that Marie 
Antoinette had a diamond-studded lice 
pick!  As a result of her bringing history 
alive for me, I changed my major and 
graduated with a degree in American 
History with a specialization in Women's 
History.  [She was] truly a life changing 
instructor! 

-Contributed by Sharon Burr 
 

 

Bob Bender was a very smart teacher, 

and he kept it fun. 
-Contributed by Wyatt Carpenter about his 
high school History teacher 
 

Mrs. Kolina was my first grade teacher 

and I thought she was the most beautiful 
woman in the world.  I loved the way she 
read stories to us.  I always wanted to sit 
close to her as she read.  She was such a 
lovely lady and I listened intently as she 
calmly read.  It seemed to touch my soul.  
Why weren't all my instructors like her? 

-Contributed by Jerra Hood about an 
elementary school teacher 
 

Leo Weinstein was so articulate, 

fascinating and inspiring on the topic of 
American Constitutional Law that I found 
his lectures spellbinding.  In his class, I 
remember hanging on every word and 
thinking it was like being in Athens or the 
Roman Forum listening to one of the 
world's great orators.  

-Contributed by Rosalie Kerr 
 

Our fourth grade class had quiet time for 
10-15 minutes after lunch each day.  

During this time, Ms. Lucile 
Blankenship would read to us from 

books like Tom Sawyer or the Wizard of 
Oz.  She did such a good job reading, you 
could see the characters in the books. 

-Contributed by Cheri Broeker 
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Mr. Charles Johnson was my 

freshman English teacher in high school. 
Besides the fact that I have a great love 
for English, Mr. Johnson sticks out in my 
mind for a number of reasons.  He spoke 
to us as if we were adults, was never, ever 
condescending and gave us credit for 
having brains that understood complex 
subjects.  He had a terrific sense of humor 
and understood that you sometimes learn 
better when you are laughing.  He knew 
how to make even the driest required 
reading somehow relatable to our 
experiences as teenagers.  And without 
fail, he made himself available as a 
teacher, confidante and counselor 
whenever anyone needed him.  We all 
responded to him because it was clear 
that he expressed genuine interest in us 
as people rather than seeing us as just 
students.  Class was interactive instead of 
just lecture-based and I recall intense, 
fulfilling discussions about the books we 
were reading.  We all looked forward to 
his classes and I'm sure he instilled a life-
long love of language and literature in a 
great number of us, simply because of his 
charisma and his human-ness. 

___ 

 

Mr. Auble always had a way of presenting 

the material in a fun and unique way, even when 
we discussed Earth Science. 

___ 

Mr. Sayers made literature interesting. I 

remember reading A Tale of Two Cities in Jr. 
High School.  He made the book so 
incredibly fascinating by pointing out the 
areas where you had to "read between the 
lines" so to speak, which brought a new 
depth to the book that we would have never 
seen on our own.  When we were reading 
(and struggling with) Shakespeare, he would 
read and act out various scenes so that we 
could understand the meaning if we weren't 
picking it up just through the words.  He was 
very tough - no nonsense.  The amazing 
thing was, our class had such an 
appreciation for the books we read and we 
viewed them as truly interesting, whereas [in] 
some of the other classes, [we] viewed the 
same literature as utterly dull.  

-Contributed by Amy Graft 
 

[My] teacher was very straightforward, 
fast, passionate and entertaining.  He not 
only knew his field very well, but he 

understood how to communicate his 
knowledge [so] that everybody felt 

engaged and included. 
___ 

 

Rosie taught a "train the trainer" course 

and was memorable in that, she shared 
many of her training experiences.  
She not only taught the subject of training 
but demonstrated the methods as well. 

-Contributed by Kathy Rockteacher about a 
seminar instructor 
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Brother J.B. Moore made learning 

Latin fun and nearly thirty years later, I 
can look at a Latin text and read it 
passably for enjoyment.  His classes, all 
four years of high school, helped me 
acquire a solid grasp of English and an 
appreciation of history.  During graduate 
school and backpacking through Europe, I 
could read old inscriptions and have little 
chats in Italian, which would give birth to 
"aha" moments, making the connections 
between where I was standing and with 
whom and what I had read in History and 
in the news.  [Through teaching me] to 
use Latin language and history, Brother 
Moore taught me to appreciate my travels 
in Europe so much more than just relying 
on an American English guidebook.  I 
would have to say the trips moved from 
the sightseeing category to the life 
experiences category thanks to a Latin 
teacher transplanted from the Bronx to 
Chicago who would slip in stories about 
growing up with Julius Caesar at 115th 
and Apian Way - his stories made me 
make sure to get on to a Roman city bus 
and take the ride to the Catacombs of St. 
Sebastian, bumping along on the stones 
of the actual old Apian Way.  A good head 
shorter than most of us students, wearing 
a black cassock with a profile like a bust of 
Caesar (just with black plastic 
eyeglasses), he could keep the attention 
of the classroom with his Bronx sense of 
humor while steadily drilling us on 

conjugations and declensions.  From 
whom else would I have ever learned 
about Cicero, Caesar, and Augustine as 
"best-selling" authors.  My own children 
have been learning Latin roots of English 
words from me since they were old 
enough to talk, and it shows in their 
standardized language test scores.  
Brother Moore was truly a very 
memorable teacher. 

-Contributed by J. E. Puhr 
 

Mr. Pearo was my contemporary 

history teacher [during my] senior year in 
high school.  It was 1973/74.  He traveled 
to Moscow during Christmas break and to 
the Holy Land in April, each time returning 
with hundreds of slides and stories about 
the people and places.  His ability to 
"bring the story home" turned his classes 
into shining moments that one wished 
would never end. 

-Contributed by Andy Lamothe 
 

Alex was teaching History when I was 

university student.  His lectures were 
theater - all possible intonations, 
examples, stories and analogies.  The 
class was always silent and taking all 
possible notes.  Discussions he organized 
inspired your desire to learn more, to read 
more, to do more... 

-Contributed by Elena 
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[My most memorable teacher] tried to 

discover each student's unique 
abilities and then encouraged [him or her] 

to use those abilities to the fullest capacity.  
[She had a] wicked sense of humor that she 
employed to get and keep our attention. 

-Contributed by Sandy Gazdyszyn about her 
high school English teacher 

 
She was able to take a very dry subject for 
most high school kids (English Literature) 

and make it come to life.  It was the only 

class I ever had where the bell would ring, 
and the next class would be waiting outside 
the door for us to leave.  This lady would hold 
a room full of high school seniors spellbound 
with Shakespeare!  She had a very eloquent 
way of explaining the nuances of 
Shakespeare's writing in a way that was 
fascinating and relevant to 17-year-old kids. 
She was truly a gifted teacher. 

___ 

 

Sister Dolores Rosso taught senior 

high school English and both her love of 
her subject and engaging manner with all 
her students made this a wonderful class - 
no small feat when seniors are 
traditionally lost in daydreams and difficult 
to engage.  Forty years later and 6,000 
miles apart, we're still in touch. 

-Contributed by Susan Porter Robinson 
 
 

There was just no cause for confrontation 
and... everything was in order. I mean, we 
were very young but this teacher just 

knew how to get 100% of our 
attention.

-Contributed by Andras about his elementa y 
school teacher 

r

 
Mrs. Holmes took you on a fantasy 

journey into history with the sights, smells, 
tastes and sounds of everything around 
you: it was a wonderful experience. 

-Contributed about a high school History 
teacher 

 

Mr. Norris Van Noy was an exception 

to the "don't lecture them" rule.  Every class was 
a lecture, but the lecture consisted of a story 
format...and he was a tremendous storyteller.  
His subject was Principles of Democracy, and 
he would fill his sessions with tales that almost 
made you feel that you were "there" at that 
particular moment in history.  He punctuated 
these classes with letters written by people from 
the period (long before Ken Burns proved its 
power in The Civil War).  If a lesson was too long 
for one class, he ended the day's session as a 
cliffhanger.  On those days, students never 
rushed from his class, but sat there begging him 
to tell how the story ended.  The only subject he 
wasn't able to make interesting was how to fill 
out income tax forms...I guess his heart just 
wasn't in that one. 

-Contributed by Jim Dooley 

28 



My Most Memorable Teacher  A FREE Digital Book by Elliott Masie 

 

Dr. Kahn explained history as if it were a 

story in today's newspaper.  He would walk 
into the classroom without a single piece of 
paper or a book, sit down and begin to talk 
about European History, describing 
characters and events as if they happened 
yesterday.  As a student, I concluded that it 
takes a deep understanding of the subject 
matter to inspire [a class]. 

-Contributed by Guenther Weydauer about 
his college  professor 

 

Dr. Bill Dyer taught me things that I still 

use today (more than 25 years later): 
practical examples that applied to business 
and life.  [He] wove stories (fact and semi-
fact) into his lectures.  Stories helped me 
remember and helped me understand.   

-Contributed by Mark Beckstrom about his 
college Organizational Behavior professor 

 
Anyone who could make World History 
and American History or Imperialism seem 
like a cross between Days of Our Lives and 

Peyton Place like Dr. William 
Mitchell could would be memorable. 

-Contributed about a college p ofessor r
 

Mr. Dave Wagoner was 6'5" and 

about 230 [pounds].  A WWII hero and 
great listener, he was kind and gentle, yet 
powerful. [He had a] sense of humor [and] 
would laugh with us. [He] taught Western 
Civilization and made it come alive. 

-Contributed by Larry Birkes about his high 
school teacher 

[My most memorable teacher was] 
extremely enthusiastic and funny.  He put 

his heart into the class [and] 

managed to turn Accounting into a very 
interesting and yes, funny, class! 

-Contributed about a high school teacher 
 

 
Mr. Gabrielli was my 5th grade 

teacher and was instrumental in making 
learning a lifelong journey for me.  He 
made learning FUN and interesting.  He 
had a way of making things relevant to our 
lives (keep in mind we were 5th graders at 
the time).  He also made learning 
interactive by having lots of hands-on 
experience with the subjects we were 
working on.  A giant of a guy with a gentle 
heart but tough taskmaster, [he enforced] 
structure with fun: a good combination! 

-Contributed by Rick Zanotti 
 

Mr. Vernon Pack was eccentric, but 

in a captivating way. He wore slippers in 
his classroom, munched on candy and 
categorized his students by the class and 
seat they sat in (instead of learning 
names: e.g. “B12”).  Amazingly enough, 
he was so quirky [that] he captured your 
attention.  Most importantly, he was an 
excellent storyteller and kept you on the 
edge of your seat every day. 

-Contributed about a middle school teacher 
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Manfred Stiglitz used to explain 

seemingly unexplainable things in the arts 
(ballroom dancing at championship levels) 
in a logical way, giving psychological 
insight into some effects, and did the 
whole thing in a very humorous, very 
expressive way. 

-Contributed by Robert Wolff about his athletic 
coach 

 
He taught U.S. History [and] I felt as if I was 

there.  He made learning fun and 
interesting with tons of bigger-than-life 

stories.  Before his class, I dreaded History. 
After experiencing his teaching, I found 
history interesting. 

-Contributed by Cheryl Horton about her 
college professor 

 

Dr. Peter Guenther touched the lives 

of all those around him by exuding and 
extending kindness and love.  At the same 
time, [he] managed to maintain his 
professional stance.  His knowledge of his 
subject was extensive.  His ability to 
influence people and bring out the best in 
them was amazing.  He was such a 
wonderful lecturer that large classes of 
college freshmen were held spellbound for 
hours at a time when he spoke.  I never 
knew him to show frustration or irritation with 
any question, no matter how trivial.  He 
always appeared interested and willing to 
explain. 

-Contributed by Patricia Simon about her 
college Art History professor 

Bill Daniels was in your face: [he] 

didn't sugar coat "truth."  [He provided] 
great instructional design [and possessed 
the] ability to captivate an audience based 
on neuro-linguistic principles. 

-Contributed by Ron Sacchi about a trainer at 
work 

 
My most memorable teacher was a 

History graduate student who 

taught some of the general History survey 
courses at my college.  This man was able to 
present material that many students had 
studied over and over through their 
educational life (U.S. History) and make them 
think of the impact of what happened then 
and how it affects lives now.  I graduated with 
a degree in History 20 years ago and I still 
remember this person. 

___ 

Jim Stewart was passionate about the 

topic, authentic about change and learning 
and presented stories and examples that 
were real and impactful. 

___ 

Mr. Franco Alessio [was a] great 

speaker [with] great theater-like narrative 
style.  [He taught] few concepts every 
lesson, but [they were] very deeply 
analyzed.  Every time a hard concept was 
explained [it was] with examples. 

-Contributed by Emanuele Giorgi about his 
college professor of History of the Medieval 
Philosophy 
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This teacher was a summer school 
substitute for a high school Literature 

class that I needed to finish to graduate.  
He also happened to be the wrestling coach 
for our rival high school in town and I was the 
team captain for our wrestling team.  I 
thought he and I would clash, but we had a 
great time without any rivalry at all.  The real 
test was when he assigned Beowulf as a 
class reading project.  The hippie types and 
hard heads were reading along just to be 
sure they were keeping up in case they were 
called upon to read.  The reading went 
around the room a couple of times with the 
teacher reading as well.  When it returned to 
him, he began reading about the meal in the 
Mead Hall in the same way everyone else 
had read - sort of monotonic and droll - but 
as he kept reading, he started adding 
emotion and motions to the reading. 
Everyone who was following the reading 
began to look at each other and wonder 
where he was reading as he had the men 
fighting and rolling in the waste pits that 
surrounded the central floor.  He had the 
women joining and tearing the men away 
from each other and fighting them heartily. 
The people, who were eating everything with 
their hands, were throwing the food at each 
other and fighting in the pits.  He had the 
animals, regularly in attendance, rushing in to 
fight and bite the participants.  Everyone in 
the class lost where he was reading and the 
interest rate, even for the hard heads, went 

way up.  The reason this teacher made such 
an impression on me was that he made dull 
writing come alive for a bunch of students 
who thought summer school was just going 
to be dull. 

-Contributed by D. Glen Jackson 

 
Miss Kent was my 6th grade teacher 

and she always brought out the best of 
our talents that we didn't know we had.   
She was fun, she was great at 
communicating and she genuinely cared 
about her students.  She was colorful, yet 
down to earth and approachable, but strict 
enough to keep the class focused. 

-Contributed by Brenda Wolfensperger 
 

John Wolfe took a tough subject, 

Philosophy, and made it understandable, even 
enjoyable at times.  He had a great sense of 
humor, which helped immensely.  His greatest 
asset was the fact that he actually liked the 
subject and wanted us to like it as well. 

-Contributed about a college p ofessor r
 

Glenn Capelli is an Australian 

educator who models all the behaviors of 
an awesome presenter - he walks the talk.  
[He is] also incredibly well-read, adjusts 
content to audience and really goes out of 
his way to personalize content for you. 

-Contributed by Simon Taylor about a 
seminar presenter 
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Dr. James L. Moseley taught me 

everything thing I know and use when it 
comes to evaluating programs (product 
evaluation, formative evaluation, 
summative evaluation, participant 
satisfaction surveys, etc).  Today, I still 
use much of everything he taught me.  He 
is detailed and tenacious about building 
relationships and remembering names of 
students, no matter how long ago it was 
that he taught their class.  He is also very 
kind and generous about sharing his 
knowledge, resources and expertise. 
Although he can come across as serious, 
he is funny, entertaining and has a way of 
personalizing class material.  I always 
found myself engaged and eager to learn 
[from him].  Now, one of my staff members 
is taking (and has taken) his classes.  She 
can't say enough about the amount of 
studying and reading required for his class 
but she adores him and looks for classes 
he teaches.  Dr. Moseley is by far my 
most memorable teacher. 

-Contributed by Millie Sunday Jett about a 
college Educational Product and Program 
Evaluation instructor 

 
He brought the subject matter alive with 

his enthusiasm and wit.  He turned 

a boring subject into a vibrant one. 
-Contributed about a high school Modern 
History teacher 

 

His booming voice, humor, caring and 
interest in people, not to mention superior 
level of knowledge, blended into a single, 

all-around wonderful instructor. 
-Contributed about a medical school professor 

 
[My most memorable teacher told] 
humorous stories [and had] tons of 

happy energy. 
-Contributed about a high school teacher 

 
Ian Ferguson was a teacher rebelling 

against the Apartheid regime of South Africa 
who used to take every occasion to mock the 
government in pithy prose, whether it was during 
English Literature, King Lear in Shakespeare, 
The Gallic Wars in Latin or on the rugby field 
coaching us.  Dead Poet's Society probably 
comes closest to the atmosphere he created, 
which was enormously creative, driven and 
thoughtful. You never slept during his lessons 
(even on a sleepy summer's Cape Town day) 
as they were so entertaining and interesting.  
And you knew your life would be hell if you 
dozed off. 

-Contributed by Steve Mackay about his high 
school English teacher 
 
[My most memorable teacher was] 
knowledgeable, entertaining and made the 

subjects come alive. 
-Contributed by Dennis Macnamara about his 
high school History teacher 
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John Harcourt's expertise, combined 

with his passion, made him an intriguing 
and compelling character. Every class 
was an adventure in his sharing himself 
completely through his knowledge, leaving 
us energized and mesmerized. 

-Contributed about a college Medieval 
Literature professor 

 
Mr. Peter Van-Tilburg livened up 

[high school] Chemistry by acting out the 
subjects he was teaching (electrons, 
molecules...) and their "behaviors."  It 
wasn't dramatic - it was fun - like we were 
watching a cartoon.  He did so with his 
whole heart and soul, and you could tell 
that he enjoys teaching.  He respected us 
as people who came to learn and was 
glad to share his knowledge. 

-Contributed by Elaad Teuerstein 
 

He was enthusiastic about his subject; 

he loved the English language and literature 
and made us come to love reading and 
literature as well.  [He] read Shakespeare 
from on top of the desks, changing voices 
and characters as the script dictated.  [He] 
wasn't afraid to "act weird" - stood up and 
applauded his students at prize-giving (when 
they received prizes for English).  (Generally 
this was just not done at a staid and stuffy 
prize-giving ceremony.)  [He] allowed us to 
interpret poetry as we saw it, [without a 
prescription for what we should see]. 

-Contributed by Lesley Rowlands about her 
high school teacher 

Mrs. Hoffman taught History and made 

the subject come alive by telling stories. 
When I wrote [about] history, I could even 
remember the dress she wore on the day 
she taught us [about] that particular event! 

-Contributed by Moira about her high school 
teacher 

 
Mum packaged "afternoon learning" in 

the most exciting way, combining sugar 
and stick to great effect!  [She] always 
used stories to make learning interesting. 

-Contributed about a mother schooling her 
elementary-age child at home 

 

Mrs. Kueper was small, pretty and able to 

astonish all students day by day.  She [spoke] 
the best French I ever heard.  Furthermore, she 
paid attention to each of her students. 

-Contributed about a high school teacher 

 

Roger Hunt taught me that learning 

was most effective when the learner was 
engaged and having fun.  

-Contributed about a college professor 
teaching English as a second language 

 

Fred Schuld was extremely 

knowledgeable about U.S. History.  [He] 
reenacted scenes from famous events and 
taught us facts that were not contained in 
text books. 

-Contributed about a high school teacher 
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I had Dr. Dennis O'Brien for two 

French History classes at West Virginia 
University.  He called everyone by their last 
name, male or female.  He cut no slack and 
expected the best from each student.  He 
would walk into class and lean against the 
leaded glass window with an arm on the sill.  
Voicing his displeasure at the neighbor who 
cut her grass at 3pm on a lovely, otherwise 
quiet, Sunday afternoon somehow led to a 
fascinating recounting of Napoleon.   
Dr. O'Brien lived through the air raids in 
Europe, and gossiped about the scandalous 
lives of the authors whose texts were 
required reading.  The assignments took on 
a new interest as we could begin to see how 
the historical figures really were people and 
not just names to be memorized for an 
excruciatingly detailed essay. 
I was sad to hear that Dr. O'Brien passed 
away a few years ago, but his love for the 
subject and zeal for passing it on still 
remains. 

-Contributed by Beth Archibald 
 

Jan Roskam talked for a full week 

about aircraft design with only a handful of 
OHP slides, but kept all his class completely 
engaged with his gentle, humorous and 
anecdote-filled style and delivery. 

-Contributed by Kev Burke 
 

 
 

Dewitt Fly made a boring topic 

(Accounting) interesting and fun.  Since 
the topic was dull, he interacted with the 
students to make it interesting.  Although 
he frequently threw jibes and barbs at 
students, it was obvious that it was in jest 
and he had a high degree of respect for all 
his students.  His standards were high, 
and he was uncompromising in his ethics. 

-Contributed by Don Bair about his college 
professor 

 

Mr. Ruskovich [was] very down to 

earth and straightforward.  I appreciated 
the funny sarcasm that he brought to the 
class.  We learned and were entertained 
at the same time! 

-Contributed by Troy Van Houten about his 
high school English teacher 
 

Dr. John Harper was the epitome of 

the excellent teacher.  He provided a 
mental challenge with the material and 
sought to provide a higher cognitive level. 
He engaged every student in the class 
and encouraged their sharing of 
experiences.  He also provided humor in 
the classroom and "stories" that showed 
direct correlation to the application of what 
we were learning.   

-Contributed by Mike Hendon about his 
college Theories of counseling professor 

 

Mr. Wolchowski made Math fun and 

exciting to a group of sleepy teenagers. 
___ 
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Brother John Ryan made history 

come alive.  He was a kinesthetic teacher, 
so everything was acted out, which 
appealed to sight and audio [senses].  He 
brought passion to the subject matter. 

-Contributed by John Rogener about his high 
school teacher 

 

I had a professor for a freshman-level 
college History course that made a 

lasting impression on my love of learning 
and my image of what [defines] a great 
teacher.  He was so memorable because 
of his love and command of the subject. 
His approach personified the notion of 
"history as storytelling," which made a 
potentially boring American History course 
captivating.  He never used visual aids or 
props, and would never have lecture 
notes.  He would just come in to the 
classroom, sit down on the desk in the 
front of the room, and begin talking from 
memory about the topic.  His perspective 
was always focused on the impact of 
whatever the current topic was in the lives 
of people living at that time, and on the 
current state of the world.  I don't recall 
him ever hesitating in his rendition of the 
storyline, or being unable to answer any 
question.  His love of the subject and total 
command of it gave him a relaxed, yet 
captivating, lecture style that I have tried 
to emulate in my career. 

___ 

Miss Barbara Cook, who became 

Mrs. Barbara Reynolds sometime during that 
school year, was my Creative Writing teacher 
during my junior year of high school.  She 
was positive, had a great personality, was 
down to earth, gave feedback in a helpful 
way and her class was a joy.  She also knew 
her stuff, and conveyed the critical 
information to us in an effective manner.  It 
did help a lot that I enjoyed creative writing, 
but her approach in the classroom really 
helped enhance my enjoyment and learning. 

-Contributed by Robert Toomey 
 

History came alive in Miss Cynthia 
Peters' classroom!  Her in-depth 

knowledge of the struggles faced by our 
country's leaders, combined with the 
nuances of their personal lives, created a 
vivid and memorable picture for her 
students.  I will never forget her...she has 
left an indelible mark on my life.  

-Contributed about a high school teacher 

 
Dr. Marvin Breslow specialized in 

British History - Tudor and Stuart periods.   He 
made his subject come alive through stories and 
details that made one feel he [or she] had 
actually lived through the events.  [Rather than] 
boring dates, battles, etc., [he provided] the 
political undercurrents, the underlying motives 
and feelings of the protagonists.  I changed my 
minor so I could take every class he offered. 

-Contributed by Martha Kipke 
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[My most memorable teacher] cared 
about the subject and the students that 
were taking it. 

-Contributed by Stephen Krempl about his 
high school Geography teacher 

 

She asked the best questions. 
-Contributed about a college English 
Literature professor 

 

Ben Willmore teaches Photoshop 

techniques to professionals.  I'm hard to 
impress, but he routinely impresses me.   
Both in writing and in the classroom, he is 
lucid, pragmatic and realistic.  In the 
classroom, however, he is GOLDEN.  His 
pacing and timing are impeccable; his 
attitude toward teaching an abstract 
and/or unfamiliar skill to professional 
adults is perfectly pitched.  I've seen him 
teach several times, and he is amazingly 
consistent, genial and lighthearted without 
sounding like a stand-up comedian; [he is] 
knowledgeable and yet, not overly-
impressed with himself.  There are several 
other writers, artists and instructors whose 
seminars I happily pay to attend, but even 
at Photoshop World, in the midst of the 
best of the best, this quiet and gentle man 
is a standout.  Ben TEACHES.  
Beautifully. 

___ 
 

I learned more from Russ Stickle in 6 

months of professional training than I 
[learned] in any other component of my 
entire education (in its broadest sense).  
This was because of the way that he was 
able to share knowledge based on 
conversational recounting of his experience. 

-Contributed by Howard Dobson 
 

Peter Lippuner could turn the subject 

into amazing, surprising stories. 
-Contributed about a high school German 
teacher 

 
Geoff was an actor who used learning 

as his "stage."  You always looked forward 
to his sessions because you were not sure 
how he would impart information that day.  
His subject was "adult education."  Geoff 
used "The Swamp" as his learning 
metaphor, which was carried through for 
the duration of the semester.  He built on 
each session by navigating "The Swamp," 
demonstrating his way and encouraging 
learners to build their own "Dilly Bag of 
Tricks."  Geoff motivated us through his 
dramatic and fun approach to covering 
required content and then having us, the 
learners, contextualize the content and 
apply the approach to our own practical 
training sessions. 

-Contributed by Michele 
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Mrs. DeNardin was my kindergarten 

teacher and I loved her.  She was so kind, 
gentle, loving and grandmotherly.  I was 
always awestruck when she read stories 
aloud.  [She] would pause halfway through 
a sentence, and the class would shout out 
the rest of the sentence.  (How did they all 
know what the sentence would say?) 

-Contributed by Melanie Abston 
 
After years of memorizing dates and 
names from History text books, I met 

Mrs. Mannion.  She taught European 

History to freshmen and 35 years later, I 
can still hear her voice teaching the 
French revolution as a story full of human 
drama and conflict.  We would all sit on 
the edge of our seats, hanging on her 
every word.  She always closed her 
lectures with, "and in the last analysis, it 
was a very, very real situation," at which 
point there would be a collective sigh.  
She was a master story teller and a totally 
engaged and engaging teacher. 

___ 

 
He was able to help you understand the 
subject matter through a series of 

personal stories instead of 

continuous lectures. 
-Contributed by David Barton about a trainer 
at work  

 
 

In high school, I was not a History fan, but 

Mr. Cameron made this subject come 

alive through his lectures and the videos he 
showed in class.  You were nervous walking into 
class every day, fearing “BTD” (Beat The Devil) 
would be written on the board.  BTD was an oral 
pop quiz.  Missing a question resulted in having 
to outline the current chapter of study, [which 
was] not the most fun task!  But today (at age 
50) I still remember his lectures, and he sparked 
my interest in history and current events that 
continues to this day. 

-Contributed by Patti McCully 
 

Br. Grever is a History teacher who 

brought everything to life.  Using personal 
research and historical anecdotes, historical 
figures and events became as real as the 
person sitting next to me, making everything 
easy to remember and relate to. 

-Contributed by Karen Gallinat about her 
college instructor 

 

Octavia is extremely intelligent, quick on 

her feet, knows her subject inside and out, 
[has] great delivery and is interesting as a 
person ([she is] well-traveled and lives and 
breathes what she teaches) and professor. 

-Contributed by Sherry Kotvis about her 
college Communications professor 
 

Debbie Gordon is knowledgeable, 

charismatic and fun.  Her smile lights up the 
room as she infuses humor into the learning 
experience. 

-Contributed about a trainer at work 
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Mark Alberts really spurred my 

interest in advanced mathematics.  [He] 
made Calculus fun. 

-Contributed by Patrick Dawson about his 
college instructor 

Tamara was passionate and loved 

what [she] was teaching.  She made 
learning amusing.  She taught [us] 
literature and to use our intelligence in 
analyzing and enjoying what we read.  
[She] really made us love reading. 

-Contributed about a high school teacher 
 
In fifth grade, I was lucky to have  
Mrs. MacElreath as my teacher.  

She made us work hard, but every 
afternoon for an entire half-hour, she 
allowed us to rest our minds and relax as 
she read to us from a series of books.  I 
remember how much I looked forward to 
those 30 minutes each day. I couldn't wait 
to recharge my batteries for a few minutes 
and learn "what would happen next" in the 
story.  I'll never forget her for that.  I now 
read to my son in the same way - he just 
loves it.  It would be so nice to have 
someone read to me at work that way! 

-Contributed by Harris Hof 
 
She is a great speaker: she builds 
excitement about the subject matter [and] 

is clearly an expert.  She is confident 
[and] uses examples that are fresh from 
today's news to support her teachings. 

-Contributed by Dawn Papaila about her 
college Educational Technology instru tor 

What in some teachers' hands was a dry 
memorization of names, dates, battles and 

political movements came alive in Fr. 
Armand Jacopin's high school 

History class.  When we studied Rome, 
we marched through the halls of the 
school chanting, "Senatus, populusque, 
Romanus."  When we studied the feudal 
system, we serfs brought our brown-bag 
lunches to class and “Fr. J” (the lord of the 
manor) would take his taxes in kind: an 
apple, a bag of chips, half a sandwich.   
He wore a long cape with an intricate 
clasp and had a booming deep voice.  To 
a room full of teenage girls, he was 
mesmerizing.   

-Contributed by Mary Kay Giunta 
 

Mr. Edward Voight took material 

and presented it in a fun, exciting manner.  
He targeted his presentation to his 
audience and put [it] in [the] context [of] 
our lives.  He set up a warm learning 
environment where it was alright to try, 
learn and make mistakes without feeling 
silly.  He always made us feel great for 
trying.  He was consistent in his 
personality: he was always there for you, 
cheerful, helpful and passionate about 
sharing knowledge. 

-Contributed by Pamela Chang about her 
high school Marketing teacher 

 

c
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Although [he had] his degree in History, 

Mr. Philip B. Sullivan, a former 

WWII Army officer, taught English Literature 
and Latin in the U.S. Department of 
Defense Education System European Area 
(USDESEA) high schools during the late 
60's thru the 80's.  Now, while it might seem 
strange that a History major would teach 
English Literature, it made perfect sense to 
us; his classes were among the most 
popular in school.  For three of my four high 
school years in Berlin, Germany, he 
wrapped history around our study of 
Shakespeare, Milton, Johnson and others, 
captivating us all and adding the 
embellishments that made the works come 
alive.  An inveterate punster, he taught us 
the beauty of puns and we frequently 
exhibited our skills in class, usually with him 
as the ringleader.  His tests were, without 
any variance, 10-question "multiple guess," 
for the simple reason that he believed more 
in classroom participation as the true 
measure of learning acquired (and they 
were easy to grade and score by each 
other).  One of his practices involved the 
use of what he called the "Extra 100."  He 
would pose a difficult, what some might call 
trivial, question about a historical or literary 
event connected to our studies, sometimes 
directed at a specific person, sometimes up 
for grabs by the entire class.  If the question 
was answered correctly, he would add, 
without averaging it, an extra 100 points to 

the student's total grade, effectively raising 
it.  Although we weren't necessarily aware of 
it at the time, it was a powerful incentive and 
his way to encourage outside, additional 
study above what we were being taught in 
any of our classes.  He was an ardent 
"member" of the Flat Earth Society, and he 
annually re-enacted the Gunpowder Plot 
with his class(es).  Mr. Sullivan was an 
original, and we who were fortunate enough 
to have crossed paths with him will never 
forget him or the love of learning for 
learning's sake [that] he inspired. 

-Contributed by Kirk Hine 
 

Mr. Bellefeuille was quite a character, 

but he expected a lot from the class. He 
made reading interesting.  I can still 
remember him reading Edgar Allen Poe's 
The Bells while we sat in rapt attention.  
When he signed my yearbook, he wrote, 
"God has given you much.  Use it!"  He may 
have signed everyone's book that way, but it 
stuck with me for over 30 years. 

-Contributed by Gary Harris about his high 
school English teacher 
 

Mr.Sanjay Nair [is an] excellent 

orator, humble and makes everyone feel 
important. 

-Contributed by Reeshu about an institutional 
English teacher 
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Mrs. Marguerite P. Cox was my 5th 

grade teacher in Mt. Brook, AL, 1958-59.  We 
published a class newspaper with personal as 
well as academic things.  She brought in all sorts 
of personal stories and objects to inspire us and 
she made us feel special.  She planned a party 
at her home for all her previous students since 
1955 to take place on 6/6/1966 at 6:06 PM.  We 
loved her and many of us went.  She lived in a 
stone house with a turret like a castle.  I think of 
her often and was sad when I heard she passed 
away around 5 years ago. 

___ 
 

During J. June Todd's class, I kept 

looking at the clock on the wall, wishing 
that time would move more slowly so that 
the class would last longer.  She taught 
lessons of life from literature with passion, 
drama, courage and sometimes, brutal 
honesty.  I would leave class, sometimes 
in the highest spirits and sometimes in the 
lowest, [especially] when we had failed to 
meet her high expectations of us.   
I was fortunate as an adult to become her 
friend.  I wish some circumstances of her 
life had turned out more favorably.  She 
deserved better than the hand that life 
dealt her. 

-Contributed about a high school English 
teacher 

 

Mr. Gregory was my high school 

English teacher and had a great sense of 
humor.  He told stories to illustrate things 
and help us understand.  He was really tall 
and told us things he had done which 
helped us see him as a real person, not just 
a teacher at school. 

___ 
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Chapter Three 
“She thought of the craziest ways to 
teach us – sometimes, it didn’t even feel 
like class.” 
 

Karol Thompson opened up to me 

the whole world of art, art history and the 
humanities.  She talked about history as a 
whole tapestry, with each thread in the 
tapestry representing an artist, a person, a 
style or an idea. 

-Contributed by Heidi McLain about her high 
school Arts & Humanities teacher 

 

Mrs. Cavaleni was always so excited to 

share the lesson with us.  We were at an age 
when the boys in class were "too cool" to 
participate in an art activity, and forget about 
Art History!  But this woman inspired us to do 
our very best and she was able to reach 
each child, regardless of his or her learning 
preference.  She really cared.  She even had 
all of the children painting the town (literally) 
red, white and blue in 1976.  This required 
her to interact with us on weekends.  She 
also showed a small group of 8th graders 
that they were not too young to design the 
school flag and write the school song.  She 
made me feel like there wasn't anything I 
couldn't do. 

___ 

 
 

Mr. Dave Terwilliger was my English 

teacher at San Juan High School in Citrus 
Heights, CA.  English was my favorite subject, 
as I had aspired to be a writer since my earliest 
memory.  During those morning lessons, he 
challenged the class with the discipline of writing.  
I usually completed my lessons quickly, and 
brought a book to read in class.  Although this 
would normally be frowned upon to read a book 
during class time, Mr. Terwilliger seemed to 
recognize my boredom as the rest of the 
students worked to complete their lessons and 
permitted me the license to read.  I appreciated 
that he took the time to recognize the students 
as people, not just kids in class.  Three years 
after high school, I wrote and sold my first book.  
I firmly believe that although I had always had a 
passion for writing and words, Mr. Terwilliger 
had a significant influence during the challenging 
teenage years that contributed to my going 
forward with writing.   Soon after selling my first 
book, I moved overseas and lived for the next 13 
years in three different countries, traveling 
around Eastern Europe and the former Soviet 
Union and Israel.  During this time, I was able to 
interview people in challenging situations living in 
countries much different from ours.  These 
interviews served to help get the word out about 
life in communist countries.  I am now living back 
in the United States, working for a corporation 
that I am able to lend my writing skills [to] as I 
moonlight as a writer.  To Mr. Terwilliger, please 
know that you have made a difference in a 
former student's life- thanks! 

-Contributed by Kathy (Miller) Amato 
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Elliott Masie taught his class how to 

teach computers using a cardboard box.  
He taught the class "the teacher never 
touches the keyboard."  He taught the 
class that training should be fun, for the 
instructor AND the student.  

-Contributed by Lawrence Clampffer 
 
This teacher was able to make a topic I 

had no interest in my favorite part of my 

day.  All throughout school I hated 
Science, but this Physics teacher made 
class exciting and it was the first time I got 
straight A's in high school. 

-Contributed by Nicholas Bird 
 

In Mrs. Jayne Knighton's class, we 

had the opportunity to really do some 
hands-on things.  I felt like I learned so 
much that year, my 5th grade year.  We 
learned how to write poetry and did it in a 
book format to give to our moms for 
Mother's day (May = end of school).  We 
had an ongoing project that we built upon 
the whole year.  I also remember learning 
the state capitals from her.  We just [did] a 
lot of word games and pneumonics to 
remember them.  (I still remember them to 
this day.)  She was spunky, full of life and 
quite creative.  Everyone wanted her for a 
5th grade teacher! 

-Contributed by Ann Kennedy 
 

Mr. Scott Case made science fun 

and relevant.  I will always remember him 
for his mad-scientist hair, his clever wit, 
and his adventurous nature...not to 
mention his display of a powder keg using 
a big hat box and every-day baking flour. 

-Contributed by Jill M. McDaniel about her 
junior high school Science teacher 

 

Coach Cowan cared, [was] more 

friend than official teacher, smart, [a] great 
listener [and had] high standards and 
ethics.  You were held accountable.   

-Contributed by Mike Humphrey about his 
high school Economics teacher 

 

Mr. Button was a 30-something surfer 

who taught high school English from a 
student-desk placed at the front of the 
class.  He would sit in that desk just like a 
teenager with his legs sprawled out in 
front of him, leaned over and talking wildly 
about literature.  He always had a story 
about surfing with his friend who later 
started Mossimo clothing company.  It was 
in his class that we read The Bell Jar and 
Catcher in the Rye.  With both books, he 
helped people in class to draw parallels to 
their own personality or relationship with 
authority figures, and really got people 
interested in reading for pleasure. 

-Contributed by Jill M. McDaniel 
 

42 



My Most Memorable Teacher  A FREE Digital Book by Elliott Masie 

 

Linda Shinook used very creative 

techniques to teach Spanish.  From the 
minute one walked into her classroom, no 
English was permitted.  Using games, 
activities, skits, television and her infectious 
humor, she not only immersed us in the 
Hispanic culture, her energy and passion 
made us excited about coming to class (no 
small feat for adult learners at 8:00-10:00 
pm).  Simply said, she inspired learning 
about a subject that many were essentially 
taking because it was required.  

-Contributed by Diane Stricklan 
 
This teacher was memorable for me for 2 
reasons: first, he made it a priority to informally 

gauge students' understanding 

of the material.  He was adept at reading facial 
expressions and would stop a lecture to ensure 
transfer of knowledge.  I can still recall many 
jokes that he told that bring to mind different 
science concepts.  Secondly, as a hearing-
impaired person, he took the time to make me 
realize that if I missed hearing or understanding 
something, usually 50% of class did as well.  He 
made it easy for me to ask him to repeat 
something (usually a hand signal or he would 
read my facial expression!) and the class 
reaction proved he was right.  So, my hearing 
loss benefited the entire class.  This was a 
valuable lesson that has proven its worth many 
times during numerous business meetings 
through the years. 

___ 
 

Mr. Pillion took an incredibly difficult 

course and made it fun and relevant to us. 
He had a great love for the number two and 
sigma.  Mr. Pillion was incredibly quirky, but 
an incredibly dedicated teacher. 

-Contributed by Gretchen Seyfried about her 
high school Analysis & Calculus teacher 

 
Joseph P. Laronda was memorable 

because he taught the entire student.  He taught 
high school mathematics, but also read to us 
from Dylan Thomas and James Thurber.  He 
invited groups of us to his home and there, we 
listened to classical music.  His (unknown to us 
students at a small country school in a farming 
community) Harvard education had produced a 
remarkable individual, and he shared his 
knowledge and passions with us. 

___ 

 
Mr. Dancart was my fourth grade 

teacher who never treated boys and girls 
differently.  He made the girls feel as 
strong, smart, and as confident as the 
boys when it came to Math, Science, and 
sports.  He incorporated activity-based 
learning into his topics more than just 
"presenting from a book:” lots of 
storytelling, playground games to teach 
coordination, team building, trust, etc.  He 
made going to class fun and exciting.  I 
believe this was the only year of school 
that I never missed a day of class. 

-Contributed by Helen Larson 
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After suffering through U.S. History as a 
junior in high school, I took an elective 

politics course with Mr. Wilbey my 

senior year.  What he did that was so unique, 
at least at our school, was to present both 
sides of the complex political issues that we 
had always seen from the "text book" 
perspective.  Detailed classroom discussions 
about sensitive, compelling topics like the 
Vietnam War, Watergate, [and the] 
Iran/Contra hearings brought those topics to 
life for us.  It was the first time that a teacher 
had really challenged me to dig beneath the 
surface of a topic.  We got away from the 
black-and-white view of the world, famously 
force-fed to high school students, and 
instead, focused in on the thought-provoking, 
real life gray areas found in most complex 
issues. 

-Contributed by Matthew Szarkowski 
 

Woody Paul demonstrated [the] ability to 

take otherwise boring material and, using 
innovative methods, engage us in learning.  

-Contributed about a college Geology & 
Geography professor 

 
Pauline Rilet [exhibited] exceptional 

ability to engage students in learning 
(including keeping a white rabbit named 
"Harvey" in her biology lab - must have 
been a James Stewart fan as well). 

-Contributed by Barbara Kertess 
 

Hermana Maureen Bernadette, 

(Hermana means Sister in Spanish), was 
a 1950s nun teaching in a mid-1980s 
world but we loved her and we knew she 
loved all of us.  She loved the Spanish 
language, people, culture and heritage.  
She taught us how to conjugate verbs with 
speed and accuracy when she'd yell "Five 
little people to the board" and we'd run up 
to the chalkboard to be timed on how fast 
we could conjugate a verb like "decir," 
which means to speak or to say.  I learned 
more about English grammar in my 
Spanish classes with Hermana than I ever 
did in an actual English class.  She was 
very tough - constantly demanding 
discipline, excellence and respect - but 
she gave us the tools to excel in many 
areas.  She constantly drew lines between 
the Spanish and Latino heritage and our 
Catholic faith, often speaking more to 
teaching about all of humanity than just 
lessons about how to order in a 
restaurant.  She taught us over and over 
every year that, with prayer, absolutely 
nothing is impossible, but that we also 
have an obligation to God to perform to 
our ultimate potential.  Hermana remains 
my friend to this day - 20 years later - and 
I am grateful for this beautiful person, 
teacher, mentor and friend for having 
graced my life. 

-Contributed by Michelle Greek about her high 
school teacher 
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Nominally a vegetable merchant, 

Yamanaka-sensei was known 

throughout western Japan as a judo 
master.  His teams did well at national 
competitions and his school produced top-
ranked sumo wrestlers.  Early in my two-
year stay in Japan, I was introduced to 
this great man--a reference everyone 
used.  Because of the buzz, I was 
surprised when I met the unassuming and 
decidedly stocky man in farmers’ clothes 
and a huge smile.  He knew no English 
and I knew no Japanese, but through my 
wife (who speaks Japanese) he asked if I 
"wrestled."  I told him that I was interested 
in learning and he was kind enough to 
take me up on the offer.  Due to the 
language barrier, we never had a 
conversation, but in the few months that I 
"studied" with him, I learned three lessons.   
1) Be uncompromising when it comes to 
your standards.  Whether you were a 
longtime student or a novice, or in my 
case, some hopeless foreigner, he'd insist 
that you do things the right way, making 
you repeat a lesson over and over until he 
was satisfied.  Once, I couldn't correctly 
do a spring hip throw, so he kept 
demonstrating it by slamming me to the 
mat, oh, about a zillion times. 
2) Give your best. He kicked many a 
student out of the class for not giving 
enough effort.  Whenever he would do 
this, it brought much shame to not just the 
problem student, but the rest of the class.  

Needless to say the class session virtually 
crackled with intensity and effort for the 
rest of the week. 
3) Don't be afraid to have fun.  Although 
he was serious about judo craft, 
Yamanaka-sensei loved to pull practical 
jokes, especially with the younger 
students. His favorite prank was to pin 
someone and, well, flatulate on him or her. 
Being a vegetable merchant and 
vegetarian, let's just say that what came 
out of that man was potent and powerful. 

-Contributed by James Mayalang about his 
athletic coach 

 
During my high school years, I had a 
sociology teacher who had an unusual 
method of teaching: in my experience with 
teachers, I had never come across his 
method of teaching.  I don't even know if I 
could qualify it.  But as I began my career 
in the work force and worked toward my 

Master's, I would have to say it was "out 
of the box."  He did not lecture, but 

facilitated.  He provided challenges and 
rewards to stimulate teenagers who sat 
through traditional class after traditional 
class.  His methodology encouraged you 
to look around concepts, not just at them.   
He was a man of principle and held each 
of us accountable for our decisions.  Even 
with his abrasive personality, he also let 
us know that he did care about us as 
individuals and our future success.  

-Contributed by S. Halbleib 
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In a high school full of generally mediocre 

teachers, Mr. Don Boardman stood 

out as someone willing to impose 
discipline early on, without sucking the life 
out of the enthusiasm for the subject: 
Chemistry.  On the first day of class, he 
laid down the law.  "You will attend class.  
This many unexcused absences will result 
in you failing the course.  You are 
expected to be on time, etc.  If you play by 
these rules, we will have fun.  If not, you 
will fail."  Looking vaguely like a red haired 
M. C. Escher, with chiseled features and a 
wry smile, he had the look that he was just 
crazy enough to mean it.  In class, he 
showed enthusiasm for his subject.  
Whenever possible he used mnemonics to 
help students understand.  Believe it or 
not, I utilized one of these mnemonics last 
night!  Mr. Boardman knew that students 
had some difficulty with some relatively 
simple, but frequently used Math 
concepts.  With that in mind, he one day 
told a long story/joke of a man with a hole 
in his head over which he always parted 
his hair.  The point was that you always 
placed the "part over the whole" when 
setting up division to calculate a 
percentage.  Last night, while going over 
some finances I began to calculate a 
percentage and "Part over the Whole" 
came audibly bouncing through my brain.   
If twenty-five years after the fact this little 
ditty still jumps into my head, I feel fairly 
confident that this teacher's quirky style 

had an impact on me.  Mr. Boardman was 
also very interested in using visual-
demonstrations to illustrate chemical 
concepts.  He made sure that each 
chemical concept was explained using 
some real world example that a 16 or 17-
year-old-student would have encountered 
in his or her own youthful experience.   
That and the fact that he occasionally 
experimented with substances that would 
spontaneously explode on shelves 
throughout the room during class left a 
lasting impression!  This teacher was 
quirky and always nothing less than 
himself, not pretending to be anything 
more or less intelligent or classy than he 
actually was.  He wore one pair of pants 
for an entire week before washing them, 
and explained his tiered system for how 
he used pairs of pants in different stages 
of deterioration for different tasks at home.   
We all thought this a little strange, but this 
human aspect also meant that the 
students tended to be themselves in the 
class as well.  It is so easy to become "a 
part of the machine" and lose your 
individuality in any learning venue, and to 
be encouraged to be exactly what you are, 
no more or less, also seemed to allow 
students to ask "stupid questions" without 
fear of feeling stupid, or (in a system that 
encouraged you to act as dumb as 
possible for fear of standing out) to allow 
you to speak up and answer questions 
from the teacher when you did know the 
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answer.  I also had the pleasure of driving 
his boat while he learned how to fly his 
home-made hang-glider, which may have 
had some impact on my remembering 
these experiences, but again, this was a 
teacher that was not one-dimensional, 
who was only vaguely larger than life and 
seemed to encourage every student to be 
the very best that he or she could.  I didn't 
pursue chemistry as a career, but when I 
got to Clarkson University, I carried a 98 
average in a Chemistry class taught by a 
very arrogant man (who had something to 
do with inventing the process for getting 
Teflon to stick to metal).  This teacher 
taught freshman Chemistry as "a course 
in freshman humility" and most other 
students were carrying averages in the 
mid-70's if that high.  I firmly believe that 
Mr. Boardman was responsible for my 
enthusiasm in learning a subject, even 
though it was outside of my major. 

-Contributed by Dean L. Waters 
 

She lived the subject, which was 

“cultural aspects of political science.”  Her 
children were adopted from countries she 
spoke of and her examples included 
artifacts and memorabilia from countries she 
visited.  She challenged us as students to 
experience politics from a humanities 
perspective, making it real vs. text book. 

___ 

 

Mr. Albert Sogliero brought a lot of 

passion and creativity to the topic of high 
school English Literature.  He respected all of 
the participants in the class while challenging 
us to think for ourselves.  He also challenged 
us to question some conventions that we had 
taken for granted. 

-Contributed by Dan Riley 
 

Jim Vincent was bizarre.  His teaching 

went beyond the course curriculum.  We'd 
have geography map quizzes in an 
Adolescent Literature class and we 
learned Hindi and Swahili phrases in 
Semantics.  You could expect the 
unexpected. 

-Contributed about a college Communications 
professor 

 

Dr. John Warner was a college 

professor in Sociology and Religion and a 
wonderful, brilliant man that made learning 
fun and interactive.  But I will never forget 
this as long as I live:  I was a straight-A 
student, but always spelled the word 
separate with an "e" instead of two" a's"!   
He explained to me that he would 
continue to take 5 points off my test if I 
misspelled the word.  To this day, I 
NEVER misspell the word separate! 

___ 
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Sr. Josita cared about each and every 

student, disciplined only those who 
caused a disruption to everyone else and 
used creative ways to reach us. 

-Contributed about an elementary school 
teacher 

 
Geometry is such a visual science and 

Mr. Doyle was like the absent-minded 

professor.  He was great at drawing out all 
the theories and hypotheses, explaining as 
he went, and when he turned around, he was 
covered with chalk from head to belt and 
usually his tie was caught up in the eraser.   
He would laugh at himself and people would 
joke with him (and make cruel jokes about 
him) but at the end of the day, he would 
explain it over and over until everyone got it, 
and stay after class to help kids out. 

___ 

 

Ms. Diaz, my 6th grade homeroom 

teacher, was a liberal in the late 70s.  She 
allowed us to use our creative spirit, 
encouraged the use of all senses in learning 
and gave individual attention.  We kept 
journals, had a reading area with pillows on 
the floor, kept a class garden, read advanced 
literature as a group, learned words to songs, 
turned our desks away from the standard 
layout, were allowed to put up posters and 
personal items and she incorporated art into 
our daily routine. 

___ 

In the mid-1950s, our Catholic elementary 
school in Coney Island, NY had few 
resources.  Fifty years later, I can still 

recall Sister Ethel Rita donning her 

imaginary bus driver's cap and inviting us to 
board her bus to travel the Lincoln Highway.   
Her sense of imagination and adventure was 
captivating.  She made learning fun.  The 
vast richness of the American cities and the 
unique features of the terrain as we traveled 
together are still vivid in my memory.   
When the devotion of religious women is 
sometimes downplayed, I am able to recall 
her commitment to faith and endurance.  You 
see, she also was crippled by arthritis.  Her 
gnarled fingers held her pen or chalk.  Some 
days she could hardly walk.  But she was 
always there for us with the same 
enthusiasm and affection. 

-Contributed by Loretta L. Donovan  
 

Shotzberger was my art teacher and 

somewhat bohemian-looking, very intelligent 
and quite laid back.  He encouraged us to be 
creative.  He let us paint on the rafters in the 
ceiling, sketch motorcycles and guitars and 
very abstract subjects; he even let me build a 
clay model of Mick Jagger's pants!  In his 
room, we had voice.  We could play music, 
get dirty, get loud, and do whatever we 
wanted, as long as it helped in getting our 
assignments completed. 

-Contributed by Lisa J. Sipple about her high 
school teacher 
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With reference to GWU's "educational 
technology leadership" program launched 

in the early 1990's, my professor, Greg  
Kearsley, demonstrated nothing short of 

genius in successfully implementing and 
employing all "then" available technology. 
The class format [was] comprised [of] (1) live 
weekly satellite broadcasts with guest 
speakers, videos, and audio 800# 
conference call-in option, supplemented by 
(2) archived VCR tapes that were priority 
mailed to and received by students several 
days prior to the next weekly class, (3) open 
exchanges via the Internet on a university 
message board providing daily interaction 
between weekly classes  (remember, this 
was back in the good-old-days when 
"Mosaic" was in its formulative stages and 
the Internet more closely resembled DOS 
than Windows) and (4) optional "live" 
classroom participation for students residing 
in the Washington, DC area.  Each weekly 
session was unique, engaging and exciting.   
Incidentally, despite the technical challenges 
encountered, students remained positive and 
totally engaged throughout the class.  In fact, 
fewer grumblings were "posted" during this 
course, delivered more than a decade ago, 
than are typically proffered in today's online 
classes.  [That is] quite remarkable 
considering students' comparatively easy 
navigation via "full featured" course sites and 
very intuitive hi-tech courseware, specifically 
designed and developed for instructor-led 

online classes! Today, Greg Kearsley is well-
recognized as a pioneer in online learning as 
well as for his frequently-quoted white papers 
on the Constructivist approach to adult 
learning.  The lessons [I] learned back in the 
early 90's have served me well in designing, 
developing and facilitating instructor-led 
online training for 21st Century students. Hats 
off to my most memorable and admired 
professor, Greg Kearsley. 

-Contributed by Anne Palmer Johnson 
 

Tony Falcetta's passion for what he 

taught was infectious.  He brought 
additional perspectives/context to the 
classroom that were above and beyond 
the core content (civics, world history, 
current events, etc.) to help make me a 
more well-rounded person.  He was 
memorable in that, he embodied most of 
the characteristics in this survey (some 
seemingly conflict with one another, such 
as casual and formal, but it worked for 
him), which often are not found in a single 
individual.  While I had somewhat of a 
predisposition to the topics at hand, my 
experiences in his classes reinforced my 
interest in those topics throughout the 20+ 
years since I was in his class, and have 
made me a better citizen as a result. 

-Contributed by Alex Zorba about his high 
school Civi s, History, and World Cultures 
teacher 

 

c
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Elizabeth Dobbs knew so much and 

was quirky, demanding, caring and funny 
all at the same time. 

-Contributed about a college English 
Literature and Linguistics professor 

 

Mr. Frank Lasser's class was 

primarily hands-on (Biology and Human 
Anatomy & Physiology).  He allowed for 
questions; we could ask anything and he 
let us know that.  And, he let us know he 
wasn't allowed to offer up certain 
information without being asked.  We were 
given different types of tests, not just 
written essay or multiple choice, but oral 
and "show me" quizzes.  The class was 
allowed to share ideas and creativity 
throughout class time.  If Mr. Lasser saw 
an interest or a spark in any of his 
students, he took the time to provide an 
opportunity to explore it. This man made 
me aware of my environment and [my 
desire] to care for our world.  In the 20+ 
years since that high school class, I have 
never used aerosol sprays.  My girlfriends 
called me "the environmentalist" in the 
big-hair days.  He used humor and 
grossness in his lectures to keep our 
interest.  If we needed him outside of the 
classroom for study help or life in general, 
he was there.  I wish I had told him what a 
difference he made in my life. 

___ 

 

Ted Thompson was my teacher for 

Algebra, Geometry and Trigonometry.  He 
didn't so much as teach us as help us 
learn.  He taught us how to think like 
problem solvers.  He discouraged us from 
memorizing formulas and instead, taught 
us to know where to find resource 
information and to use the tools, not just 
rote learning, for a test.  In 1964, he 
taught a few of us Boolean Algebra after 
we finished our Algebra 1 work. 

-Contributed by Keith Quillen 
 

Mrs. Grady was my fifth grade 

teacher.  She called each of us "Miss" or 
Mr." (using surname).  When we spoke, 
she listened and made us feel that what 
we had to say and/or contribute to the 
discussion was valuable. She never 
laughed at us or made us feel stupid.  She 
was very passionate about learning and 
she inspired us to do our best.  She 
always publicly acknowledged a job well 
done; "areas for improvement" were 
discussed in private.  She also included us 
in the conversations she had with our 
parents and encouraged us to provide 
input about our performance. 

-Contributed by Sue Rogoff 
 

Mr. Williams was enthusiastic, 

knowledgeable and quite mad. 
-Contributed by Geoff Williams about his high 
school History teacher 

50 



My Most Memorable Teacher  A FREE Digital Book by Elliott Masie 

 

Mrs. Shea told us that we were the 

smartest class she ever had, and because 
of her high expectations for us, we 
performed.  It wasn't until I was an adult 
that it occurred to me that she might have 
just been saying that to motivate us - I 
truly believed her as did the rest of the 
class.  This was 6th grade; we put many 
plays on, including Shakespeare's 
Macbeth, excelled in a Math game that we 
played on weekends in tournaments and 
in our daily work.  It was an awesome year 
and I have many vivid memories of things 
that we did, including singing Silent Night 
in German to a lady while Christmas 
Caroling and having her cry [because] she 
was so happy.  We learned all this and 
more from Mrs. Shea.  She was 
awesome... 

-Contributed by Linda Wotring 
 

I loved this woman!  Marianne 
Prejean DiGiglia made learning 

difficult subjects not only easier, but FUN.   
In particular, I remember [that] her classes 
on Dickens’s A Tale of Two Cities and 
Shakespeare's Romeo and Juliet 
encouraged me to do personal research -
solely for my own enlightenment - on the 
Jacobeans and Elizabethans.  Because of 
her influence, I too chose to be a high 
school English teacher. 

-Contributed by Desiree Devereaux 
 

Mr. Babagan was a high school 

Chemistry teacher who had extensive 
industry and business experience.  He told 
stories about what it was like to be a 
chemist as well as the topic of the class, 
"Environmental Chemistry."  He went over 
and above an urban classroom 
expectation and obtained a certificate of 
achievement from the President [of the 
United States] for people who participated 
in large environmental projects.  I had only 
a couple of people like him in my entire 
academic experience.  He also made his 
fortune making clam strips from large 
ocean clams and shared the Howard 
Johnson story of his first big sale with us.   
[He] made me feel like an insider.  

-Contributed by Mary Duggan 

 
Mr. Crotty used really thought-

provoking literature, not just the standard 
choices, and created interesting and 
challenging assignments.  He didn't just 
lecture about the books: he got everyone 
in the class involved in activities and 
discussion.  He loved teaching and he put 
all of his energy and passion into his 
classes even though he'd been doing it for 
20+ years. 

-Contributed about an AP English teacher 
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Mrs. Nijssen could really involve 

students in an active way.  She was 
committed to her students (did all the best 
so students succeeded).  She was an 
elderly woman who knew what the 
interests of students were.  And she did 
something with [that knowledge]. 

-Contributed by Wilfred Rubens about his high 
school Dutch language teacher 

 

Gary Bush's passion for his craft 

[makes him my most memorable teacher].   
I took a course called Presentation 
Fundamentals from him (really, a 3-day 
Trainer's Training class that, by far, 
surpassed [another] 5-day class I also 
took) back in the early 1990's.  I still 
remember it vividly to this day, plus still 
often use the training materials from that 
class.  I then had the pleasure of 
developing an entire corporate training 
curriculum with him and credit him for my 
learning of the teaching/training craft.  My 
favorite memory of Gary is from the 
Presentation Fundamentals class.  He 
came into the classroom after a break - no 
introduction, no explanation, no talking - 
looking rather disheveled.  He started 
serving pieces of cake by scooping them 
out with his bare hand and onto brown 
bathroom-type paper towels.  He didn't get 
very many takers for pieces of cake.  He 
then left the room and reappeared a few 
minutes later dressed like a waiter from a 
fine dining establishment.  He had the 

cake on a fancy rolling serving cart, along 
with silver, china, and cloth napkins.  He 
served up the cake again, spoke politely 
to each prospective cake-eater, and 
obviously got quite a different response 
the second time round.  He then debriefed 
the whole event with the gist of the 
message received by the students 
(without a second of "lecture") being, "it's 
all in the presentation."  The cake was still 
the same cake, but the audience 
members' reactions sure were different. 

___ 

 
He had lots of special assignments that 

involved creativity and digging 
deeper on our part.  These 

assignments were fun but also applied to 
the current learning.  They were a mixture 
of team and individual assignments.  You 
had the feeling that as long as you put a 
good effort into the assignment, you were 
safe to express your creativity.  The 
interesting thing is that it was never about 
him, so I don't remember many of his 
characteristics, just an overall impression.   
What I remember most clearly is how the 
class inspired me, my thoughts and 
creative inspirations around the 
assignments and discussions.  I wanted to 
do more for his class, not only because it 
was fun, but because I was inspired.  
Everyone in the class felt the same - he 
was a very popular teacher. 

___ 
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Mrs. Connie Ertel was my 6th, 7th 

and 8th grade History teacher.  She loved 
her subject matter and really helped to 
bring it to life for us.  She encouraged us 
to get away from the text books and 
painted an amazing picture with words 
and activities.  From acting out parts in a 
play about the Middle Ages to 
encouraging us to decide what we needed 
as pioneers on a journey across the 
Oregon Trail, we were a part of history: 
not just readers of it.  Mrs. Ertel inspired 
me [to enter] the field of education and I 
will always appreciate her influence in my 
life as an educator. 

-Contributed by Meg Behuniak 
 

Two things stand-out [about my 

most memorable teachers]: [when I was] 
failing math in the 5th grade, my teacher 
assigned one of the better students to 
coach and work with me to help.  Also, 
prior to reciting the Pledge [of Allegiance] in 
sixth grade, my teacher asked a student to 
pick something up at the library.  Later, 
when the student left to go to the library, 
our teacher explained that this student 
was an atheist and wouldn't recite the 
pledge, so rather than embarrass him, the 
teacher sent him on an errand.  When in 
subsequent days we recited the Pledge 
and this student didn't stand up, nobody 
thought anything of it. 

-Contributed by Ronald Miskie 

Ms. Dolores Becker made learning 

high school Spanish a personal 
experience.  We learned Spanish 
conversation by talking to each other 
about our weekends, current events, our 
vacations, etc. while she coached us.   
One day, a boy told a story about how 
he'd gone to Spain on a class trip and a 
group of girls approached him and tried 
speaking with him.  He tripped over his 
limited knowledge of the language and 
told the girls that he was "embarazado," or 
that he could not speak very well.  The 
girls broke out in peals of laughter.  Ms. 
Becker explained that while there are 
many cognates between English and 
Spanish, "embarazado" is not one of 
them.  Rather than "embarrassed," 
"embarazado” means pregnant.  I never 
forgot that. 

___ 

 

Dr. Schlinger [was my most 

memorable teacher] for two reasons: he 
would always summarize the previous 
session if you couldn't attend (right from top 
of his head) and everyone could get an "A."  
You may have [had] to re-write the paper 
seven times, but by the time you got your 
"A," that material was locked in your head.  I 
don't know that I need to have John Stewart 
Mills in my head all the time, but go figure ([it 
was an] ethics course). 

-Contributed by Dcannon 
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Mrs. Mitchell made Science 

unforgettable!  Science was hands-on (she 
actually had us chipping away at limestone 
cliffs in Texas searching for artifacts), it was 
inspiring (she made us feel like we could all 
become scientists, even if she knew we 
might not), but most of all, it was 
unforgettable knowledge because it was 
serious but fun.    
Isn't learning the reason we are in school?!  

-Contributed by Michelle Carter Hancock 
about her junior high school teacher 

 

Dick Bergeron modeled the behavior 

of analyzing texts and then had us take 
turns doing the same: [we were] critiquing 
each other in a respectful way and writing 
papers, all in a climate of equality.  He 
encouraged open inquiry and developed 
[our] critical analysis [skills] in a way that 
12 years of public schooling had not! 

-Contributed by Clark Quinn about his high 
school AP English teacher 

 

He really wanted to "get through" to us 

even though we were in high school.  He 
had a passion for his subject and put us in 
mock scenarios and showed video that 
gave us the experience of what we were 
studying, not just names and dates. 

-Contributed about a high school History 
teacher 

 

Dr. Remus Murray was a former 

Catholic priest who escaped Hungary during 
the revolution in 1956.  Both his knowledge 
and his humility seemed limitless.  He 
considered the present meaning of each 
action and word he encountered and 
responded with love.  This was a breath of 
fresh air in an otherwise tradition-choked 
girls' Protestant school.  Once, I asked him 
about an exam I had written.  It was only 
about 90% correct but he gave me an A.   
When I explained that I didn't think I 
deserved this grade, he asked me, "Did you 
study for this exam?"  I said yes.  "Would 
you have worked any harder if I had given 
you a B?"  No, I was working as hard as I 
could.  "Then you do deserve this A."  In a 
time of personal stress and disillusionment, I 
found Dr. Murray to be a beacon of peaceful 
strength.  He had survived political 
persecution, prison, the "underground 
railway" out of Hungary and the loss of two 
children; yet, he was always serene and 
loving to his students. 

-Contributed by Liza Loop about her high 
school Latin, French, and Greek teacher 

 
Mrs. Houck found out what I was 

interested in and slanted all the content she 
was responsible to pass on to me through 
that filter.  She taught character as well as 
knowledge, and she praised when praise 
was due.  She never punished unjustly. 

-Contributed about a middle school teacher 
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George Bugliarello promoted 

constructivist, student-centered learning in 
the 1960s long before it was a popular 
educational approach.  He was the only 
engineering professor I know of at 
Carnegie-Mellon University who was 
passionately appreciated by the CMU 
drama and arts students, whom he engaged 
wonderfully to help solve engineering 
problems.  Among other things, his teaching 
style involved getting students to think "out 
of the box."  Exploring issues in a broad 
context, they would develop themselves for 
understanding an entire discipline (e.g. fluid 
mechanics).  He was a co-learner, getting 
down and dirty with his students to learn 
new things (literally crawling on the floor to 
explore an amoeba-like robot a student 
constructed to move on extraterrestrial 
surfaces).  He emphasized interdisciplinary 
work, bringing in sociologists, architects, 
and philosophers to address the 
engineering students.  I had the honor to 
work on a grant [that] he managed [in order] 
to combine the efforts of industries, the 
health care community, and academic 
institutions in western Pennsylvania to solve 
health care problems.  In more recent years, 
Dr. Bugliarello, as Chancellor of the 
Polytechnic Institute of New York and 
science advisor to Mayor Koch, created a 
new discipline (financial engineering).   
Working with the political establishment and 
developers, he created Metrotech, a project 
combining efforts and expertise from the 

financial community, academia and the 
political establishment to renovate 
downtown Brooklyn and provide 
mechanisms for creative problem solving.   
He always asked his students to think if and 
how technology could truly help solve 
problems in the world, not just respond to 
expectations of the status quo.  And, he 
[served as] a role model in seeing how 
innovation could be accomplished in real 
world settings and listening to others from 
various disciplines to better understand 
what might help and what might hurt. 

-Contributed by George Schuessler 
 

Mr. Larkin was one of my junior high 

school teachers who taught World History 
(yawn).  His approach was to put himself in 
the middle of all the action.  He was always 
getting into trouble and letting us figure out 
how to get him out of trouble.  Our final 
project was to put ourselves into one of the 
history scenarios and write our own story. 

___ 

 
My 11th grade English teacher, Mr. 
Painter, made us think.  He would ask 

questions, get a few answers and discuss 
the topic, such as (regarding freedom in 
literature), "If you lived in a chalet, with all 
the amenities, but could not leave, how 
would you feel?" 

-Contributed by Charles Dittell 
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Growing up in Berlin, NH, a small town 
near the Canadian border, I heard French 
spoken all the time and became obsessed 
with learning the language.  I had to wait 
until 9th grade to begin.  "Bonjour tout le 
monde.  Asseyez-vous."  What the heck 

was he saying?  Mr. Waugh was 

smiling and gesturing to the seats in his 
classroom.  I followed the other kids into 
the room and took a seat in the front row.  
I was thrilled to be there.  A tall man with 
spectacles and dark brown hair, gray at 
the temples, Mr. Robert Waugh had a 
formal and professional manner.  With 
several degrees from prestigious schools, 
including the Sorbonne, he was a highly 
respected "master teacher" among French 
teachers in the state of New Hampshire.   
I'd heard that he had been honored with 
the highest recognition by the French 
government for achievement in teaching, 
but I had not been warned of his rather 
unusual classroom techniques.  Once we 
were all seated, quiet and attentive, Mr. 
Waugh cleared his throat and spoke in 
English.  "This is the only time I will speak 
in English to you for the rest of the year.   
From now on, I will speak only French.  I 
will periodically give tests and they will be 
a surprise.  No test will be announced in 
advance.  Welcome to French.  Soyez les 
bienvenus."  Mr. Waugh continued 
speaking in French for the next 45 
minutes.  He handed out books; he 
smiled, asked us to repeat certain 

phrases.  I staggered out of class, my 
head spinning.  Boy, this was going to be 
hard!  I was thrilled with this challenge.  I 
was determined to uncover the secrets of 
the French language, to master the 
French "r," to excel in speaking this grand 
language of diplomacy.  A few weeks 
later, I walked into Mr. Waugh's classroom 
to see 5 sentences in English written on 
the blackboard.  Surprise.  A test.  Over 
time, we learned that this was Mr. Waugh's 
way of finding out how much we had really 
learned.  His tests were always just 5 
sentences in English and we had to 
translate them into French.  It was the only 
time English was present in the classroom.   
He still never spoke a word of it.  I really 
enjoyed the classes we spent in the 
language lab.  We would listen to various 
dialogues, repeating questions and 
answering them.  Mr. Waugh could 
randomly monitor individual students so 
you never knew when he was listening in.   
But when I heard his voice saying "très 
bien Pamela, parfait" to me through the 
headphones, that positive reinforcement 
just increased my enthusiasm.  I took to 
French the way I would take to 
international travel and international 
marketing later in life - with a thirst for 
knowledge, a need to understand, a 
compelling desire to succeed and great 
passion.  I soaked it all up, every phrase, 
every new word.  I practiced talking to 
myself in French on my walk home from 
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school.  I earned A's in French both 
semesters and decided freshman year 
that I would become a French teacher 
later in life.  (I taught French for six years 
and then spent 20 in international 
marketing - the language was my gateway 
to a global career.)  I wish Mr. Waugh 
were still alive so I could thank him for the 
impact he made on my life. 

-Contributed by Pam Burton 
 

Mr. Farina never gave us a list of facts.   

One lesson I remember most was about 
Socialism.  When my senior History class 
began studying socialism, he "confided" in 
us that he was a Socialist.  He said our 
history book was full of propaganda on 
Socialism, so we would have to teach 
ourselves that chapter.  His declaration 
baited us into an argument.  He asked the 
class to prove him wrong in his thinking.   
We didn't realize Mr. Farina was playing 
devil's advocate.  It caused my class to 
research and be able to argue "our side," 
and to understand "his side" because we 
wanted to win the argument.  This weeks-
long lesson from 1967 has stuck with me 
all these years.  He took a lot of heat from 
parents who thought he was trying to 
"brainwash us," until the lesson was over 
and they realized what he was doing. 

-Contributed by Donna Maier 
 

During my time in the Army, another guy 
and I were up for the same promotion.  My 

Platoon Sergeant set us on the same 

task, knowing both of us would meet the 
same obstacle.  He did not inform us of the 
obstacle, yet wanted to observer our reaction 
to it.  Later, I learned of the obstacle, which I 
didn't see as one at the time.  The other guy 
simply returned and said he could not 
accomplish the task.  He taught me how he 
as a leader had to make a tough decision.  
By asking us both to do the same task, he 
knew one of us would fail and one would 
succeed.  When the other guy came back 
and said he could finish, my platoon sergeant 
simply accepted his failure and told him it 
was no problem.  By using this practice, he 
was able to keep dignity without humiliation 
from one of us, while not encouraging a 
boastful attitude from the other.  He told me 
this the day after I was promoted. 

___ 

 
Although he was one of the most 
prominent world scientists of his time and 
a senior staff member of the University of 

Lisbon, Faculty of Sciences, Prof. José 
Pinto Peixoto always did the 

unexpected and presented the most 
difficult topics using imaginative and 
simple daily examples that everybody 
could understand. 

-Contributed about a college Meteorology 
professor 
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Mrs. Lutz was near retirement when I 

was her second grade pupil in the early 
1960's.  She read to us (The Boxcar 
Children was a favorite), told us stories 
from her life, involved us in learning by 
bringing in people to talk about their work 
(I remember an Air Force pilot showing us 
how a parachute opened using a real 
parachute!).  She made sure we all got 
into the learning process: sitting still like 
statues was not her idea of learning. 

-Contributed by Rick Sell 

 
Dr. J. Rufus Fears presents 

information in a creative way that transfers 
his passion for the subject to the student.  
He transports you back in time, placing 
you in the scenario he is discussing.  For 
example, he walked us through the streets 
of Pompeii, taking on the persona of a 
young, ne'er do well lawyer's son, showing 
us the city on its last day through the 
young man's eye.  He asks thought-
provoking questions to make you reflect 
on the material at hand and relate it to 
current issues.  I dreaded taking 
Philosophy until I took a course with Dr. 
Fears.  He showed me its relevance to my 
job as a manager: I ended up developing 
a love for the subject and taking several 
other philosophy courses. 

-Contributed by Bonne Karim about a college 
Classics professor 

 

Mr. "Bugsy" Bergdorf (as he was 

called throughout the school) was eccentric 
in a positive way.  For example, he knew the 
full names and seating locations of every 
student in the class [with]in the first 10 
minutes of the first day of class (and we 
selected our own seats).  He knew if anyone 
ever tried to change his or her seat.  He 
knew everything (or so we thought) that 
went on in that class.  Once, when I finished 
cutting open a dead frog to expose its brain, 
I swapped frogs and did the same for the 
person next to me who had been having 
trouble with the dissection.  I was certain he 
did not see the swap.  When he examined 
the results of our work, he subtlety and 
calmly suggested to my classmate that his 
frog looked terrific, almost as if it had been 
dissected by Mr. Parmentier.  I learned 
techniques and things from him that I have 
never forgotten, and never will forget.  For 
what it's worth, I still know the Latin names 
for the Wild Turkey (meleagris gallopavo) 
and the Bald Eagle (leucocephalus for short, 
or "Luke" for even shorter), although I don't 
get to use them much, except in cases like 
this and when having Thanksgiving dinner 
with geeks.  

-Contributed by Mike Parmentier about his high 
school Biology teacher
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First and foremost, I could never forget his 

name: Mr. Illman.  Specifically, he so 

lived up to his name!  He was "ill!"  As a 
high school English teacher, he used to 
recite Hamlet standing on a desk 
(anyone's desk)! 

-Contributed by Sandi Williams 

 
Mr. George Klepacz was my senior 

high American History teacher at John 
Marshall High School in Cleveland, OH in 
1971.  Mr. Klepaz made history come to life.  
He didn't teach directly from the "book;" 
rather, [he] taught by going beyond the text.   
He could make events from hundreds of 
years ago seem real, even current, in your 
"mind's eye."  He truly cared about the 
subject AND his students.  He took a 
personal interest in our successes and was 
one of the most approachable teachers I 
ever had the pleasure to learn from in high 
school.  It was a very rare day when I didn't 
look forward to attending his class!  He was 
a very large influence on my decision to 
become a trainer later on in life.  Due 
primarily to this survey, I did a bit of 
research and discovered that Mr. Klepacz 
was later recognized by the U.S. Congress 
in 1997 for his efforts.  I guess you could 
say that I picked a good role mode!  Thanks 
for letting me share! 

-Contributed by Mike Wallace 
 

Vance Stevens is a role model and 

mentor for many people who have found a 
new way to learn by doing: [conducting] 
collaborative experiments in a relaxed and 
casual way, having fun, [taking 
responsibility for] and [demonstrating] 
commitment and care for newcomers.  I 
met him and his online playmates four 
years ago and joined their online 
community of educators working with 
computer-assisted and online language 
learning.  I never stopped participating in 
the ongoing experiments.  In due time, I 
was also ready to become an online 
mentor, using the social presence 
approach to the communication 
technologies we're learning to use 
together in action.  I cannot think of a 
better way to move from peripheral 
participant and beginner toward self-
documented domain expertise. 

-Contributed by Susanne Nyrop 
 

Mrs. Katherine Kwolek was my 

Chemistry and Advanced Chemistry 
teacher.  She didn't "teach" us chemistry: 
she led our learning and understanding.   
She combined class with lab, and provided 
models for lecture time - giving us mental 
pictures of the atoms and molecules.  In 
addition, she made it fun by designing 
flamboyant and memorable experiments. 

-Contributed by Lori Klepfer 
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I loved Manuel Pliego's Philosophy 

class, did very well throughout the course 
but did not deliver a final paper knowing 
my final grade would be consequently 
lower [than my average].  When I learned 
that I got a final [grade of] A, I approached 
my teacher and asked why he did not 
punish me.  He said: "You deserve an A.  I 
know you will be writing a good final paper 
the rest of your life."  Now I have a lifelong 
task and learning challenge thanks to my 
wise teacher! 

-Contributed by Tomas Orozco about his 
college professor 

 

Mr. Eugene Chesnick had the 

ability to help me see the books we read 
and the characters within them from 
different perspectives.  He taught me the 
value and power of metaphors and 
thoughtfully presented ideas.  Like a cook 
places a steaming aromatic dish in front of 
dinner guests, he had a way of putting ideas 
in front of us.  We could examine them, try 
them and decide if we liked them.  It was 
clear that he valued what we had to offer 
and he encouraged us to participate 
because he really liked listening to our 
thoughts.  We taught each other. 

-Contributed by Harold Strawbridge about his 
college American Lite ature (Travel Narrative) 
professor 

r

 

Professor Bellis understood the art 

of facilitating learner-driven learning. 
-Contributed by Willie Maritz about his college 
Human Resource Development professor 

He was my college Structural 
Building Design teacher, he was 

from Spain, a gentleman [and] always well-
dressed.  His class was on a very demanding 
and high level, but in between his teachings, 
he recited and commented [on] passages 
from Don Quixote de la Mancha, The Seven 
Chambers of Spirituality from Teresa de 
Avila, about the classics and their music.   
Also, he warned us about hearing music 
without first appreciating and being aware of 
what it says in our interior being.  He said 
engineers have to first be people full of 
humanity.  Once he said, "My dear friends, 
concrete is so flexible that us engineers can 
calculate it, but us humans require more 
attention in order to know ourselves as 
persons."  My interest in culture and in 
engineering was opened by his enthusiasm 
and quality as a mentor of all the students 
that had the privilege of learning from him.  In 
our group, [we] averaged 22 years [of age]; 
he was 65 years old, and during the Spanish 
revolution, he was exiled in Mexico. 

-Contributed by Alejandro Phelts 
 

She was the only teacher I have had in my 
entire span of school and college who 
taught us to see things differently, read 
between the lines and decipher the text in 

the book using "out-of-the-box" 
thinking. 

-Contributed by Manpreet about his college 
English instructor 
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Mr. Kelly was a History teacher that we 

had for a very short period of time.  I think 
he was doing his H. Dip (educational 
teaching practice) in our school.  We were in 
our final year of secondary school, suitably 
sophisticated and cutting (or so we thought) 
and I believe we probably gave him hell.   
He, on the other hand, was disarmingly 
genuine, passionate about his subject and 
even more amazingly, treated us all like 
adults and, even better still, like University 
students.  So, he lectured us, giving us 
insights and views and current thinking on 
the leaders of the 1916 Easter Rising.  He 
made the characters seem alive and, more 
significantly, gave us some of the belief 
systems of the key characters.  I'll never 
forget some of the things he described: how 
Padraig Pearse might actually have seen 
himself as a Christ, how he believed in the 
"blood sacrifice," etc., etc.  It all seemed 
very fresh and up-to-date, and he never 
looked at the key text books, but gave 
lectures and read from his own battered, 
handwritten notes.  He was also probably 
one of the youngest men ever to have 
crossed the threshold of our classroom, so 
this might have made an impression on our 
young female minds. 

___ 

 

Mrs. Miller taught me that The Beatles 

wrote poetry. 
-Contributed by Paula Cancro about her high 
school English teacher 

My college Sociology instructor 
is very engaging, finds ways to involve 
everyone in discussions, is reasonably 
strict (creates an atmosphere that is 
neither too threatening nor too lax) and 
the work ethic she demands of her 
students still [defines] the values and 
ethics I currently apply in my work. 

___ 

 

Philippe Crinelli is slightly 

handicapped, walks with a stick and [is] 
relatively small; however, [when he taught 
me,] he was "biting" life as no-one else I 
met before and made me reconsider my 
life's essentials. 

___ 

 

She taught us to look at history in a 
different way, adopting an approach 

which, at the time, was unusual: looking at 
real documents and discussing all the 
issues related to them with an integrated 
approach. 

-Contributed about a high school teacher 

 
Mr. Kelleher created a connection 

between subject (Math) and pupil before 
launching into the subject matter.  He always 
opened class with a discussion, reinforcing 
that Math was a discussion subject. 

-Contributed about a high school teacher 
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Father Ryan taught Math.  He loved his 

subject and his enthusiasm was infectious.   
Other Masters were probably good 
teachers, but Father Ryan could show you 
the same thing in many different ways (until 
he found one you understood) and he was a 
vast source of useless but interesting data: 
the number of tennis balls could you stuff 
inside the Moon, the amount of fuel his car 
would use to get there....). 

-Contributed about a high school teacher 
 

Although I was taught by David Foale 

over 30 years ago, I do still remember his 
style.  He would often open up a 
Geography lesson with an ice breaker, 
which would usually be a joke or 
something funny that was in the news.  He 
was very clear about what you were going 
to learn every lesson by setting initial 
objectives; this was very unusual for 
teachers in the mid 60s.  He also 
communicated with language that 
students were familiar with (the local 
street language).  He dressed in 
fashionable clothing of the period, which 
made him seem to be a person who was 
more on our level rather than some of the 
teachers in older style clothes.  In a 
nutshell, he seemed to interact with us on 
a peer level rather than the stoic teacher 
level of that period. 

-Contributed by Paul Kunzl about his high 
school teacher 

At the beginning of the school year, [she] 

defined [her] strategy of instruction 

and examination periods, made pupils 
aware of it [and] stuck to it consistently.  So, 
each of us in class knew approximately 
when our turn for [an] oral exam would 
come and what it would cover so that we 
could prepare ourselves and [achieve our 
best possible performance].  Besides this, 
she was flexible enough to accommodate 
our excuses for not taking exams, if [the 
excuses] were reasonable.  She was 
extremely knowledgeable and erudite in the 
subject, adding anecdotes and unusual 
information on top of the compulsory topics 
she was supposed to cover. 

-Contributed about a high school teacher 
 

Mr. Steffey was eccentric!  He was 

drastically different from the majority of 
teachers I've ever had.  His approach to 
training was to involve all the senses and 
[encourage us] to use our imaginations.  
He would have us close our eyes while he 
taught.  He would have us think of how 
things would smell, look, taste and feel.  
He would also teach us little, obscure 
tidbits about the subject matter that most 
people wouldn't know.  It made us feel like 
we had some inside information.  He took 
us on field trips so we could see for 
ourselves what we learned in the 
classroom. 

-Contributed by Pam Hart about her high 
school History teacher 
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Mr. Paul Ladd made history come 

alive.  He did not just focus on 
accomplishments of historical figures: he led 
us down the path of their thoughts, times and 
passions.  Paul laughed and had fun.  With 
his permission, we named our intramural 
baseball team after him: "Paul's Ladds."  

-Contributed about a high school teacher 
 
I have had a few memorable teachers, but 
one example sticks out in my mind today.   
He was my Creative Writing teacher in 
college.  On one particular morning, he 
was sitting on the edge of his desk in the 
front of class when a young, attractive 
woman came storming into the room.   

She threw a ring at him and told 

him what he did last night was despicable, 
along with a few other choice words.  She 
stormed out of the room the same way 
she came in.  As the teacher sat on the 
edge of the desk with his head down, we 
sat in silence wondering what in the world 
he had done.  The teacher then looked up 
slowly and asked us to write down in detail 
what we just saw.  I know police officers 
go through training like this, but it was a 
new experience for all of us.  This was a 
staged event to get us to use our memory, 
our recall ability and our creative writing 
ability to explain the event that just 
happened.  To this day I think it was one 
of the most unique college classes I had. 

-Contributed by Mark Fine 
 

Mrs. Elizabeth Fox was a high school 

American History teacher.  She treated us 
like adults, talked to us as if we were [her] 
peers, had high expectations and 
communicated them to us in a professional 
manner, not like a dictator.  She was kind but 
did not try to be our friend.  She taught with 
modern (at the time) tools like the newspaper 
and magazines.  She had us vote in a real 
voting booth.  She had us do things for the 
community too: charitable things to teach us 
appreciation of what we had and compassion 
for others who had much less.  She was strict 
and a tough grader, but I didn't mind because 
I knew what she expected of me and was 
driven to meet those expectations for both 
her and myself. 

-Contributed by Lisa Smith 

 
Mr. Gordon Turnbull was my high 

school physics teacher and he really made 
complex topics not only easy to understand, 
but really fun.  One project I had for extra 
credit was to nail a raw egg to a board and 
ensure that it didn't leak.  It could be in no 
type of container except the natural shell.   
Another project had to do with various types 
of soap bubbles, including ones that were 
extremely durable and others that would 
burst into flames when exposed to a candle 
flame: just really fascinating stuff. 

-Contributed by David S. Hale 
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Lisa Smith was my Social Studies 

teacher in high school.  She really challenged 
us.  When we learned about different 
countries, we learned more than just facts.  I 
still remember the Chinese she taught us 
when we learned about China.  

-Contributed by Janet. L. Hale 

 
Mr. Marc Fraticelli made learning fun: 

it never seemed like work.  He incorporated 
music and games and we were seated at 
about 4 or 5 large tables (this was grade 5).   
We had a small aquarium and we built things 
(like a Parthenon) for History.  We wrote and 
performed plays, wrote poetry and did a lot of 
Math.  I think, looking back, that it was an 
open-classroom concept. 

-Contributed by Evelyn Hartley 
 
Back in the 1970's in Ireland, when chalk 
and blackboard was still the technology of 

choice, this extraordinary teacher, Niall 
Sweeney, would draw maps of the solar 

system on the blackboard in different colored 
chalk.  [They] took hours to create and 
minutes to erase [but resulted in] decades of 
impact.  His enthusiasm for his profession 
was infectious, and it needed to be given the 
poor state of the facilities around him and the 
generally disinterested state of most of his 
pupils.  [He was] a real hero to me. 

-Contributed by Brendan Cannon about his 
middle school teacher 

 

This instructor created an open 
"space" for the sharing of ideas.   

This was very important because 80% of the 
grade was based on classroom participation.   
Of all my academic university experiences, 
this was the closest to what I believe higher 
education should be. 

-Contributed about a college Humanities 
professor 

 
Mrs. Carmen Calvar was the most 

energetic and passionate teacher I have 
ever had the pleasure of learning from.   
She was my 11th grade Spanish teacher 
at Providence Sr. High in Charlotte, NC 
and I absolutely adored her.  She never 
talked down to us as students; she treated 
us as equals, expecting us to conduct 
ourselves in a respectful manner.   
However, she always made class fun with 
great activities and wonderful assignments 
that made us think.  On an individual level, 
she took a personal interest in each 
student in her class.  She asked about our 
families and friends and how our 
extracurricular activities were going.  She 
invited us to dinners at her house so we 
could experience what a true Cuban 
family was like.  She loved each and every 
one of us like her own.  I hope she is out 
there somewhere, still teaching children 
the beautiful language of Spanish and the 
incredible culture that makes up Latin 
America. 

-Contributed by Neely Rogers 
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Mrs. Murphy taught us French by 

making us sing, dance, tell jokes, use 
body language, stamp out rhythms, squish 
our faces in strange shapes...and she 
smelled of French perfume!  

-Contributed by Jocelyn Phelps about her 
high school teacher 

 

Omar Chanona promotes non-lineal 

thinking in his students.  His learning 
strategy is based in Internet concepts and 
hyperlinks, movies and TV shows, and 
one character: Sherlock Holmes. 

-Contributed by Alfredo Flores Romero about 
his college Audiovisual Pedagogy instructor 

 

I remember Mrs. Portman to be a little 

quirky, but in a funny way that kept me 
engaged.  She was this little tiny lady that 
always had a smile on her face.  What I 
remember most was how she taught us how 
to follow directions using a non-traditional 
technique.  For example, each student had 
a driver's license that was used for setting 
the right behavior.  Speeding = running in 
the halls; driving the wrong way = not 
staying in single-file line; honking = talking; 
accident = hitting or running into another 
student; etc.  Each violation was a point and 
the object was to get the least amount of 
points in a given week.  It was a fun way to 
learn how to follow directions and rules.  I 
think I got a lot of speeding tickets, but I 
never lost my license. 

-Contributed by Kevin Christensen about his 
middle school teacher 

Patricia H. was my high school Math 

teacher who was so impressive to me that 
I wanted to be her.  She knew her subject 
so well that I think I was a bit in awe of her 
intelligence.  She was also young and 
attractive so it was a bit of a mismatch (for 
that day) in what one thought of as a Math 
teacher. 

___ 

 
While others were intimidated at times, I 

found Ms. Pomeroy to be one of the 

most creative and innovative teachers I 
have had.  She encouraged everyone to 
achieve and excel in every effort.  As 
individuals, we needed to believe in 
ourselves and as a class, we needed to 
believe [in] and support each other.  She 
believed that we could choose to alter our 
lives [through] our attitudes. 

-Contributed about a middle school teacher 
 

He was a cool guy.  He allowed the 

class to pace ourselves through the 
curriculum.  As students, we enjoyed that 
Friday was often a quickie, and we made 
up for it on Monday/Tuesday.  He really 
treated us as if we knew a lot of it already, 
and just sought to have us discover what 
we already new, and learn a new 
terminology for it. 

-Contributed by David Coleman about his 
college Business Economics instructor 
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Mrs. Dalche' taught foreign languages 

at my high school.  Russian was the one I 
chose.  She was a character: pretty, petite 
and energetic.  She wore the brightest 
colored clothes she could find and 
impressed us all with her Peter Max 
designer stockings (it was the 70's).  Her 
passion for the language and the culture 
was communicated in everything she did 
in front of that classroom and proven out 
by her own commitment, [evidenced by] 
spending a summer at Moscow University.   
She stuck by some simple rules:  
1.  Once we passed through the door of 
the classroom, we only spoke Russian.   
2.  Every week, we had culture day and 
learned about the people who spoke the 
language.   
3.  To get a passing grade, you just had to 
open your mouth and try!  I suppose it was 
all about immersion.  We did well because 
we spent one hour a day, five days a 
week in a different world.  She believed in 
us and showed it by entering us in foreign 
language competitions.  She also took the 
time to take us to cultural events in the city 
(Chicago): museums and concerts and 
ballets where we could meet real 
Russians and hear the language spoken 
by natives.  It wasn't a class: it was an 
experience that has lasted a lifetime. 

-Contributed by Sally Zuhn 

 
 

Mr. MacKenzie acted like a peer.  In 

fact, he hung out with us in campus bars and 
was, as we were in the late sixties, politically 
active.  He presented creatively what could 
have been very boring subject matter by 
combining cool things, Science Fiction and 
Shakespeare, into an undergraduate 
elective.  It was one of those wildly popular 
courses that you were really happy you got 
into.  He was an easy grader; nevertheless, 
you came away with insights into 
Shakespeare's relevance, [which was a] big 
concept at the time, to the world we lived in. 

-Contributed by John Galto 
 

Mrs. Lingerfelt broke the typical 

teacher mold: dress, attitude and subject 
matter.  She discussed current culture to 
help us learn about literature.  She always 
made it interesting, and I credit my love of 
poetic song lyrics to studying in her class. 

-Contributed by Tammy Payne about her high 
school English teacher 

 

Cleve Folger explained the difference 

between a growth agency/company and 
service agency/company and illustrated it 
with a glass of water, specific examples 
and important illustrations on how to use 
this information to better serve and 
communicate with each group. 

-Contributed by Jack F ick 

 
r
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Heather Morrow is well-organized.   

She authors her own course material, 
which is concise and easy to understand. 

___ 

 
Mrs. Elperin came to teach at my very 

small, rural high school in western 
Indiana.  She had been raised on the East 
coast and was quite urban and 
sophisticated in comparison to the other 
teachers, parents and students in our little 
school.  She taught higher level 
Composition and Writing as well as Latin 
classes.  Mrs. Elperin was often the brunt 
of many pranks and jokes because she 
was so different. I have to admit she was 
a bit odd, or maybe eccentric would be a 
better description; however, she really had 
a passion for learning and for the arts.   
Through her approach to curriculum, she 
caused us to stretch our minds into areas 
we had previously never explored.  She 
recommended books for us to read and 
discuss that stimulated our thinking and 
gave us a view of what life might be like 
outside of a little Indiana town.  I will 
always remember her because she gave 
me the Lord of the Rings trilogy to read.   
LOTR has ever since been my most 
favorite fantasy reading.  I try to 
read/listen to the books at least once 
every year or so.  She also turned me on 
to life and society in large urban areas by 
reading Raisin in the Sun  (I think this was 

her personal copy - in those days in the 
mid-70's in a small, conservative Indiana 
town, I doubt the school board would have 
approved the book for our use), The 
Jungle and another favorite, On the Beach.  
I can remember her entering us as high 
school seniors in a "Latin Convention" 
held at Indiana University.   About 8 of us 
drove over and spent the day hanging out 
with her as she hung out with her 
colleagues, competing in translation 
contests, Greek mythology competitions 
and listening to erudite speakers.  It was a 
significant cultural shift for us.  [My 
memory of] her will always stick with me 
as she went beyond the minimum 
requirements of the class and catered her 
teaching by urging and coaxing individuals 
to read different books and experience our 
culture more deeply.   She really wanted 
us to know that there was a huge 
wonderful world outside of our little town.  
One last example: I remember that in the 
senior Composition class, we had been 
talking about rock music and how many 
messages about our society are revealed 
in the lyrics.  We listened to King 
Crimson's 20th Century Schizoid Man in 
class.  What a rush!  I had never listened 
to this type of rock before.  We then 
examined the lyrics to "de-code" the 
meaning.  It was super cool!  She was one 
of a kind, I think. 

-Contributed by Mark King 
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He exemplified the term 

"absentminded professor" outside 

of the classroom and in his appearance, 
but in the classroom, he was anything but 
[absentminded].  He was a law professor 
for an extension university for military and 
civilian personnel stationed overseas.  His 
students were all adults, usually over 25, 
that had seen life in many facets.  
Although he wore the same suit and tie to 
each class every day, he had the ability to 
bring the law into the classroom, ensuring 
that we knew how it applied to each of us, 
and made us hungry to know more.  None 
of the extension students were law 
students but there was never an empty 
seat in any of his classes and, at times, 
[there was] a waiting list.  Even his 
Constitutional Law class was filled every 
time.  Although I took his classes over 25 
years ago, the tenets he taught have 
stayed with me.  He taught me well! 

___ 

 

Fred Mann taught History and 

Broadcasting.  From a History standpoint, 
he went out of his way to make it 
interesting and bring it to life; from a 
Broadcasting standpoint, he was a 
pioneer who introduced me to this field.   
He didn't take himself too seriously and 
made things fun, but let you know when 
you'd stepped over the line. 

-Contributed about a high school teacher 

Mr. Otis Weeks inspired us to stretch 

ourselves and accomplish much more than 
other 6th grade classes.  He taught us 
Algebra, Science, Greek literature, Square 
Dancing, Statistics, and much, much more. 
He had a telephone installed in our 
classroom and he taught us how to conduct 
political polls and compute the results.  Did I 
mention that this was in the 6th grade?  He 
was truly an amazing educator, [and] his 
influence has been far-reaching. 

-Contributed by Todd Jones 
 

I thought Mr. Bastille was an idiot, but 

it was his way of getting us to think for 
ourselves. 

-Contributed by Rebekah about her high 
school Geometry teacher 

 

Gretchen Koob made literature come 

to life and allowed us to explore what we 
could not see through creative writing. 

-Contributed by Jim Lombardo about his high 
school teacher 

 

Joy O'Berry Burleson used 

unconventional methods to teach 
concepts.  We studied poetry in 1970 by 
listening to Simon and Garfunkel and Bob 
Dylan, then discussing the lyrics and the 
social environment that prompted them.  
This was WAY BETTER than Beowulf  to 
17-year-olds! 

-Contributed by Nanette Stillwell 
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Miss Jordan [was a] 6th grade teacher 

[who] handled the class with incredible 
creativity.  Free-time activities were for 
fun, but she wove in personalized 
academic learning’s: e.g. I was interested 
in the arts, so I made a bust of Julius 
Caesar out of hardening clay.  [One fellow 
student,] Kenny, was figuring out how 
many mille-microseconds [are] in a kilo-
light-year (before we learned power of 10 - 
all by hand) [and another,] David, was 
building the Parthenon out of paper rolls.   
That year, we saw Camelot on Broadway 
and, using the music from the show, wrote 
and staged our own version called 
Whataspot.  Everyone in our class passed 
the "2-yr SP (Special Progress)" test to 
skip 8th grade, most likely [in large part 
due to] her training us in how to take 
standardized tests. 

-Contributed by David Robins 
 

I was first introduced to Sivasailam 
"Thiagi" Thiagarajan at an ASTD 

conference in the late 1980's and then 
decided to take a 2-day workshop he 
offered on improving learning, 
performance and productivity in 1990. 
While I was influenced both by the format 
and content of the entire workshop, the 
most memorable piece was one in which 
he explained his mnemonic device using 
the pronunciation of his name. 

-Contributed by Gail McGovern 
 

He treated us like we were adults and 

encouraged us to stretch our 
thinking.  He used a couple of shock 

tactics to open our eyes to the outside world 
and when you are a teenager and think you 
know everything, that is no small feat. 

-Contributed about a high school History 
teacher 

 

Kirsten taught learning theories and 

educational techniques.  She acted and 
behaved according to the theories or 
techniques she was talking about. 

-Contributed by Raymond Kolbaek about his 
college Pedagogy and Learning Theory 
instructo  r

 
My Physics professor gave every a test 
every Monday morning with 3 questions.  
Two were on lectured topics and very 
difficult to answer and one was about new, 
un-lectured topics.  Your final grade was 
based on how creative, investigative, 
analytical and, of course, correct your 
answers to the 3 questions [were] with 
about 60% of the grade determined by the 
3rd question.  His objective was to have 

students think about unknown, 
unstudied facts and conclude 
something useful. 

-Contributed by Heinz Sattler 
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This man (a European Jew who fled to the 
U.S. in 1939) was teaching European 
History to American undergraduates.  He 
wanted us to understand the importance 

of everyday dysfunctions (racist 

practices, religious clubs with political 
agendas, segregation, elitism) in the 
[events that led] to World War I.  He saw 
that people were not paying attention, and 
he threatened to stop the lectures and see 
us at the final exam if we didn't show more 
interest in the subject.  (We woke up!) 

___ 

 

Mr. David Bellamy took the world of 

science and made it exciting.  He helped 
me to look beyond the rote memorization 
of scientific terms and made it real.  He 
focused on teaching fundamentals and 
then challenged us to extrapolate our 
knowledge into areas we hadn't yet 
covered.  This made the learning more 
interesting and challenging, driving us to 
move our knowledge forward. 

-Contributed by John Dixon about his high 
school Biology teacher 

 

John Kelly made you think by taking 

the side of an issue opposite from yours, 
forcing you to defend it with logic and 
facts. 

-Contributed by Paul Weiss about hi  high 
school History teacher 

s

r

 
 

When you walked into Mme. 
Conrad's class, you had to speak 

French.  I and my adolescent friends 
obliged by writing and passing notes in 
French as well.  She engaged us in the 
mundane by having us color a picture 
from Le Petite Prince and the universal by 
having us reflect upon the wisdom within. 
She was stooped, dumpy, well over 60 
when I had her for my first class and she 
was passionate about French, learning 
and life.  I later found out that she was 
angry because the school system made 
her retire. 

-Contributed by Nan Otten itter about her high 
school teacher 

 

Joseph Miller was excited and 

knowledgeable about his subject.  His love 
of drama and theatre showed through 
everything he did.  His first lecture is 
embedded in my brain almost word for 
word.  He was incredibly creative and his 
courses were challenging, yet the most 
fun learning experiences in my life.  He 
instilled in me an understanding of the art 
and skill of acting and an appreciation of 
theatre and drama.  His lust for life and 
boundless energy inspired his students to 
wildly exceed their own expectations.  We 
were all blessed to have known and been 
taught by him. 

-Contributed by Jan Hellie about a college 
Drama and Theatre Arts professor 
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Dr. Robert Hayes would walk into a 

large lecture hall of about 100 graduate 
students without a piece of paper, note 
cards or anything at all.  He expected 
questions, asked for questions and every 
question was greeted with, "I'm really glad 
you asked that question!"  He would then 
proceed to answer the question and use 
that answer to construct a fascinating 
lecture, often punctuated by a request for 
more questions.  On those occasions when 
he didn't know the answer to a question, he 
admitted it openly, said he'd find an answer 
and did.  I have never before or since had 
an instructor who knew his material so well, 
respected questions and inspired everyone 
to ask substantive, well-thought-out 
questions and then used those questions to 
speak to the topics at hand.  The topics all 
involved information systems.  Bob Hayes 
has a Ph.D. in Math and acquired a Masters 
in Library Science before teaching this 
course.  This was a graduate course for 
students who were learning to become 
librarians, and this was back in 1969, when 
there were no computers in public areas in 
libraries (and few, if any, in staff areas in 
libraries).  We learned PL1, did a hands-on 
real-life small study of a particular library 
function, typed up punch cards, ran and 
debugged our programs: it was an amazing 
learning experience, and I have never 
before or since had a teacher who taught in 
this way.  It was awe-inspiring! 

-Contributed by Esther Grassian 

Mr. Altman had us move our desks 

into the shape of a boat and "row" during 
his lecture about Washington crossing the 
Delaware.  We were instructed not to take 
notes, but to put ourselves into that 
historical moment.  He always taught in a 
creative way and, as teenagers, we were 
far from bored in his classes.  He was part 
teacher, part historian and part comedian.  
His classes inspired us to learn. 

-Contributed by Pam Paulsen about her high 
school American History teacher 

 

Dr. Oare Dozier-Henry made me 

question my reasons for my view of the 
world.  She helped me to see the world 
through a spectrum rather than a narrow 
tunnel.  Creative, inspired and gifted are but 
a few words that describe this great teacher.  

-Contributed by Slade Geiger about his 
college Education professor 

 
Brad Hokanson was patient, 

committed, open, respected everyone, 
challenged everyone, had a great sense 
of humor, worked through technical 
learning curves and difficulty with 
professionalism and humor, was 
adaptable, even daring at times, and a 
great coach. 

___ 

 

71 



My Most Memorable Teacher  A FREE Digital Book by Elliott Masie 

 

Mrs. Hetrick presented information in 

ways that were understandable to each 
and every learner in her class.  She 
challenged our intellects and made each 
individual believe s/he could learn any 
subject.  [She] saw and cultivated the 
talents in all [of] her students but in 
particular, those long-ago labeled 
"hopeless" [ones] by all other teachers; 
she cared about us as individuals.  She 
individualized and never allowed others to 
mistreat fellow students, so we always felt 
safe with her.  She cultivated a culture of 
understanding and tolerance; she made 
us feel good about ourselves.  We always 
wanted to please her and live up to her 
expectations, which she supported 
through her unique methods of teaching 
and assistance.  To our benefit, we all 
worked cooperatively, more effectively 
and happily put in more time! 

-Contributed about a middle school Math and 
Homeroom teacher 

 

Miss Balwinski was able to provide a 

learning atmosphere for [more than] 40 
5th grade students that involved each of 
us working and learning at our own pace 
in the subjects of Reading and Writing.   
[She accomplished] all this in 1972 as a 
Catholic school teacher who had a 
significantly lower salary than public 
school teachers and minimal resources - 
WOW! 

-Contributed by Judy Burt 

Dr. Bill Spelman was a professor of 

mine at UT Austin's LBJ School of Public 
Affairs.  My first class with him was "Analytic 
Methods of Decision-Making."  The name 
alone illustrates what a dull class it could be; 
however, Dr. Spelman found many ways to 
bring this topic alive, including bringing a 
watermelon to class to illustrate a particularly 
complex equation.  When I signed up for his 
management class, I wondered whether his 
skill in teaching mathematics would transfer 
to a "soft skills" area.  Fortunately for me and 
my fellow students, it did!  He used many 
hands-on exercises and games to illustrate 
principles of management that I still 
remember today.  In one class on conflict, he 
gave different groups of students instructions 
for arranging the classroom.  Of course, all 
the instructions were different.  The resulting 
chaos illustrated the results of handling 
conflict inappropriately more vividly than 
lecture ever could. 

-Contributed by Susan Salomone 
 

It was grade 4 and "Miss" actually gave 

a tidbit about herself in fun.  Something 
had been raised about Elvis and, girly-like, 
she said, "oh I love Elvis, he's so 
handsome and I love the way he moves."   
In [all] my school years, I don't remember 
many teachers letting us "see" them.  I 
now work with online teachers and I 
always insist on a personal note in their 
introduction/profile for their students. 

___ 
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Dr. Pope offered an extreme challenge 

during my first months in college that 
raised my level of performance and overall 
college achievement: she gave me a "D" 
on my first paper in Shakespeare.  When I 
visited her office asking her to explain why 
she gave me a "D", she said, "Because 
you can do better than this.  In fact, if you 
make an "A" on your next paper, I'll give 
you an "A" for the quarter."  Her unusual 
approach shocked me into realizing that "I 
can do better than this."  I got an "A" for 
the quarter.  

-Contributed by Barbara D ummer r
 

Joe Kelly was my high school Physics 

teacher.  He actually made Physics 
interesting and enjoyable.  Everything that 
he did in class was focused on scientific 
learning, including measuring the 
thickness of the homework papers that 
you stuffed in the textbook with a 
micrometer or dial indicator to see if they 
exerted too much leverage and broke the 
binding of the text and inspiring us with 
the most effective display of AC 
resonance and saturable reactors that I 
have ever seen.  Forty years later, these 
demonstrations are as clear to me as the 
day I first saw them.  Mr. Kelly inspired me 
to become a teacher, and 36 years later I 
still thank him for opening the world of 
learning for me. 

-Contributed by Tom Hodge 

 

My most memorable teacher had a Ph.D. 

in Education and was fired from the 
college at which he taught.  He 

ended up in my high school, where he 
taught History and Civics.  This was during 
the height of the Cold War.  He believed that 
students needed to understand both sides 
of historical and political events in order to 
be able to give some actual informed 
thought to our decisions, instead of simply 
echoing what we heard from our families or 
the government.  In order to accomplish this 
mission, he made sure that we not only 
understood American democracy, but that 
we also understood the history and political 
systems of the Soviet Union.  He was fired 
for his balanced approach, but he left 
behind at least one student who possibly 
had her first solid lesson in critical thinking.   
Unfortunately, I can't remember his name, 
but I will never forget him. 

___ 

 

Robert Finkbine made American 

History relevant.  He spent the first few 
minutes of class getting our attention.  One 
instance that sticks in my mind is [him] 
playing the song America from the movie 
West Side Story.  It was very relevant to the 
social conscience of high school students in 
the early '60s.  Maybe it still is. 

-Contributed by Terry Clark about his high 
school teacher 
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I have had many good teachers, but the one 
I that I want to share about was not 
particularly inspiring, passionate, committed 
or creative, but was definitely memorable 
and effective!  I was having trouble with a 
Math class and decided to retake the class 
in a learning lab with tape recorded lessons, 
so I don't know who the instructor was.  I 
could rewind the lessons until I got it and 
passed with flying colors!  Having that 

experience, I really know the value of 
media in learning. 

-Contributed by Grace Dyson about a college 
Math professor 

 

David Gillingham was not restricted 

by the conservative and traditional 
education system and had a unique way 
of teaching that always brought happiness 
around.  [He was] full of humor and 
sometimes naughty! 

-Contributed about a college English teacher 

 
Don Berry not only transferred 

information, he also conveyed the joy of 
exploring and learning from books and from 
other people.  He considered the students 
his teachers by their offering of different 
perspectives.  He treated us all with dignity, 
respect and a great sense of humor.  He 
was instructor, mentor and friend! 

-Contributed by Lynn M. King about her 
college English professor 

 

Over 50 years ago, my 4th grade teacher, 

Mrs. Brewick, taught me the principles 

of good leadership.  She created teams 
based on students' strengths, provided 
clear expectations, empowered each team 
to identify and implement solutions, 
provided on-going feedback and found 
ways for us to share our successes in a 
public way.  Every student felt good about 
what he or she could achieve.  I used 
these principles when I taught school and 
I now use them in the business world as I 
lead a team and develop leadership 
development programs. 

___ 

 

Mr. Atkinson made everyone feel 

special and made sure we learned things 
outside the textbook. 

-Contributed about an elementary school 
teacher 

 

In high school Science, Neil Rothman 

let us think up an experiment (or 2 or 3) 
that we wanted to conduct in order to 
learn something and then let us conduct 
the experiment, compile results, analyze 
and learn.  I don't think we opened a text 
book ever!  [He] ran lots of crazy 
experiments too, and in the process, [we] 
learned a lot of science. 

-Contributed by Christy Pines about her high 
school Biology teacher 
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Mr. Frederic Davies made 

participation in Music an adventure. 
Rather than focusing on one instrument, 
he encouraged me to learn to play as 
many different ones as I could.  He taught 
us that we could have fun, but there was 
also a time to be serious and get the work 
done.  I also learned the discipline [of] 
breaking a complex piece of music into 
smaller component parts and practicing 
those until the whole piece came together: 
a skill that has been applicable in many 
other areas of life. 

-Contributed by Mark Milroy about his high 
school teacher 

 
Many of my descriptors below may seem to 
contradict [one another] (as in strict and 
flexible), but the reason is that this teacher 
knew what was called for in each situation: 
her responses weren't just standard, they 
were situational.  She taught me the 

meaning of "Seize the Day" 

before I ever heard of the term.  One day, 
this "strict" teacher aborted our Social 
Studies lecture to have us investigate first-
hand the properties of a rare snow storm.   
While the rest of the school looked on, our 
classed lived a nature lesson and a bigger 
lesson on life, while frolicking in 6 inches of 
snow.  Seize the day, seize the moment - 
life lessons I have never forgotten. 

-Contributed about an elementary school 
teacher 

 

Other guitar teachers teach the notes; 

Paul Mahon teaches the tune.  Other 

teachers offer you their expertise; Paul 
unearths your own.  Other teachers catch 
you doing things wrong; Paul catches you 
doing things right. 

-Contributed by Mark Iliff 
 
In Geometry class (about 10th grade), 

Laura Marie Wagner made the 

statement that you cannot trisect an angle 
with only a compass and ruler.  Instead of 
listening to her for the next 15 minutes, I 
tried to trisect an angle.  I thought I had a 
solution.  When I raised my hand to get 
her attention, she could have scolded me 
for not paying attention.  Instead, she 
looked at my "solution" and just said, "Try 
a larger angle." 

-Contributed by Bill Kelly 
 
He was different from others [because of 
his] sense of humor, attention to detail, 
color combinations and experience.  [He] 

had the ability to judge people by 

looking at their facial [features], such as 
[their] nose, ears, eyes, fingers and nails.   
He used to teach us how to read [the] 
human face: what does art mean, etc. 

-Contributed by Anita about her high school 
Drawing/Art teacher 
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To me, Carol Lea-Mord epitomizes 

the role of the teacher/educator.  She took 
creative leadership over a small Art 
program at a conservative private school 
and made it a place of growth and 
intellectual pursuit.  In lower level classes, 
she provided structure and appreciation of 
all art forms.  She would often work 
alongside students on the same project 
during class, which fascinated us.  When 
we would lose heart or become frustrated, 
we could watch her work and often see a 
way out of our issue or at least feel we 
had a companion in our pursuit.  She 
encouraged open-ended discussions, 
positive criticism, and opinions both in 
studio and class.  She made Art class a 
forum for ideas and experimentation as 
much as art.  She encouraged us to "think 
outside the box" before we knew that 
phrase existed.  As a senior, I was 
privileged to study with her in independent 
studio.  My relationship with her as a 
teacher changed to [one of] mentorship.  I 
valued her instruction and opinion as I 
worked on projects of my own choosing in 
my chosen medium of photography.  She 
accompanied me and other seniors to 
portfolio reviews and competitions for 
scholarships - a first for our school in that 
area.  As a result, I, [along with] several of 
my fellow students, won opportunities for 
college [that] we would not have otherwise 
been aware of or pursued.  My years as 
an art student with Carol - 6 total - were 

instrumental in teaching me values that 
shaped who I am as a person and as an 
educator.  I hope I bring her spunk, 
creativity and leadership to my classroom 
and my e-learning projects.  Thank you so 
much, Carol. 

-Contributed by Robin Hoffman Wilde 
 

Mr. Michael Milhausen is the most 

creative and committed person I have 
come across.  In the 5 years he taught me 
French and Spanish, I never once heard 
him utter a sentence in English.  When I 
ran into him in a bank 10 years after high 
school graduation, I was not surprised that 
he still addressed me in French and was 
not the least embarrassed by the strange 
looks we got in the heart of Anglo-
Canada.  His energy and passion for 
language made his classes enjoyable and 
productive.  He has a rare gift for coaxing 
participation out of teenagers - the age 
group that resists it the most. 

-Contributed by Brandy Peters 
 

He said [that] if you come to dream in 
the language, you are learning you 

have it. 
-Contributed by Dr. Adrian Degeratu about his 
college German teacher 
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Mr. Edward Kazinski was my 

sophomore History teacher in high school.  
He was the first teacher to encourage us 
to read the newspaper every day, to 
discuss our thoughts on the readings 
openly and honestly and to give oral 
presentations in front of the class.  All of 
these experiences taught me how to think 
for myself and be aware that there are 
always two sides to an argument. 

-Contributed by Danielle Shuckra 
 
When I went into the training profession, 

Harvey Castelaz taught me to put 

myself in the role of the student in order to 
understand the best approach to teach 
each individual group of students.  He 
always stressed not to just jump into the 
detail of the material before everyone was 
comfortable with the basic concepts.  For 
example, as simple as it sounds, when 
teaching a computer class, he said make 
sure everyone knows how to turn the 
computer on and off first.  This sounds too 
basic, but believe it or not, when I asked 
this in some of my classes, there were 
some [people] who did not know how to 
do this.  So, I always ensure [that] the very 
basics [are covered] first.  This builds the 
students' comfort level, which in turn helps 
them to learn better. 

-Contributed about a father/technical trainer 
 
 

Ms. Usha Gupta had the most 

unassuming way of teaching us the most 
boring subject.  She never asked us to 
open our books in class.  Instead, she 
engaged us in a conversation and gave us 
the jist of whatever she wanted to say.   
She made us good human beings!  Thank 
you, maam! 

-Contributed by Sushovan Chatterjee about a 
high school Bengali teacher 

 

Mrs. Strickler was my high school 

English teacher.  While I'm sure she 
needed to cover at least a segment of "the 
classics" from literature, she also chose 
more modern ones that would interest a 
high school audience.  Her passion for 
these books shone through as well.  Even 
though this was a literature class, she had 
us use techniques that developed critical 
thinking [skills], such as writing at least 
two questions for each section of the book 
we read for discussion in class.  Today, I 
still make notes on things that I read 
because of this. 

-Contributed by Amanda Lutz 
 

Mrs. Susan Connelly demonstrates 

her interest through daily innovation.  High 
expectations are the clearly-stated norm 
and [she applies] positive feedback to 
amplify collaborative learning. 

-Contributed by RK Smith 
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Rarely a week goes by that I am not 

reminded of Dr. Jerome Jekel's 

gentle advice to us as we entered the 
"practicum" weeks of our high school 
Psychology class.  Using strategies that 
were considered "experimental" at best in 
the mid-60's era of teaching and learning, 
he had us actively learning by sending 
student teams out to work with clients of 
various agencies and treatment centers in 
whatever capacities were possible.  His 
advice was, "Always remember that ‘there 
but for the grace of God go you' and work 
with every person using your heart and 
your head."  His advice really applies to 
working with people at all levels of 
accomplishment and in all walks of life, 
especially in training.  I believe it 
characterizes the essential element of 
compassion that is relevant to any 
learning event.  Thanks to this man for 
caring enough to externalize and support 
values often taught only in the context of 
family; he reinforced many of the 
teachings of my own Dad and Mom (also 
memorable teachers in my life).  It's one of 
those life lessons that I continue to 
embrace in my work today. 

-Contributed by Lynne D. Groves 
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Chapter Four 
“His passion was contagious: we all 
caught it!” 
 

Mr. Ginzberg cared about his topic, 

he cared that people understood what he 
was teaching, and he took time with folks 
that needed extra help. 

-Contributed by Bob Hill about his college 
Business Law professor 

 

Every day, Thomas Niles Luckett 
would teach us everything he knew about a 
given subject.  Then, every night, he would 
review the next day's material and refresh 
himself to make sure that he could teach us 
everything he knew about that subject. 

-Contributed by Joel D. Courtemanche 
 
She was very old and quite small in 
stature, with huge black glasses.  [She 
was] very memorable in appearance, and 
her energy level and comic manner belied 
her very serious appearance.  She was 

extremely enthusiastic about English 

grammar.  She taught a somewhat archaic 
skill of diagramming sentences with vigor 
and such precision that, even now, I can 
diagram any sentence. 

-Contributed by Kathy Raker about her 
elementary school teacher 

 

[He was] completely dedicated to his 
subject, which he taught in the style of a 
University lecturer.  [He made] few 
concessions to modern teaching methods 

but [was] endlessly absorbing 
[information].  [His] breadth and depth 

of knowledge in his field challenged all his 
students. 

-Contributed by Tony Kent about his high 
school History teacher 

 

Mrs. Lucille James was a true 

educator: her passion was in seeing "the 
penny drop" through the eyes of her 
students.  As an instructor in English and 
Drama, she made each thought she spoke 
and each concept presented seem truly 
amazing and of vital interest at the time.   
Making college students buy into the need 
to understand and appreciate English 
literature and drama when they were 
usually preoccupied with the more 
immediate needs of balancing there social 
lives and the demands of attending 
college was a true gift she possessed.  All 
who sat in her class would surly have sold 
their souls before disappointing Mrs. 
James by not preparing for her class.  Her 
passion was contagious, her devotion total 
and her respect for a young, developing 
mind, complete. 

___ 
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Charles Reno was passionate about 

the subject and showed tremendous 
concern for his students. 

-Contributed by Burks Oakley II about his high 
school Math teacher 

 

Dr. Theodore Hoffman was a 

brilliant man in the areas of Finance, 
Economics, Government and Investments.   
He was a very demanding individual in 
that his classes always required the most 
work; however, the payoff was the 
knowledge and experiences that you 
gained from his classes.  He would spend 
hours outside of class talking with his 
students and taking them to various 
investment houses to show them how they 
worked and to provide them with 
additional insights into the financial 
markets.  While he was an older instructor 
(over 60 years of age at this time), he had 
a way of connecting with all of his 
students.  He was a tough but fair grader; 
however, he demanded participation and 
involvement in all of his classes.  He was 
very knowledgeable and opinionated and 
liked to draw out the opinions of his 
students.  From that, many spirited 
debates would take place.  To this day, 
some 40 years later, I still recall fondly the 
time that I spent with Dr. Hoffman. 

-Contributed by William A. Felder 
 

Dr. Roland Roskos was energetic, 

knew his material, [was] open to questions 
and passionate about his work. 

-Contributed about a college Chemistry 
professor 

 

Mr. Charles Romack (now 

deceased) could best be described as a 
second father!  He was one of my 
Automotive Technology instructors at 
Southern Illinois University, Carbondale.   
Not only was he a master of the subject 
matter, he was passionate about his craft 
and even more, for his students.  Students 
were treated with the utmost respect and 
care.  His compassion for people and their 
well-being, along with that twinkle in his 
eyes, left a deep impression - an 
impression that compelled me to move 
into the classroom myself. 

-Contributed by Marty Kaplan 
 

She took a personal interest in my 

learning and my overall development.   
When there was nothing [worth] doing on 
a weekend, her students would actually 
stop by her house for a sit-down 
discussion about Chemistry.  Yes, she 
was a Chemistry teacher who worked on 
The Manhattan Project. 

-Contributed by Dave Sanderson 
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Allison Rossett's passion created my 

passion for learning [and] learning 
technology and led to the course I would 
follow over the next almost 20 years. 

-Contributed by Gerry Lang about a high 
school Education Te hnology teacher c

 

Miss Forler was very passionate about 

the subject and cared that the students 
learned about it. 

-Contributed by John Taylor about his 
elementary school teacher 

 

Tom Boyer is not only knowledgeable, 

but dedicated and demanding.  He pours 
out his highest self through the entire 
training period and then collapses! 

-Contributed by Elliotte Ashburn about a 
trainer 

 

Mr. Craft [possessed] thorough and 

extreme knowledge of subject-matter.  [He 
was] open to others' input and feedback 
while providing sound reasoning and 
explanations to questions.  [He was] 
patient and willing to work one-on-one and 
off-hours to resolve questions and issues.  
Respectful and generous to all students, 
[he] taught to all levels and addressed 
issues in and out of the classroom in a 
timely manner.  [He was] a wonderful 
individual who I will remember for some 
time to come. 

-Contributed by Jennifer Belding about her 
adult-level algebra teacher 

 

Dr. Youngclause understood the 

basic concepts of adult learning models, 
the value of individual experience in the 
class setting, and the value of dialogue as 
an effective means of teaching and 
learning.  He also encouraged the 
learners to push themselves beyond what 
they thought their limits were.  He taught 
Psychology for the U of Maryland in 
England as an adjunct: during the day, he 
was a school psychologist for DODDS.  
He taught in the evening and worked just 
as hard at teaching as he expected the 
learners to work at learning. 

___ 

 

Mr. David Clements was really 

interested in the young people at my high 
school.  He taught 11th grade 
Government and really enjoyed his 
subject.  He was a cool guy, and we 
thought, if he could be interested in 
something like Government, why couldn't 
we?  He would take time to explain a 
concept as often as necessary.  He also 
understood what other kinds of things 
(social development) we were going 
through as high-schoolers, and kept 
everything in perspective.  This was in 
1963.  I still remember him and his 
teaching style. 

-Contributed by Roger Blair 
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Carol Gentry loved young people and 

her subject. 
-Contributed by Andrew Wilson about his high 
school English teacher 

 

Mildred Meese was a high school 

English teacher who believed that high 
achievement was possible for everyone.   
She brought passion and enthusiasm for 
her subject into the classroom and 
involved all her learners, regardless of 
their initial inclination.  She was a 
professional writer of books for young 
adults, and gave us more practice in 
actual writing than all my other high school 
teachers combined.  One of her favorite 
sayings was, "If you can sing and dance, 
you can write poetry!"  We turned out an 
amazing amount of interesting poetry. 
One of my favorites was a Haiku on a 
rotten apple. 

-Contributed by Virginia Dodson 
 

Mr. Pearson taught what he was 

passionate about and [that] passion was 
contagious to us little kids.  I was 
transported with his stories and jokes.  
There was also an air of mystery that kept 
us paying attention.  He was a Vietnam 
Vet, but the only thing we knew about that 
was that his hearing was a little impaired.  
It also kind of lended [him] a sense of 
credibility (weird as it may seem that 6th 
graders are looking for credibility). 

___ 

William Lellis was passionate, 

dedicated and very knowledgeable about 
his topics.  [He was] caring, always 
behaved in a manner that upheld high 
ethical principles and values, community-
oriented, down-to-earth [and] accessible. 

-Contributed Tom Forster about his college 
Fire Sciences p ofessor r

 

Mr. Watling [exhibited] an exhaustive 

enthusiasm and knowledge for his subject, 
combined with the same warped sense of 
humor as his students. 

-Contributed by Mark Balkham about his 
military trade training school teacher 

 

Dr. John Cullen was simply a human 

being with commitment to his profession 
and dedication to his students. 

-Contributed by Abdulhamied Alromaithy 
about his college Psychosynthesis professor 

 

Paskof taught [my] American History 

class at LSU in 1987.  He absolutely 
riveted the class with his speaking and 
passion for the material.  [He] convinced 
me to write 2-3 pages on each discussion 
question on his exams and love doing it. 
[His was my] hardest class: [I] had more 
books to read in that semester than any 
other class, yet enjoyed it more than 
anything I'd ever been in before or [have 
been in] since. 

___ 
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Emmet M. cared, shared, led and 

mentored. 
-Contributed by Phillip Ortiz about his 
supervisor 

 

David Keener was so passionate 

about his subject (Music) and thoroughly 
enjoyed working with the choir & band.  It 
was his passion that inspired us to want to 
do our best and achieve #1 ratings at local 
and state competitions. 

-Contributed about a high school Music 
teacher 

 

Ghiringhelli's passion, knowledge and 

fairness [make her my most memorable 
teacher]. 

-Contributed by Isabella about her high school 
Ancient Greek teacher 

 

He cared and made learning very 
personal. 

-Contributed about a middle school teacher 
 

Her passion for the topic [makes 

her my most memorable teacher]. 
"Executive Presentations" was the class.  
Words were her passion and she instilled 
that passion in all of us.  She was 
demanding but fair.  She expected great 
things from each of us and wouldn't settle 
for less than she knew we could do. 

-Contributed about a college p ofessor r
 
 

Mrs. M's love of teaching was genuine 

and visible. 
-Contributed by Peggy Johnson about her 
high school Speech and Debate teacher 

 

Siegfried Andersen claimed to be 

the best and was the best.  Enthusiastic, 
passionate about his message and living 
by it, [he] set a good example and high 
bar for each individual who participated in 
his lessons. 

-Contributed by Christian Tvede 
 

Vincent Welsh was principal of my 

primary school (equivalent of grade 
school).  [He is] memorable because he 
was the first male principal at a convent 
school, but mostly because of the 
compassion he showed the kids.  Years 
after [I left] school, my own son started at 
the same school.  Vincent remembered 
me and some of the naughtier things I did, 
but mostly what good I achieved and how 
he knew I would go into a "caring" 
profession (I work in child welfare). 

-Contributed by Kelly Manning 
 

Doug Lundberg always seemed 

excited about what he was teaching and his 
classes were fun, interactive and 
challenging.  He was also ahead of his time 
with his curriculum (teaching genetics, etc... 
back in the late 70s, early 80s). 

-Contributed by Tammy Coulter about her 
high school Biology teacher 
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In addition to the excellent concepts 
presented in a Train the Trainer class, I 

will never forget Elliott Maise's 
exuberance and motivation.  His 

attitude was contagious. 
___ 

 
Mr. D (John Devencenzi) was my 11th 

grade Social Science teacher.  He brought 
a passion and energy to the class that I 
had never experienced before and was 
the primary reason I selected a major in 
interdisciplinary Social Science once I 
went to college.  I had the honor of 
student teaching for him while I was 
working on my secondary education 
credentials. 

-Contributed by Michelle Greear 
 

This teacher was an immigrant from 
Korea.  He came to the U.S. as a young 

man and had such love for the freedom of 
his new homeland.  He was passionate 
about the honor and dignity granted to us 
by our Constitution.  To this day, I credit 
him with the love I have for country and 
the value I place on freedom.  By 
example, he also taught, "whatever I 
dream, I can accomplish with 
perseverance." 

-Contributed by Laura Rudolph about her U.S. 
Constitution college professor 

 

Rita Gunzelman's passion for her 

craft [makes her my most memorable 
teacher]. 

-Contributed by Jerry Varnes about hi  
college Organizational Behavior professor 

s

 

Veronesi loved her subject and made 

us love it in the same way. 
-Contributed by Chiara Succi about her high 
school Old Greek teacher 

 
She showed great enthusiasm for the 
subject (Math) and was also able to 
explain concepts in very clear and 
straightforward ways.  My teacher also 
helped me to embed my learning very well 
by allowing me to be an informal tutor to 
my friend (who was struggling a bit).  You 

know the saying: "If you want to 
learn something, teach it to 
someone else." 

-Contributed about a high school Math 
teacher 

 
He taught me how to plan and write an 
essay CLEARLY and to love literature and 

enjoy it for the rest of my life.  He 
brought poetry and literature to 
life and injected [them with] passion. 

-Contributed about a high school English 
teacher 
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Mr. Graham was passionate about his 

subject and never seemed to tire of what 
he had been teaching for years.  [He was] 
humorous and part of the "old school" 
[group of] teachers, i.e. [he] wore a 
graduation cloak, yet taught in very 
forward thinking ways.  [He had a great 
deal of] interaction with students.  [His 
characteristics were at] odds with one 
another, but this blend and combination 
was what made him fun [and we] were 
always kept on edge of [our] seats.  (We 
still talk about Mr. Graham after leaving 
school 14 years ago). 

-Contributed by Susan (Susie) Henderson 
about her high school History teacher 

 

Monti was a great advertising 

professional, able to convey such a 
passion and commitment to high school 
students (scientific track) in terms of 
professional skills as well as of the use of 
creativity in problem-solving. 

-Contributed about a high school Art teacher 
 

Declan Kelliher [was my most 

memorable teacher because of] the style 
he had, his passion for the Irish language 
and how he balanced every subject. 

-Contributed by Eric Healy about his high 
school teacher 

 

Kelvin Carnaferan's passion for 

subject, constant activity, questions and 
his expectations of us, [plus his] humor, 
[make him my most memorable teacher].  
What sticks in my memory is his 
impersonation and explanation of water 
molecules during adiabatic cooling. [He is] 
someone who I modeled my own teaching 
career on, in fact: [I] used to do the water 
molecule impersonation during my 
lessons. 

-Contributed by Dave Medcalf about his 
college Geography professor 

 
[My most memorable teacher 

demonstrated] passion for teaching 
the subject. 

-Contributed by Ryan Thomson about his 
college Computer Studies professor 

 
He was passionate about what he taught. 
He lived and breathed his beliefs and 
wanted me to come to class to learn. He 
believed that learning was more than tests 
or projects: it was a way to believe.  He 
loved to discuss and argue.  His mind was 
going in every direction, but [it had] a 

pattern. Everything was a 
possibility. 

-Contributed about a college Instructional 
Design professor 
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Carl Graver was my 7th grade Band 

teacher who included Music Appreciation 
and History as regular parts of actual band 
instrument training.  He would bring to 
class his personal collection of records 
and play pieces to illustrate a specific 
sound or instrumentation or composer.  
He did not play favorites but instead 
exposed [the] class to a wide variety of 
classical to modern composers and how 
their music was "built" as sounds and 
techniques.  He opened my head and 
heart to the "feeling and emotion" of 
music, as colors and shading and 
positioning and scale are used in painting.  
He was honest in how he physically 
displayed his feelings for certain music as 
he played it.  I still see his eyes closing 
and his whole being moving and 
appreciating the sounds with changing 
facial expressions as sadness, 
exhilaration, passion, excitement, 
knowledge and agreement swept his face 
at each unique phrase and sound.  He 
was honest and unafraid to bare his 
passion and that was rare in that day in 
public education, and, in my experience, 
to date.  He came to work every day in a 
suit and tie, always pressed and 
fashionable and very presentable.  I knew 
him for 2 years and he was consistently 
himself that entire time.  He wanted every 
person in class to play great, even those 
like me who really had no natural talent, 
and he congratulated and praised every 

small improvement.  I love music in all its 
forms to this day and believe I owe my 
appreciation to Carl, who helped me open 
my head, heart and soul to the gift of this 
art in all its forms and from all its artists. 

___ 

 

It was clear that Rev. Dr. Louis 
Brighton's entire life was shaped by his 

subject matter (Theology).  Quite simply, 
he lived what he taught, and was 
passionate about conveying not only his 
encyclopedic knowledge, but also the 
"habitués" of his life to the students.  Also, 
he was a genuine Kentucky colonel, string 
tie and all. 

-Contributed about a college Exegetical 
Theology professor 

 

Virgil Koch was a political exile from 

Romania and former curator of the fine 
arts museum in Bucharest.  He taught me 
that passion for one's work is as critical as 
skill.  Most important to him was the 
concept of life-long learning and mastery 
across disciplines as well as crafts. 

-Contributed by Phylise Banner Klein about 
her mentor at work 

 
His passion for his material was evident in 

all his lessons.  He brought new vitality 
to subjects that he had taught many 

times before and made it feel that, with us, 
he was experiencing it for the first time. 

-Contributed about a high school Humanities 
teacher 
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Mr. Hayes was my 9th grade Algebra 

teacher.  He had such a passion for Math 
that it was contagious.  He made a rather 
dull subject come alive, so much so that I 
even joined the Math Team and competed 
against other schools.  He was the best 
teacher I ever had and I will always 
remember him. 

-Contributed by Bonnie Barron Deering 
 

Mr. Gates was passionate, humorous, 

dedicated and committed. 
-Contributed about a middle school teacher 

 
Sister Anasatia was my 6th grade 

teacher.  It was during the McCarthy era 
and her passion was contagious.  I 
became aware of current events and life 
outside my little circle.  She encouraged 
debate, which was fun.  I would discuss 
topics with my father, whose opinions 
were very different from her view of the 
situation.  I would bring my father's views 
back to the classroom and the debate 
would begin.  I thought she was great 
because she allowed you to have an 
opinion: [she was] very different from the 
other nuns in the school. 

___ 

 

Maria Volante [was] humorous and 

passionate about teaching. 
-Contributed about a high school English 
teacher 

Believe it or not, my most memorable 

trainer is Elliot Masie.  The year was 

1983 or 1984 and I worked as a 
programmer for the Department of Public 
Welfare, Commonwealth of PA at 
Norristown State Hospital.  Mr. Masie 
presented a “train the trainer” in PC's and 
PC Software in Harrisburg, PA.  He was 
exceptional, highly motivational and I still 
think about and use the concepts he 
taught us.  Although I am not an official 
trainer, my job was a computer 
programmer back then, and I have been a 
Network Admin for the last 7.5 years.  I 
am called upon to disseminate information 
on applications frequently because I work 
alone and support the entire site for IT.  A 
couple of years ago, my recollections 
prompted me to do a search on the Web 
and [I] got on this mailing list.  I still work 
for the Commonwealth of PA.  As a matter 
of fact I am retiring on June 17th.  I'd like 
to go back to school and have been 
thinking about training as a second (third) 
career.  Thanks for this opportunity to 
complement Mr. Masie. 

___ 

 

Mr. Sanborn was a high school Music 

teacher who really cared about what he 
was teaching us.  He led us to be the #1 
high school choir in the state of Michigan. 

-Contributed by Cheryl Kavanaugh 
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Jo Shelton taught as if her life 

depended on it: body and soul. 
-Contributed by Tim Baker about his high 
school Music/Art teacher 

 

Chris Smith's energy and ability to 

teach a complex subject with absolute 
ease [make him my most memorable 
teacher]. 

-Contributed by Vivek Shukla about his 
college Strategic Management professor 

 

Henry Claridge [exhibited] deep 

passion for his subject (Literature) and 
[had] a way of bringing its mystery out in 
our seminar group.  

-Contributed by John Goodridge about his 
college American Literature instructor 

 

June Rowland was interesting, 

demonstrated [that she] cared, provided 
excellent coaching and exhibited an 
enormous amount of energy. 

-Contributed by Steve Oli er about his high 
school English and Drama tea her 

v
c

 

Dr. Robert J. Lesniak was one of 

my mentors and chair of the Training and 
Development Master's program at Penn 
State Harrisburg before his death.  His 
passion for adult learning and care of his 
"students" was well known.  He was famous 
for using the KISS principle but changed it 
to KEEP IT SIMPLE SWEETIE (instead of 
stupid) so as not to offend anyone! 

___ 

 

I'll never forget J. Christy Wilson.  As 

he walked around on campus, he would 
pick up bits of litter: he cared for more 
than just course content.  Also, whenever 
a student would visit his seminary office, 
the meeting would be closed in prayer.  
He had a great compassion for each and 
every student. 

-Contributed by Stan LeQuire about his 
college Christian Missions instructor 

 

Sister Rosarita was passionate about 

teaching, full of energy and fun.  She 
presented the course content in a simple 
and easy-to-understand way.  She 
adjusted her teaching style to the learning 
needs of the class.  Everyone respected 
her.  When she spoke, we listened and 
learned.  Fond memories... 

-Contributed about a high school English 
teacher 

 

Carol Sexton brought energy, passion 

and caring to her teaching.  The sister of 
former Chicago Mayor Jane Byrne, Carol 
taught us the importance of citizenship 
and taking an active role in our 
community.  I remember when we went to 
hear the then Presidential candidate 
Jimmy Carter speak to a huge overflow 
gathering.  Carol had a profound impact 
on my life and I think of her often.  Thank 
you, Carol! 

-Contributed by Paul J. White about his high 
school teacher 
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Mr. Dave Grunow was one of the 

most dedicated teachers I had.  He not 
only was my History teacher my freshman 
year, he was also the publications advisor 
and the varsity boys basketball coach.  He 
was not only a great teacher, he also was 
an excellent coach.  I guess I remember 
him both for being a great teacher and 
also because of what happened to him 
while being a coach and mentor to all of 
us.  This story is kind of sad, but is true.  
Mr. Grunow died of a massive heart attack 
at halftime of the last basketball game of 
my senior year in front of the whole varsity 
team in the locker room.  He was never 
revived and was pronounced dead at the 
hospital while we were finishing the game 
(we lost by 3 points).  I know most people 
don't want to remember him in that way, 
but I remember him being the ultimate 
teacher, sacrificing his time and energy to 
teach young people, even until the last 
moments of his life.  I have grown up with 
parents, neighbors and other family 
members who work in the teaching 
profession and have seen the sacrifice 
and dedication of these passionate 
people.  So, I speak from experience as a 
past teacher and current professional 
trainer, as well as from numerous years of 
living with people who work in the 
industry, when I say that Mr. Dave 
Grunow was one of the most dedicated 
teachers and coaches I have ever known. 

-Contributed by Travis C. Stein 

Ms. Mills shared her "love" of life.  She 

seemed to "love" everything she taught: 
whether it was dancing, singing, art or 
creating a store in our class to teach us 
about money, she seemed to love it all.  I 
just loved her passion.  She also took 
those needed moments to give us extra 
courage when she sensed our fears. 

-Contributed by Sandra Berg about her 
middle school teacher 

 

Mr. Michael Ehrlich loved music and 

loved his job!  He wanted you to be the 
best you could be and would go out of his 
way to help you achieve greatness within 
yourself and your "voice."  Mr. Ehrlich was 
my high school Chorus teacher and his 
passion for music was as great as his 
passion for teaching.  He showed me that 
I can be anything I want to be with just a 
little practice and hard work.  THANK YOU 
MR. MICHAEL EHRLICH!! 

-Contributed by Gus E. Padres 
 

It seemed like Dr. Joaquin Vila-
Ruiz lived on campus.  [He was] always 

working on something "out of the box" for 
the industry.  [He] had an intense passion 
for not only his industry, but even more so 
for his students and communicating the 
material until they got it! 

-Contributed by Tim Richards about his 
college Programming professor 
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Polly Jarrett's knowledge of 

subject matter and dedication to teaching 
[makes her my most memorable teacher]. 

-Contributed about a high school North 
Carolina History teacher 

 

She made words come alive to 

me.  As a result, I learned to love words and 
how to put them together to create written 
experiences for anyone who might read 
them.  Sometimes I've written with a 
whimsical flare, and other times with a sense 
of logic.  As a published writer and editor, I 
am deeply grateful for an instructor who was 
passionate about her calling. 

-Contributed by Sheryl A. Ewert about her 
college English instructor 

 

I had Leslie Black during his first year of 

teaching.  His energy and his rapport with the 
students made many of us continue to look 
up to him and look him up (it's been 36 
years).  He presented information in new 
ways and made it fun to learn. 

-Contributed by Darice Mouquin Lang about 
his elementary school teacher 

 

James Nattinger's passion, deep 

understanding of his topic, ability to draw 
clear conclusions out of confusion and his 
clear-headedness [make him my most 
memorable teacher].  He also had a great 
sense of humor and an obvious belief in 
the best in people and their abilities. 

-Contributed by Ann Davis about her graduate 
school Linguistics professor 

Gérard Figari made me believe that 

evaluation is ethical, but also interesting 
and important for learning success.  [He] 
provided guidance through follow-up 
interviews and meetings.  Finally, we 
became friends when he covered my 
experienced evaluation projects.    

-Contributed by Etelberto about his college 
Evaluation professor 

 

Kenneth Dyer's commitment to 

[being] professional was total.  He was 
strict, yet fair.  He tried to inculcate in us 
his own passionate love for the subject. 

-Contributed about a high school English 
teacher 

 

Dr. Bauer was always excited and 

enthusiastic about the content he was 
teaching.  He read every paper handed in 
and made the time to meet with each 
student to discuss his or her paper.  He 
encouraged you to do your best work and 
to believe in yourself.  I was a junior in 
college and he gave me an A++++ on a 
paper: I am sure I wasn't the only one 
[who received that grade,] but it made me 
feel so special and deserving.  Every 
class, he was so excited to see us and 
had a list of things he wanted to tell us 
that he had heard, seen or thought about 
since the last class - like we were the 
most important people in his life.  His 
excitement for learning was contagious! 

-Contributed by Donna Farren 
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Chapter Five 
“When I could apply the subject to my 
life or things I might do in the future, I 
learned much more effectively.” 
 

Jack (Fred) Healy taught Math to 

the un-teachable.  [He] had been a drunk, 
[was] addicted to gambling, down-and-out 
but pulled back.  [He] laid it all bare and 
taught through life experience (Probability 
through gambling theory, Calculus through 
stories).  At the same time, [he] never 
erred in respecting his students' potential. 

-Contributed by Charles Jennings about his 
high school Math teacher 

 
[I had an] excellent coach who never told 
you what to do but pointed to the 

outcomes required and allowed you 
to find the way to get there - 
never got overly emotional to the extent 
that the 'stress' was dumped on you. 
Always full of humor. 

-Contributed by Sue Soar  
 
Mrs. Yates was the only teacher who 

taught us how to learn.  She dictated 
(rather laboriously, I have to say) copious 
notes on how to take notes in lectures.  I 
have used these principles time and time 
again at school, [in] further education and 
in my professional and social life. 

-Contributed by Laurence S. W son about his 
high school English and F ench teacher 

Sergeant Guyton was my lead Drill 

Sergeant [and a] tough physical train[er], 
but what I remember most is the mental 
toughening experience.  At the time, I did 
not think much about what he said and 
what he did - I was just working on getting 
through the eight weeks.  But most if not 
all was valuable later - not just while I was 
in the Army, but later in life, the lessons 
and concepts come back.  I still think 
about it 38 years later. 

-Contributed by Roger Stromberg 
 
 

Mrs. Diane Spencer was my 6th 

grade Science teacher.  She made 
Science interesting and fun.  Her class 
was very hands-on, and she encouraged 
critical thinking.  Instead of avoiding the 
"why" question, she let us dig deeper and 
deeper.  She was also very understanding 
and supportive when the smell of 
dissection projects made me sick, and 
offered other ways for me to learn.  She 
had high expectations for her students, 
and a predictable, stable personality. 

___ 

 

Jim Campana [developed a] connection 

with his students [and] taught lessons in Music 
which became lessons in life. 

il
r

c
-Contributed by Mark Hagerty about his high 
school Music tea her 
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Cinthia Salinas took a personal 

interest in each student: [she] made the 
learning "come alive" with lots of 
experiential activities; tied the material to 
the real world and applications for future 
use beyond where we were at that 
moment; [had a] great sense of humor; 
[and] challenged us to go beyond our 
comfort zones, but in a very non-
threatening and enjoyable manner. 

___ 

 

Mr. Hirsch was my English 11 teacher, 

but even though he was an adult, he 
talked at our level: [he] sat in the chairs 
with us [and] compared the stories we 
were reading to real life.  He treated us as 
intelligent adults even though we were 
only high school students. 

___ 

 

Mr. Duane Hedin was incredibly 

down-to-earth and fun to be around.  Most 
of the class was hands-on experience.  He 
would get right down there in the mix of 
things and give everyone the opportunity 
to participate.  What made him great was 
his knowledge of the content, his 
personality and his hands-on approach.  
At times, we forgot we were taking a class 
as it became part of us. 

-Contributed by Nathan Niederhausern about 
his college Instructional Technology professor 

 

Eugene Zanke knew the material 

(Math, Algebra and Calculus) and made 
dry subjects come to life with his humor. 
He also taught us how the math could be 
used practically for things we could expect 
to encounter during our life. 

-Contributed by Gail Harrigan Devoid about 
her high school math teacher 

 

“Mr. D.,” as we affectionately called Mr. 
DeFrancesco, was my high school 

Biology teacher.  He made learning 
Biology fun.  He added as many hands-on 
activities to the classes as was possible 
based on time and budget.  I guess 
because I am a hands-on learner, I 
enjoyed it.  He also allowed us to do many 
drawings and diagrams.  I learned 
[because of] this setting. 

-Contributed by Maria C. Sme kal y
 

Ron Stoll was memorable because he 

made the work fun while he made it 
relevant to my life after high school.  [He] 
showed me ways I would be using the 
skills he taught.  He opened up the doors 
of possibility concerning how I would 
make a living and what I would do after 
graduation.  None of my other classes did 
that; they were all about meeting 
requirements.  I've been out of high school 
24 years now and we still exchange 
Christmas cards every year. 

-Contributed by Sara Chandler about her high 
school Accounting, Typing, Shorthand, and 
Business teacher 
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I got to apply the information I 

learned in the class. 
-Contributed by Joyce Batty 

 
Joseph Ryan exemplified all the 

tenets of good teaching/learning.  As a 
doctoral candidate (at that time) in the 
field of Instructional Design, he walked the 
walk.  I learned more about developing 
excellent assessments in one semester of 
his class than in my whole program.  I 
attribute much of the success in my 
doctoral research from the benefits that I 
received as a student of Dr. Ryan. 

-Contributed by Kathryn M. Fischer, Ph.D. 
 

Roy Esser tied everything to real life 

and real world applications so you would 
recognize the importance of what you were 
learning.  He also conveyed an enthusiasm 
for the subject matter that was contagious.  
He had a way of capturing the imagination 
of students who were always in trouble 
elsewhere in the system and turning them 
into hard working, excelling learners.  He 
would often comment in later years (we 
became colleagues) that he never saw the 
characteristics of students described by 
other teachers who would try to warn him 
about some "troublemakers."  He always felt 
that everyone could be motivated and you 
just had to figure out what it was that they 
needed to become that motivated person. 

-Contributed by Paul Redig about his high 
school Agribusiness teacher 

Robert Ganoe was my 10th grade 

Math teacher and the football and wrestling 
coach who had an excellent rapport with the 
students.  He always had time to help 
students, especially the student athletes, and 
he had us over to his house before a football 
game or big wrestling match to relax and talk 
with us about our future plans, our lives, our 
fears and worries.  He held review sessions 
in Math in the morning before school for 
those that needed the help.  He was honest 
and straightforward: a creative teacher who 
expected much, especially from the athletes, 
and he was a great role model. 

-Contributed by Richard Cavagnol 
 

Professor Edward Cosgrove was 

not only my teacher while [I was] in college, 
he was also my mentor for a number of 
years thereafter.  He had credibility, real-
world experience and down-to-earth 
realism.  Ed was an Emmy Award-winning 
director, writer and producer who got into 
TV when radio was still the dominant 
medium.  He'd been there and done it, yet 
was not full of himself in the least.  He 
seemed to be able to recognize the serious 
students, those with a purpose for studying 
Communication Arts, and provide as much 
support as was sought.  For those a bit less 
committed, he was still an excellent teacher 
who offered a valuable learning opportunity. 

-Contributed by Steve Churchill 
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My professor for Engineering Mechanics 
(Statics and Dynamics) at The Ohio State 
University in 1990 had a profound impact 
on my way of thinking.  Although he was 
very knowledgeable about the subject 
matter targeted in the course, what I came 
away with had little to do with the specific 
facts/content of EM; rather, he taught me 

"how to think like an Engineer."  
Every day, for every problem we were 
dealing with, he had a calm, stable, 
methodical approach to attacking the 
question.  It was clear that he knew that he 
had an immediate teaching task at hand (to 
actually teach us about Static and Dynamic 
systems), but he used that domain as a 
springboard to give us a more valuable tool 
that could be generalized across subjects.  I 
honestly don't recall much about the 
specifics of either course he taught (other 
than what he told us on Day 1 of the Static’s 
course: "For the next 10 weeks, we will 
learn the various forms of how the sum of 
the forces acting on an unmoving object 
equals zero"), but I still use the problem 
solving approach he modeled and 
encouraged [us to use] almost daily over 15 
years later.  This teacher introduced me to 
the idea of "learning how to learn," a skill 
that really should be the foundation of 
everything else we are "schooled" in, so it's 
sad that it took until I was a junior in college 
before I was exposed to it.  I'm just glad I 
was exposed to it at all, late or not! 

-Contributed by Jon Revelos 

Lawrence Senesh was an intuitive 

educator/economist with whom I worked for 
15 years.  He was a cherubic little Hungarian 
whose accent only made his speech more 
attractive.  He viewed the social sciences as 
systems composed of a few interrelated 
fundamental ideas.  His life’s passion was 
developing strategies to teach the social 
sciences starting in Grade 1 and moving 
through the grades with increasing depth and 
complexity!  I worked with him developing a 
series for elementary grades called "Our 
Working World."  He believed one could 
teach any idea to anyone at any age so long 
as it could be placed in a vocabulary they 
could understand and be related to their 
experiences.  A colleague of his called his 
working philosophy the "Senesh Dictum:" "If 
you can't teach it to a second grader, it's not 
worth teaching."  His legacy lives on today at 
Purdue and the University of Colorado.  

-Contributed by Joe Rueff 
 

Curt Snyder was able to chunk and 

sequence subject matter into logical 
progressions - successive sections really 
did build upon the previous foundation.  
[He was] able to incorporate real life 
examples to illustrate how/when to apply 
which techniques.  [He] listened to 
questions and [was] able to gear 
responses to the questioner, including 
varying analogies and terminology. 

-Contributed about a college Computer 
Technology professor 
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Mrs. Perry was the only teacher I had 

as a high school student who was really 
interested in preparing us for real life.  She 
was forthright about so many topics that 
teachers [usually] gloss over.  I will always 
remember when she taught us about 
integrity.  She shared a personal story 
about how someone acted out of integrity 
toward her family, and cried in front of us. 
As a leader of junior contributors, I catch 
myself modeling her approach.  I value 
honesty, gentle forthrightness and integrity 
as my most important leadership 
characteristics.  And I know that my team 
would say the same. 

-Contributed by Jamie (Carr) Grettum about 
her high school Cooking and Family Li ing 
teacher 

v

 

Mrs. Suhasini was a Geography 

teacher with extensive knowledge on her 
subject.  Her style was very quiet, yet firm. 
She first created interest in her subject by 
relating it to the day-to-day environment 
around us and then focused on teaching. 
She believed that we were capable and 
could understand and score exceptionally 
well in the subject and even got us to take 
international Geography tests.  Reasons 
for [her] being memorable are [that she 
was] relating her subject to real life, 
encouraging the students by emphasizing 
the potential [with]in them [and her] 
motivational style. 

-Contributed by Leena Farook about her high 
school teacher 

Sr. Mary Timothy taught me 

everything about the English language, 
and taught me study skills that have 
stayed with me for almost 50 years.  I had 
her in [the] 4th, 5th and 8th grades. 

-Contributed by Juanita Benjamin 
 

Dr. Jared Buckner taught the nuts 

and bolts of statistical analysis to 
prospective instructional systems 
researchers in a practical, hands-on, user-
friendly way. The knowledge and 
experience I gained is something I 
retained and use. 

-Contributed about a college Research and 
Statistics professor 

 

He always had a variety of 
applications, examples and 
related stories that demonstrated why 

the topic was important and what could be 
achieved with mastery of it.  He was an 
enthusiast for the subject and that showed 
in everything he did.  He talked more 
about the "real world" uses and benefits of 
the topic than the topic itself. 

-Contributed by Kirk Ramsay about his high 
school Math teacher 

 
The way he presented and kept [the class] 

entertaining but informative and 

the way he brought in real life examples 
[makes him my most memorable teacher]. 

___ 
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He had a passion for his subject [and] 

talked with enthusiasm as if 

everyone would be interested.  [He had] 
the ability to translate complex and rather 
remote ideas into practical applications for 
everyday living.  He was always keen to 
listen to our ideas and would change his 
teaching if a student offered an interesting 
and relevant perspective. 

-Contributed by Anne Russell about her 
college Education professor 

 
Instead of brainwashing students with 
grammar rules and other theoretical stuff, 

Yves Leduc was teaching us how to 

apply the knowledge we got from previous 
years by presenting us with practical 
exercises taken from real life situations. 
Most of the time, we were working at our 
own pace, finishing what was left as 
homework. 

-Contributed by Guy Boulet about his high 
school French teacher 

 

Mr. Edwards was my school physics 

teacher (in the UK in the 1960's).  He was 
memorable because everything was 
broken down into small steps, which built 
upon previous knowledge.  Also, the 
practical experiments that were 
interwoven with the theory really 
reinforced and made things stick. 

-Contributed by Michael Reakes PhD BSc 
AKC 

 
 

He gave real examples all the 
time. 

-Contributed by Juarez S. Correa about his 
high school History teacher 

 

Dr. Paul W. Welliver [was] very 

knowledgeable in his field and possessed 
a trait that is sometimes hard to find in 
college professors: he was a REAL 
teacher and not just a disseminator of 
information.  He was a person who was 
excited about his profession and his 
graduate students whom he was sending 
into the educational systems.  When we 
ended his classes, we not only knew the 
subject material, but also how it could be 
used and why it was relevant.  He also 
stressed the importance of getting 
involved and being active in professional 
organizations in our specialized fields. 
Even after retirement, he is still actively 
involved in AECT and the state level 
PAECT. 

-Contributed about a college Instructional 
Systems instructor 

 

Margaret Vaughton made activities 

exciting and gave examples of how the 
learning would be useful to our everyday 
lives.  She was passionate about teaching 
and genuinely nurtured each and every 
student.  

-Contributed by Kristin Pedder about her 
middle school teacher 
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Liam Ashe was absolutely fantastic. 

He showed how history applied to life 
[and] how a political decision or event 
shaped the world.  He could control the 
class with a wave of his hand or an 
uplifted eyebrow; this included Friday 
afternoons.  [He] knew the material inside 
out, praised when it was due and was 
always reasonable.  He owned the 
classroom.  He's the reason I became a 
teacher.  What an example to live up to: 
[he was] 100% professional.  I was lucky 
to have been taught by him. 

-Contributed about a high school teacher 
 

Mr. Hipwell's unrelenting 
enthusiasm for senior high school 

Math (Calculus and Algebra) and his 
determination to explain the concepts in 
as many different ways as many times as 
was necessary to promote our 
understanding [makes him my most 
memorable teacher].  He had a 
background in engineering (industrial) and 
could relate the Math to real life situations 
and problems. 

-Contributed by Richard Ackerman 
 

This husband and wife team used 

life/family experiences to explain the 
theories and principles being taught. 
[They] were fun and engaging. 

-Contributed by Sue Gadbois 
 

Robert Sheehan loved his students 

but taught discipline and self-
empowerment through realistic, practical 
learning models.  He inspired lights to 
come on from inside ourselves.  He 
created an environment that truly was a 
laboratory of life's most important lessons. 

-Contributed by Jim Pabis about his college 
Psychology/Human Relations instructor 

 

Mr. Whitebread was my first and only 

male teacher in elementary school.  He 
approached learning in a very "hands on" 
way.  Plus, he was very approachable.  
He made me feel like he was paying 
attention to me, not just the class as a 
whole.  The coolest thing he did with us 
was plant a vegetable garden.  Two to 
three students formed teams on each row.  
He read aloud to the class (6th grade) a 
Judy Bloom book.  He instituted a way of 
earning rewards (and getting fined too) for 
taking responsibility for classroom chores.  
I could go on and on. 

-Contributed by Jim Barbara 
 

Mrs. Dixon knew her topic well and 

made it interesting to a broad range of 
people.  She commanded respect, yet 
was still approachable. 

-Contributed about a high school Biology 
teacher 
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Kevin MacNamara, "Mr. Mac," was 

one of those once-in-a-lifetime teachers. 
In one year, I learned more than I ever 
thought possible.  He used real life 
scenarios to make Math, History, and 
Science accessible.  For example, in 
December, he first had us make a list of 
everyone we wanted to get a Christmas 
present for.  The next day, he brought in 
an enormous stack of catalogs and 
circulars and gave us a budget of $500 to 
"buy" everything for everybody.  We had 
to justify when we spent more on one 
person than another, and got points for 
spending as close to $500 [as we could] 
without going over.  We had to calculate in 
the sales tax and shipping charges.  With 
relish, we all dove in and, in the process, 
learned budgeting and how to multiply by 
percents.  That evening, I ended up 
cheerfully working till 9pm, shopping 
through the catalogs and doing all the 
Math.  I still remember sitting at my 
grandma's counter when my mom arrived 
and how I was too engrossed to stop and 
leave.  She valued him as a teacher as 
much as I did.  Add to that other activities 
like the travel agency, where he'd play the 
customer calling the travel agent.  He'd list 
out all of his trip specifications (budget 
and so on) and we'd take notes and then 
figure out how long it would take by train, 
plane, or bus; then, [we'd figure] the costs 
and compare them to how long the person 
had for his/her trip, recommending the 

best package for his/her needs.  After he 
did it a few times, he'd let one of us play 
the customer.  Another thing he did was a 
running lesson based on the stock market. 
We started with a certain amount, then 
could buy stocks and had to keep track of 
how much we lost or gained in dollars 
based on the fractions up and down in the 
paper.  We kept it up daily for most of the 
school year thanks to newspaper 
donations from the Sacramento Bee, and 
to this amazing teacher who arranged it 
all.  Of course, he also took the time to 
read the daily Bloom County cartoon with 
us too, because his dream career was to 
become a cartoonist.  A good teacher can 
make all the difference.  Mr. Mac came 
along at just the right time in my life and 
gave me a great push to the next level.  
He made me feel like I could learn 
anything in the real world and gave us 
legitimate applications for what we were 
learning. 

-Contributed by Ammy Hill about her middle 
school teacher 

 

At the time, [I] thought Mr. Heller was 

[an effective teacher] because he made 
learning Algebra fun and entertaining. 
Now, as a learning professional, I see that 
he motivated us to learn and made the 
learning experience interactive and 
engaging.  Then, [he] actually showed us 
how Algebra is useful in "real life." 

-Contributed by Lyn C. Maize about his a high 
school teacher 
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Professor Woodward made the 

classroom [the] real world.  I took a series 
of Journalism classes from him.  He had 
us work as reporters for an actual wire 
service.  It made us understand deadlines, 
rewrites when the editor (Woodward) 
asked for them, praise and how to be a 
"beat" reporter.  He expected nothing but 
the best from us.  He challenged us: when 
story ideas were less than inspiring, he let 
us know.  Also, his feedback on actual 
assignments was direct: he played the 
role an editor would play in the real world.  
Oftentimes, he would role-play a situation 
with us so that we could discover the 
answers on our own.  Professor 
Woodward was one of my first professors 
who was truly a coach/mentor.  He helped 
me in discovering my unique strengths.  
Also, he led by example.  He was one of 
the first professors to get a web-based J 
program accredited and won several 
awards for his work and contributions to 
the college and community at large. 

-Contributed by Elaine Honomichl about her 
college instructor 

 
She was very good in explaining difficult 

theories and connecting theory to 
practice.  She was also very successful 

with making a good class environment. 
-Contributed by Hege Krook about his high 
school Pedagogy teacher 

 
 

Hjalmer Anderson was my high 

school drama teacher twenty-five years 
ago.  We put on two plays and a musical 
every year.  He ran that department like a 
business: "hiring" actors, a stage 
manager, technical and house crew 
members, etc.  Actors had to audition and 
others had to interview for their "jobs."  
We were accountable for a budget, a 
project timeline and a specific set of 
outcomes.  We had to get along in teams, 
develop and use project management 
skills and succeed or fail in a very public 
way on opening night.  He was very good 
at communicating his expectations, then 
stepping back and allowing students to 
develop their own plans for achieving 
them.  We worked our tails off for him and 
loved every minute of it.  I worked on 9 
shows while I was in high school, and that 
experience was tremendously helpful 
preparation for the "real world." 

-Contributed by Kristine Ringsrud 
 

Carmen was very intelligent and witty, 

and taught us how to use our own 
resources.  She taught us how to do by 
doing instead of talking.  She had a great 
sense of humor. 

-Contributed by Victoria about her college 
Educational Policy professor 

 

Mrs. Green showed me how to use 

times tables with my hands using the #9. 
-Contributed by Tony Espinoza about his 
elementary school teacher 

99 



My Most Memorable Teacher  A FREE Digital Book by Elliott Masie 

 

Mr. V. [was] passionate about learning. 

[He] understood how to relate what we were 
learning to practical applications and when 
we needed blended approaches, like labs 
and practicals, [in conjunction with] lectures.  
[He] didn't make anyone feel threatened or 
embarrassed for "not knowing” and instead, 
sought out what you did know so that it 
could be brought forward. 

-Contributed about a high school Physics 
teacher 

 
He was very passionate about his subject 
(Cost Administration).  Every class, he would 
introduce to us a specific problem of a real 
company and taught us how a well-designed 
cost system would help to solve it.  He also 
challenged us to rethink the 

theoretical basis of any cost system.  
-Contributed about a college instructor 

 

Marc Ventresca was very passionate 

about making sure we learned something 
and did everything he could do to engage 
us in the learning process.  He led a very 
engaging course on Power in 
Organizations in an MBA program at 
Kellogg School of Management at 
Northwestern University.  He used 
multiple platforms, such as movies, 
articles, role-plays, team discussions, etc. 
to get us motivated around the issues.  He 
cared deeply that we understood the 
implications of power and how to use it 
within the organization.  He counseled 
many of us on the side after class with our 
own situations, but most importantly of all, 
he had us USE the materials for our 
current situation: not only did we learn it, 
we applied it immediately.  This caused 
the learning to stick. 

-Contributed by Kathryn Aiken 
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Chapter Six 
“She inspired and motivated me to 
reach beyond the limits I had set for 
myself!” 
 

This teacher set high standards for 

an Advanced Math course in high school.  
She assumed that everyone was excited 
and committed to the subject.  She was 
also the consummate professional and 
served as a role model for me.  I went on 
to obtain a B.S. in Mathematics as well as 
an M. Ed. in Secondary Education, with a 
specialty in Mathematics. 

-Contributed by CM Anderson about a high 
school Math teacher 

 
In addition to his wealth of knowledge and 
ability to teach the fundamentals of 

baseball and basketball, Coach 
Glenn Larnerd never caved in to 

popular opinion.  He is a man of principle 
who is willing to make the right decision 
for the good of the whole rather than the 
popular or politically correct decision. 
 
[I had a] Math teacher that made a 

personal connection with me and 

made a lasting impression on me (30 years 
later) despite my not enjoying the topic. 

-Contributed by Lisa Foulger about her 
elementary school teacher 

 

Mary Root encouraged my life-long 

love of reading, even when she caught me 
surreptitiously reading adventure stories in 
her 6th grade class during study time.  
One raised eyebrow was all it took to bring 
me (and anyone else in class) back in line.  
She took a great interest in each of us as 
individuals and spent the last minutes of 
the day talking to us as if we were her 
favorite nieces and nephews.  The class 
respected her, in part because she treated 
us with so much respect. 

-Contributed by Gail Fleming 

 
Dr. James D. Russell knew how to 

design and deliver course content in a 
way that  
1) made learning objectives clear,  
2) inspired me to learn,  
3) enabled me to learn, and  
4) made learning fun.  He cared about his 
students and was clearly focused on their 
success.  

-Contributed by Donna Wheeler about her 
college Education professor 

 

Phyllis Mengel inspired me to learn 

as much as I could [and] also to take risks. 
-Contributed about an elementary school 
teacher 
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As a sophomore at Miami University, I 
won a second Creative Writing award.  

Professor Milton White presented 

the award at a reception one spring afternoon 
and while shaking my hand said, "So, you're the 
creative SOB who thinks he's too good for my 
class."  His class became the intellectual 
framework for every quarter of my junior and 
senior years.  Creative Writing wasn't my major, 
but what I learned from Milton applied to every 
course I took and made me a better person.  I 
learned how to read and offer constructive 
criticism to a colleague.  More importantly, I 
learned how to receive criticism, evaluate it and 
work to apply the valuable portions.  Milton and I 
corresponded for several years after my 
graduation; we went to dinner once when I lived 
in DC and he was there for a conference.  I 
asked him why he taught instead of writing full 
time.  He said he still enjoyed writing, but he 
taught to see that spark of understanding, of 
enlightenment, in a student's eyes.  It didn't 
happen very often, perhaps once every five or 
six years, but when it did, it could sustain [him] 
for a long time.  At the end of the meal, Milton 
said I was one of those students.  Milton was in 
poor health when I last visited with him in Oxford, 
Ohio many years ago; I learned from Miami's 
library director that he passed away a short time 
later.  Every trip I make to Europe brings back 
Milton's stories of his trips and what I should see 
and do when I go.  Milton remains an inspiration 
to me; he continues to teach me.  I strive every 
day to fulfill his expectations. 

___ 

I was a Russian language major in college.  
Having studied Spanish in high school, I 
decided to continue taking Spanish courses 
as well.  After spending a summer in 
Mexico, my Spanish was fairly good so I 
didn't spend much time preparing for my 
college Spanish courses -- I was too busy 
studying for the other courses I was taking.  
On the mid-term Spanish exam I got a C -- 
not unexpected given that I hadn't studied 
for it.  When my teacher returned the test, 

he simply said, "You can do better 
than this."  Because of his belief in my 

ability and his encouragement, I wanted to 
show him he was right.  I didn't want to 
disappoint him.  I started studying for the 
class and eventually got an A.  I will never 
forget how it felt to have someone believe in 
me and how that belief encouraged me to 
do my best! 

___ 

 

[He] considered me as an 
individual rather than part of the group 

collective...he showed an interest in my 
personal success.  His honesty and 
willingness to give me constructive feedback 
was crucial throughout my time in high 
school.  His belief in me made the difference 
when I didn't necessarily believe in myself. 

___ 
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Interesting that you, Elliott Masie, of all 

people should ask this -- it was back in 1989 
in New Orleans and the class was "How to 
Teach People to Use Computers."  This was 
my first experience with an instructor who 
was interested and who recognized and 
incorporated different learning styles in the 
training.  Elliot was a true model of practicing 
what he preached.  He was fun, energetic, 
knew how to handle disruptive behavior in a 
positive and non-degrading manner, he didn't 
pretend that he knew everything and relied 
on others in the room to share their thoughts 
and ideas.  Class time was highly interactive 
and there were many types of activities that 
helped to drive the subject matter home.  
Elliott had high expectations of all class 
participants, but he was caring and 
passionate enough to use the strengths and 
weaknesses of everyone to everyone's 
benefit -- all positively...I could go on and on.  
The content of the course taught me a lot, 
but more importantly, Elliott's style of 
teaching became the model that I still strive 
to achieve year after year.   He was the 
single most influential teacher I've ever had. 

-Contributed by Karol Skutnik 
 

Dr. Prange created an atmosphere of 

excitement and curiosity to learn more, was 
passionate and animated in the classroom, 
and encouraged learners to think and 
explore events and their consequences. 

-Contributed by Ron Cohen about his college 
20th Century Western Civilization professor 

Marv Cook, my high school Calculus 

teacher, got me excited about Math and had 
me looking forward to class every day.  He 
was so infectious with his enthusiasm and 
passion - I don't remember a thing he taught 
me, but he instilled in me a passion for 
learning and an understanding of what it 
means to get excited about pushing yourself 
intellectually.  And he was a great counselor 
and friend to boot. 

-Contributed by Chris Slemp 
 
How can you not love a rebellious nun?  

Pat Reid taught me to love work that 

was hard to do.  She taught me to believe 
in myself and my talents.  Most of all, she 
taught me to follow my heart.  Those are 
some pretty big lessons for a small town 
high school English class. 

-Contributed by Melissa King 
 

Mr. Giordano ignited an excitement in me 

for learning.  He validated me and helped me 
see value in myself in areas that I had not yet 
discovered; he created a reason for me to excel.  
Since he saw that I had no other reason, I found 
acceptable [that he] created one for me.  I 
worked harder simply to please him. 

___ 

 
Mrs. Holder believed in me, more than I 

believed in me, which inspired me to be more. 
-Contributed by Dawn Gr fiths about her 5th 
grade teacher 

 

if
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Dr. Larry E. Miller was memorable 

because he told our class, "When you 
finish this class you will not only know how 
to do research, you'll know you know."  It 
was the first time I understood the power 
of confidence, and is something I have 
carried with me since the day he said[that] 
in the fall of 1987. 

-Contributed by Jacqueline H. Smith about 
her college Research Methods professor 

 

George C. Crear's impact on my 

life is immeasurable. [When I was] a high 
school student, he shifted my entire way 
of thinking and seeing the world.  As a 
result of my time with him, I developed a 
greater world view and perspective, 
became more analytical, became more 
passionate about learning and learned the 
secret to success. 

-Contributed by Darwin Sewell 
 
In high school, I was privileged to be 
taught by a group of individuals, men and 
women, who had served and supported 
our nation in various capacities during 
World War II: teachers of the greatest 
generation.  They conveyed a positive, 
can-do attitude, opened new horizons, 
engendered a belief in country and one's 
responsibility thereto and built a spirit of 
optimism that, through hard work, 
anything could be accomplished. 

___ 

Mr. Grancelli was the first male 

teacher I encountered.  This was my first 
year in public school having spent the last 
five in a Catholic elementary school.  He 
made me feel welcome.  He developed a 
special self-study program for 2 others 
and me since we all excelled in math.  He 
was approachable, caring [and] didn't put 
on airs.  He made me want to succeed! 

-Contributed by Susan Laterra about her 
elementary school teacher 

 

Mr. Lamberson made seemingly 

difficult courses interesting, understandable 
and memorable.  He was my teacher in 
Physics, Chemistry and Electronics.  He 
was also a quasi-mentor in Mathematics 
and a model for how to be an effective 
teacher/instructor.  As a sophomore in high 
school, I had not yet chosen a career, but 
while participating in Mr. Lamberson's 
classes, it became clear that my interest 
would be in the sciences. Upon completion 
of high school, I began a successful 20-year 
naval career as a nuclear engineer, 
including the water chemistry control of a 
pressurized-water reactor.  Upon retirement 
from the U.S. Navy, I worked for two years 
as an instructor with a global computer 
training company and have been working as 
a computer consultant for five years with a 
global information services provider.  The 
impact of one single person has greatly 
affected my life and that of my family. 

-Contributed by Timothy W. Clouser 
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Homero Bayarena was 

appropriately energetic, knowledgeable, 
and inspirational. 

-Contributed by Heidi Shalom 
 

Mrs. Hedeen was my 5th grade 

teacher and she always made me feel 
smart and competent.  After elementary 
school, I continued to help with field trips 
up through my college years, just to have 
an excuse to see her.  She always asked 
for help with after school projects, and I 
always WANTED to help because it was a 
fun afternoon. 

___ 

 

David Kezner was “the man” in every 

sense: all the girls loved him and all the 
guys wanted to be him. 

-Contributed by Louis L. Vigliotti about his 
middle school Science tea her c

 
It was 5th grade and up until then, I was a 

"C" student.  Mr. Jerry Houle (I still 

call him "Mr. Houle" even 35 years later) 
was able to turn me into an "A" student 
from then on through [the rest of] high 
school.  I was always the odd kid out (no 
surprise to those who know me today).  
Mr. Houle had a way of seeking out what 
was important to me and letting me know 
that was OK.  He changed my life from 
[one of] mediocrity to [one of] success. 

-Contributed by Rick Blunt 
 

Because she was my first teacher, 

Sevim Polat made me earn a very 

rapid and highly developed reading habit. 
-Contributed by Ay’enur Topçuo’lu Akman 

 
James Simpson was the first male 

teacher that I had.  He taught History and Social 
Science in a way that made you want to learn. 

___ 

 
There are actually two teachers, a 
husband and wife team, that changed the 
direction of my life.  If not for them, I would 
never have gone to college.  They instilled 
in me a passion for teaching and the 

importance of education (I am 

currently a professor at LaSalle University).  
-Contributed about high school Music and 
English teachers 

 

She asked thought-provoking 
questions.  She encouraged 

introspection and vision of how the topic 
applied to me.  She also asked my opinion 
and respected it whether she agreed with it 
or not.  She was bubbly and remembered all 
of her students' names.  he complimented 
students when they deserved it.  She had a 
way about her when correcting an error - as 
if she wasn't really correcting you but rather, 
suggesting how the task/result could be 
achieved (not concentrating on the "you" 
factor). 

-Contributed by Joyce Davis about her college 
Humanities professor 
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My high school Algebra teacher, Mr. 
Marciano, helped me patiently with a 

subject I just couldn't grasp.  He spent 
after-school hours with me helping me in 
whatever way he could.  His kindness and 
genuine desire for my success will never 
be forgotten.  Over 40+ years ago, he 
touched my life so positively and I strive to 
emulate him. 

-Contributed by Cynthia J. Pace 
 

Steve Wise taught me everything I 

know about computers!  To this day, I give 
him credit for that.  He taught me to try 
things, check my notes for the answer 
before I begged the teacher for an easy 
answer and made me learn to be curious 
about data. 

-Contributed by Lori about her high school 
Algebra and Calculus teacher 

 
Robert Frazer, DDS was my boss.  

He practiced dentistry but spent much of 
his time sharing his knowledge with others 
in his profession, traveling across the 
country and delivering seminars.  I learned 
so many important lessons from this man: 
lessons in dentistry, but also in 
understanding and believing in people.  
He always told me I took life too seriously. 
As I have matured, I have realized how 
much of what he said was true.  He has 
impacted my life in so many ways. 

-Contributed by Rebecca Sills 
 

Mrs. Dobson taught me to like reading, 

which I didn't like before her class.  She 
made it fun, and she believed in me. 

-Contributed by Collin Kromke about his 
elementary school teacher 

 

Debbie Tuntland Waddell pushed 

me to be better than I thought I could ever 
be.  Her energy and support inspired me 
to pursue speech and debate courses. 
What do you know? I am still in the public 
speaking arena every time I step into a 
classroom to facilitate a session.  I think of 
her almost every day... 

-Contributed by Dawn Kuhn about her high 
school Speech/Debate coach 

 

Mrs. Grovenburg made me aware of 

the world and what was happening.  She 
was my 6th grade current events teacher.  I 
learned more about the presidential election 
process that year then I have since.  She 
encouraged us to track President Carter's 
cabinet [members] as they were selected.  
She provided a whole new door of amazing 
information about world events and my eyes 
were opened to learning.  I vividly remember 
the Iran hostage crisis and oil shortage of the 
70's.  Since then, I have been an avid learner 
of global current events. 

-Contributed by Cathy Hirner 
 

Greenwood made you think in new 

ways and provided a safe environment for 
practice and change. 

___ 
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Al Fleming has an incredible ability to 

motivate people to learn what they need 
and want to learn.  He taught me how to 
have learners become responsible for 
their own learning.  He had the ability to 
help you look at yourself, to stretch, to 
grow and to interact with other group 
members who were at different levels and 
stages of learning.  Al modeled the adult 
learning principles he was teaching us in 
our training of trainers program.  The 
week-long training of trainers program 
was one of the most impactful learning 
experiences I ever had - that was over 30 
years ago.  Al's ability to demonstrate how 
to create a safe environment for learning 
in a cross-cultural setting has been so 
important to me as I've gone on to work 
creating diverse learning environments.  
Al created a learning environment for 7 
people where we were so committed to 
having each of us accomplish our 
personal and professional objectives that 
our day-long sessions often weren't 
finished until midnight (by the group's 
choice and commitment to one another).  
Al was/is incredible. 

-Contributed about a trainer at work 
 

Dr. Linda Jones' ability to relate to 

and motivate her students [makes her my 
most memorable teacher]. 

-Contributed by Lisa Nall about her college 
Science Education professor 

 

Elaine Paladino's style and grace 

was the most obvious [of her 
characteristics], but she was patient and 
guiding, and truly understanding [of] how a 
creative type learned new information. 
She appreciated my viewpoint and taught 
me so much with [her] grace. 

-Contributed by Linda Marino-Hughes about 
her training development consultant 

 
Mr. McGuire was kind and understanding, 

easy to approach and always willing to go the 
extra mile to stimulate our minds.  She made 
time outside of class to work with students who 
either wanted additional information or who 
needed additional training.  She never hesitated 
to give students extra work/activities to stimulate 
their learning experience and she always gave 
feedback on the work even if she never added it 
to the grade book.  Never again in my education 
have I seen a teacher this committed to the 
inspiration of students and I now have my 
Masters and am pursuing my PhD. 

-Contributed by Michelle C. Wiley about her 
elementary school teacher 

 

Prem Rawat taught me something I 

needed to know, showed me how 
wonderful my life is, answered my most 
basic questions about life, keeps inspiring 
me after 22 years through clear, relevant, 
consistent, caring and engaging analogies 
to clarify and explain [life], is interesting 
and interested. 

___ 
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Miss Gunn gave [me] ideas for a 

science project in 5th grade when I was 
stuck, didn't know what to do, was shy 
and not very confident. 

___ 

 
This teacher and administrator was 

memorable because he allowed me 
to be who I was becoming 

instead of who he thought I should 
be...and with a sense humor.  He was also 
a consummate educator and [the reason] I 
wanted to go into education myself! 

-Contributed by Barbara Zirkin about her 
junior high school vice principal 

 

 [My most memorable teacher] inspired 
me to engage in a lifetime of fitness, 

starting with his aerobics class in college 
(running).  His approach was one of 
excitement: "Just Do It," "You Can Do It," 
"Have Fun," "Transform Yourself," "Learn 
More About It," and it was all hands-on 
(running) and gauging where you were 
and where you could go (in terms of 
fitness).  And this was after [I was] nearly 
unable to graduate high school for refusal 
to participate in gym classes that were 
militaristic and not [designed] for the 
individual.  This teacher lit a fire in me 
[that] I had not known was there!  It has 
been burning ever since. 

-Contributed by Eleni Otto 
 

Ligia was extremely sweet and it was 

wonderful to listen to her talk about the 
subject, of which she was in full 
command.  She had the most perfect 
handwriting and a lovely voice.  She was 
young, beautiful and treated us like adults, 
although we were all 16 or 17.  We never 
dared to disrupt her class because she 
was so amazing and when somebody did, 
he was hushed by the rest of the class. 

-Contributed by Reinaldo Campos about his 
high school Brazilian Literature teacher 

 

Dr. Joy Kammerling understands 

adult learners and how they want and 
need to learn.  She knows how to present 
material that grabs your attention, holds it 
and makes you want to know more. 

-Contributed by Connie Davis about her 
college History professor 

 

Mr. Anderson was inspirational: [he] 

found a way to get you to motivate yourself 
to get the most out of the course work. 

-Contributed by David Grant about his high 
school English teacher 

 

Sr. Catherine, SND made American 

History and English come alive.  She was a 
tiny person who acted as though she stood 
6 feet tall and had an enthusiasm for her 
subjects to match.  She inspired to me to do 
my best so as not to disappoint her. 

___ 
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Mrs. Scanlon could make anything 

interesting.  She grabbed your attention by 
giving you "behind the scenes" information, 
not just the cut and dry that every high school 
student must know to get through the 
course...all the nuts and bolts and 
background "dirt" on a character, an author, a 
time period, etc. 
She also showed us how the information she 
was imparting on us would actually be used 
one day (and how right she was!).  I believe 
that somewhere along the line, she was also 
a Jeopardy 5-day champion! She was not 
young or beautiful or outrageous in anyway, 
except [that] she was young in her ideas, 
beautiful in the way she respected us and 
outrageous in that she could capture EVERY 
person, no matter how different and defiant 
we may have been!  She expected you to do 
well, so you did!  TRUE STORY - I still have 
the vocabulary notebook from her class - 
Greek prefixes and suffixes.  I even used it 
when I started my own teaching career. She 
was truly an inspiration! 

-Contributed by Nancy Oltmer Wieme about 
her high school English teacher 

 

Ms. Haak inspired my love of history 

and taught me how to right a basic essay. 
-Contributed by Neil Heyden about his high 
school History teacher 

 

Bill Toneff taught me the value of 

becoming a good person. 
-Contributed by Mark Wagner about his high 
school English teacher 

Robert J. Grisson, Ph.D. took a 

seemingly very dry subject and transformed 
it into a fascinating set of problems that 
inspired me to say, "I want to be just like 
him."  I then went on to also become a 
college professor in his specialty. 

-Contributed by Irwin N. Jankovic, Ph.D. about 
his college Learning and Conditioning 
professor 

 

Mrs. D.C. Wilson was creative and 

made me feel good about my work.  I was 
motivated to do my best and looked 
forward to her feedback. 

-Contributed about a middle school teacher 
 

Mrs. Veronica deGategno opened 

this Math lover's eyes to the world of analogies 
and helped me see the vital role they play in the 
process of learning.  I had known about 
analogies for some time prior, but Mrs. 
deGategno was the first teacher to make them 
real.  I've used them with great success 
throughout my professional life, and when it 
came time to open my own instructional design 
business, I made that term the key element of 
my company's name. 

-Contributed by Jim Howe about his high 
school English teacher 

 

Mr. Anthony George was one of the 

most memorable teachers because he 
taught us that it is okay to be different and 
desire more. 

-Contributed by Roger Benn about his high 
school teacher 
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[My most memorable teacher was] 

passionate, gave me a new skill, gave 
me an atmosphere to conduct 
the skill, instilled values and provided a 

new way to look at the world, which 
helped me grow as a person.  

-Contributed by Leon Ronzana about his high 
school Choir Director 

 

She SAID something that stuck until 

today.  She DID something different from 

the other teachers. 
-Contributed about a high school Math 
teacher 

 
 

Alexander Dashnaw is responsible 

for making me the musician and Choral 
Director/teacher that I am today. 

-Contributed by John Fallon about his college 
Chorus Di ector r

 

Joanne lived every word she spoke.  If 

we thought our problems were tough, she 
always seemed to have lived through 
worse and [now] be a better person 
because of tests and trials.  She taught 
me about believing in a higher power and 
how prayer and a good attitude can 
change you.  When the heat is on, it is 
better to be wax than cement.  [She was] 
a brilliant woman with a simple approach. 

-Contributed by Amy Chorew 
 

Dr. Ruth McGaffey was a tireless, 

fearless, creative, resourceful college 
debate coach who devoted untold hours 
and emotion to students.  Ruth was a First 
Amendment expert who believed that any 
point worth making is worth debating.  She 
taught me that anything is possible. 

-Contributed by Mary Lovell 
 

Mrs. Emaline Chapman was my 

1st grade teacher in a rural Missouri 
school district and she taught me how to 
read and how to love to read.  Using 
phonics, she made good readers out of 
most of our class [members], some of 
whom were not bright at all.  Without this 
skill I could not have become what I am 
today or experienced the things I cherish. 

-Contributed by Bill Wissore 
 

Dr. Curtis Solberg taught me that 

the end in sight creates a day of focus, fun 
and purpose.  As a college sophomore, I 
was struggling.  He never told me what to 
do, or even gave me advice, but he did 
get me to think about "why" I was doing 
things...this changed my life. 

-Contributed by Jason Womack about his 
college U.S. History professor 

 

Paavo Jäppinen is the best teacher I 

know. 
-Contributed by Juha Lång about her high 
school Math teacher 
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He got me to become 
passionate about learning as a 

senior in high school when I had no 
interest in school.  He started a class 
under the English program entitled "Film 
as Literature," and for the first time, I was 
excited to attend classes.  He also took a 
personal interest in his students in a 
genuine way.  His teaching and leadership 
are what inspired me to go into the field of 
education and major in instructional 
design in college, back when it was not 
even a defined field (early 70s).  He also 
understood the challenges a young teen 
faced and openly addressed those issues, 
even when many adults wanted to sweep 
them aside and ignore them. 

-Contributed by Bill Aggen 
 

He taught me (I had no pre-

knowledge) to speak German in 
two weeks, well enough for me to 

conduct my own classes in technical 
training in German for Germans. 

-Contributed by Michael Schlegel about his 
Language Institute teacher 

 

Tom Henry George Geddis is an 

amazing character (interesting and 
enthusiastic).  [He is] one of those people 
who is able to make children feel capable 
of anything beyond their belief. 

-Contributed by Sara Woolf about her 
elementary school teacher 

 

Judith Greenwood was tolerant of 

all learning styles.  She wanted you to 
excel and made it a point to go out of her 
way to make sure you were successful. 
She encouraged you to ask questions and 
said that there were no stupid questions. 
She is the reason I got into 
teaching/training. 

-Contributed by David S. Freedman about his 
high school Latin teacher 

 

Mrs. Anjali was memorable because 

she motivated me to learn Chemistry. 
Before she became my teacher, I would 
score very low marks in this subject and it 
was very uninteresting to me.  But, after 
Mrs. Anjali taught me, I became one of the 
bright students in my class.  I started 
loving the subject and scored very good 
marks throughout high school.  The best 
part about the teacher was that she would 
explain a concept again and again until 
each student understood it.  She would 
not move to the next learning point unless 
she ensured that the first one was 
understood by all.  This she would take 
care [of] by asking random questions in 
the class.  Everyone would be prepared 
for her surprise test.  She used very 
simple language to explain complex 
concepts.  She was very focused as a 
teacher. 

-Contributed by Reecha Choudhary 
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Tom Bolger was an extremely 

knowledgeable teacher who delivered his 
subject in an easygoing and informative 
style.  His instructions were always clear 
and he had high expectations.  More 
importantly, he gave me the confidence to 
think for myself and encouraged me to be 
curious. 

-Contributed by Sean O'Leary about his high 
school Biology teacher 

 

Jim Elliott was the first elementary 

teacher that actually began to treat us as 
young adults.  Fifth grade was very 
important in that, with his teaching, I was 
able to begin to understand how vital 
education would become to me as I 
matured. 

___ 

 
 

Mr. Williams taught me my times tables 

"parrot fashion" by singing, and read me 
The Iliad and The Hobbit  in the same school 
year (3rd year of junior school): the year my 

imagination was set alight! 
-Contributed by Malcolm Cook 

 

She challenged me and asked 

questions that made me think.  I was 
never put on the spot and she made 
learning interesting; in fact, [she made it] 
fascinating! 

-Contributed about a co-teacher 

I have been fortunate to be exposed to 
many excellent teachers, in Europe and in 
the U.S. I have chosen one who worked 
against all odds - my professor in 
Theoretical Statistics at the Copenhagen 

Business School, Jorgen Kaj Olsen. 

You can imagine what it is like to be a 
popular teacher teaching Statistics.  Not 
only [was he] popular, [he was] also able 
to teach us what we needed to know 
about Statistics.  [He was] always very 
well organized, [used a] clear 
communication style, [and was] 
demanding and able to show empathy 
when we felt pushed off the field.  My level 
of [self] expectation was rather low before 
the course, but boy did I change my level 
of aspiration! 

___ 

 
He made you enjoy the act of learning.  
He taught what he loved and helped you 

see the work of Primo Levy through 

his own filter - I also love the writing of 
Primo Levy.  I actually looked forward to 
this once-a-week seminar during my junior 
year at The University of Michigan. 

-Contributed by Sarah Remijan about her 
college Italian Literature professor 

 
Don Koehler made me care about the 

things he was teaching. 
-Contributed by Jay Spitulnik about his high 
school English teacher 
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Mrs. Dickinson was my third grade 

teacher.  She read to us every morning for 
about 30 minutes (my favorite was The 
Undersea Garden about a crab and a 
lobster who stole treasures from the 
beach blankets of unsuspecting summer 
visitors and placed them in their garden 
under the sea.  Of course, there were 2 
children who interacted with the crab, 
which liked to eat their peanut butter and 
jelly sandwiches...but I digress).  She 
taught us discipline (meet deadlines, get 
homework done, etc.) and allowed us to 
be creative (remember making 
dioramas?).  She involved ALL of us in 
most activities, asked our opinions, gave 
everyone a voice and didn't disparage the 
lesser talented [students] or make anyone 
feel stupid.  She inspired me to become a 
third grade teacher, which I did.  In 
hindsight, she gave me my first lessons in 
becoming a good manager! 

-Contributed by Betty Bajek 
 

Daleen Aragon presented complex 

information in a friendly, down-to-earth 
way that made it easy to remember.  She 
is passionate about what she teaches and 
doesn't take herself too seriously.  Class 
with her was always fun.  It was she who 
made me want to teach someday. 

-Contributed by Alison Graham 
 
 

[My most memorable teacher] was a 

very friendly person. 
-Contributed by Margarida Nunes about her 
elementary school teacher 

 

Hans Olav Håkonsen [was] willing 

to share from a huge knowledgebase.  
[He] served as a mentor and created 
conditions for me to grow and develop. 

___ 

 

Harold Stolovitch got me involved and 

taught me things that enabled me to make a 
difference with the people I work with. 

-Contributed by Liliane Lessard 
 

Mr. Leach was passionate about his 

subject and made history seem so alive, 
regardless of whether it was ancient or 
modern.  I was so inspired by his love of 
history that I too majored in it. 

-Contributed about a high school teacher 

Mrs. Smith's energy and 

enthusiasm, combined with an effective 
approach to Math and Science, ignited in 
me what has become a lifelong interest in 
Math, Science, and Computing 
Technology.  In my present career as a 
corporate trainer and freelance 
instructional designer, Mrs. Smith inspires 
me to remember to find different ways to 
help different people learn. 

-Contributed by Job Rabinowitz about his 
elementary school teacher 
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He made me love the French 
language. 

-Contributed about a language teacher 
 

Donna Peed was a kind, gentle and 

compassionate teacher.  My most vivid 
memory was when she marked my 
spelling of "a lot" wrong (which was 
actually correctly).  When I went up to her 
desk to point out her error, she made me 
feel so smart for catching the error and 
actually spelling it correctly. 

-Contributed by Gretchen Hartke about her 
middle school teacher 

 

Mr. Shusterbauer was my 11th grade 

English teacher who inspired me with his 
insight on authors such as J.D. Salinger, 
William Faulkner and Toni Morrison.  [He] 
opened my eyes to so many voices in 
literature, which catapulted me into [being 
the] passionate reader [I] still [am] today. 

-Contributed by Christine Moylan Skynar 

Bill Gregory was the Workers 

Education Association tutor for South 
Wales in the UK.  He encouraged me to 
go to University. 

-Contributed by Martyn Sloman 
 

Ivan D. Cortes [was] my first English 

(as a second language) teacher.  One could 
never feel wrong about anything: she would 
always just tell you how to do better, with no 
judgment on how it was today. 

-Contributed about an elementary school 
teacher 

Dr. Robert Strozier helped all of his 

students to think for themselves and to think 
critically.  Critical thinking skills are the most 
important component of a person's lifetime 
educational experiences.  They provide one 
with the ability to inform oneself of all 
aspects of a particular topic, form an opinion 
and make well-thought-out decisions. 
Without critical thinking skills, we become 
subject to belief in often rhetorically loaded 
discourse of what others say is true; we are 
then set up to fall into the trap of being 
blindly led toward a false destiny.  No other 
skill can make up for what is lost without the 
sound foundation [of critical thinking ability]. 
Though head of the department at the time, 
Dr. Strozier worked as part of a great team 
of professors at Armstrong Atlantic State 
University that forever changed my life. 

-Contributed by Don Newman about his 
college English instructor 

 

Chip Bell [taught] the class, "Knock your 

socks off customer service."  The 
memorable part is, I went back to work the 
very next day and my behavior changed: my 
attitude and actions went from "I don't know 
where she is and it's not my job," to "I don't 
know where she is, how can I help you?"  
There was something in his stories, in his 
reasoning, that showed me how everyone 
benefits (staff and organization) when we all 
assume responsibility for the business. 

-Contributed by Steve Axelrod about his 
consultant/presenter at work 
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Mr. Henry taught Geometry and I did 

the best I've done in any subject: I 
remember getting 100% on his papers, 
quizzes and tests. 

___ 

 

Since the day my fifth grade teacher, Mr. 
Kornegay, brought a computer into the 

classroom, my life has been significantly 
changed by technology.  I knew back then 
what an impact the computer had, but never 
really imagined where I would be today!  I 
remember going home each day after 
school to work on the creation of a video 
game.  After successfully writing all the 
code, computers suddenly became part of 
my life; thanks Mr. Kornegay!  

-Contributed by Tom Clune 
 

Mr. Fechner [was the] most kind, 

professional and responsible [teacher I had].  
[He] instilled [in me] values of responsibility. 

-Contributed by Nicole Buchanan about her 
middle school teacher 

 

She encouraged me to read books 

outside of what I had been reading and 
opened my mind to a lot of new ideas by 
doing so. 

-Contributed about a middle school teacher 
 

Mr. Byrne helped people care about 

the subject. 
-Contributed by Lyn VanDeSteeg about a 
high school Musi  Theory tea her 

In History courses, Luis Barrientos 
asked students to prepare reviews for 
their next class, but not in a narrative, 
textual form; rather, [he preferred] 
conceptual maps and synopsis.  We had 
to look for the structure of the theme, for 
the most relevant points and the 
relationship between them.  As a result, I 
developed a love for logical thinking and 
went into computer sciences. 

-Contributed by Jose Antonio Espinoza about 
his high school History teacher 

 

 
Nyoka King was memorable because, 

above all else, she was inspiring and 
charismatic.  While I was under the wing of 
Nyoka's instruction, I knew by my second 
day as a new hire in her training class that I 
wanted to be a trainer just like her.  I now 
am one and I thank Nyoka for inspiring me 
and helping me to get to where I am today.  
Nyoka's passion for what she did and her 
interest in and concern for each of us in the 
class was very inspiring.  Nyoka was "strict" 
but not in the negative sense of the word.  
Nyoka never came across as cold, mean, 
uncaring, etc.  She handled all disciplinary 
[actions] in such a professional way, no one 
was ever offended.  I could go on and on, 
but my time is short.  I just wanted to show 
my appreciation to this special woman by 
letting you all know about her and how 
special and great of an instructor she is. 

-Contributed by Luke Mosley c c
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 [My most memorable teacher was] 

different from normal, exciting, alive 
and inspiring. 

-Contributed about a college Advanced 
Composition professor 

 

Mrs. Minner taught me how to teach 

myself and that learning is an action verb 
initiated by the learner. 

-Contributed by Brebda Boline about her 
elementary school teacher 

 

Shulamit Reinharz was a great 

influence on me while I was under her 
direct instruction: the subject matter 
affected not just the lens by which I 
examined the world, but also my personal 
perspective on my role within the world. 
More importantly, some of the messages 
interwoven with her teachings resonated 
later in life within unexpected contexts far 
different from those directly related to the 
area of study covered by her tutelage.  I 
recall a specific moment during a board 
meeting a solid twelve years removed 
from the collegiate environment.  There 
was chaotic discussion occurring among 
the volunteer leaders and I knew that, as 
the executive director, I had to pull in the 
reins and provide a bit of wisdom to help 
restore direction.  I could almost hear her 
voice in my head providing the insight I 
needed to pull the board room toward a 
strategic consensus. 

-Contributed by Randi S. Summer, CAE 
about a college Sociology professor 

Alyssia Sample [was] very energetic. 

[She] didn't talk down to people, [was] 
very personable and was able to motivate 
everyone in the workshop. 

___ 

 

Carla Golembe taught me the 

concepts of visual communication, or 
composition: things like the use of color, 
contrast, negative space and positive 
space, etc.  I was an eighteen-year-old 
college freshman, and I struggled to grasp 
the idea that so much thought went into 
composing a painting or photograph.  She 
was very supportive during my period of 
dissonance, which I expressed quite 
vocally.  Her patience and compassion 
paid off by semester's end, as I eventually 
gained understanding.  This was a good 
thing, as all of those concepts would 
become the foundation for the creative 
side of the film, video, photography and 
graphic arts courses I would complete 
during my degree program.  Since then, 
and now more than 20 years later, those 
concepts are inherent tools that I employ 
in so many parts of my life, whether it be 
appreciating the arts in museums and 
theaters, or in my hobbies in photography 
and improvisational theater, or even when 
I arrange the furniture in my living room. 
Friends and colleagues tell me I have an 
eye for creativity.  It is because of Carla 
Golembe that my vision is so strong. 

-Contributed by Bruce DeViller 
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Elizabeth Logan believed that I could 

accomplish great things.  She guided me 
rather than telling me what to do.  She 
was head of the Nursing Department at 
McGill University and was the first teacher 
who helped me "feel smart."  [It is] 
interesting that it took until I reached 
university to discover that in myself 
through this wonderful teacher.  

-Contributed by Gail Laviolette-Allan 

 

Mrs. Swift inspired me to read, write, 

keep trying and think: no small 
accomplishment in 1974. 

-Contributed by Eileen Flick O'Shea about her 
high school English and American Literature 
teacher 

 

Thanks to Mrs. Miller, when I travel to 

other countries or hear the international 
news, my thinking is not limited to what I see 
today.  My perceptions and opinions are 
enriched because she taught us how to look 
at other civilizations with fresh eyes.  She 
helped us realize on our own that a country's 
history, its cultural norms and the 
personalities of its leaders shape events, 
past and present.  History became more than 
dates to memorize (although we memorized 
plenty!): it became a background for every 
significant event in my world. 

-Contributed about a high school World 
Civilization teacher 

 

She made me passionate for Math and let 

me discover a real aptitude of 
mine. 

-Contributed by Luca Botturi about his high 
school teacher 

 
Mr. Bill Kinkel was a high school 

teacher and tennis coach.  In both settings, 
he expected the highest efforts from me and 
encouraged me when I was struggling to "get 
there."  He demanded that I be competitive, 
yet would not tolerate disrespect of my 
opponent.  He motivated us by example, 
modeled the kind of behavior he expected 
from us and took every opportunity to teach 
me new skills and approaches. 

-Contributed by Mark Skinner 
 

Steve Daniels makes each of my violin 

lessons an exercise in improved hopefulness 
and self-confidence.  After I play my 
prepared piece, he goes WAY beyond the 
norm in finding and elaborating specifically 
on things I did well and elements that he 
likes.  [Rather than] a perfunctory, "That was 
nice, now here's what's wrong," he spends 
several sentences thoughtfully describing 
what is good.  Then, he digs in to the 
constructive criticism, always in a helpful 
tone.  [He wastes no] time and I always, 
always, always leave with the hope that I can 
continue to improve.  He makes me want to 
go right home and play for two hours more. 

-Contributed by Margaret Elwood 
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My most memorable teacher was Dr. 
Cheng-Yin Cheng, an Analytical 

Chemistry professor, East Stroudsburg 
University, East Stroudsburg, PA.  
Dr. Cheng was the most memorable teacher, 
guide, mentor, sage, coach and, eventually, 
friend I have ever had.  He was the first 
teacher I had who displayed subject matter 
mastery, respect for all students, a clear 
vision of what would be accomplished, a 
methodical plan and execution of classroom 
and laboratory lessons and a keen sense of 
humor with an endless supply of energy, 
optimism and smiles.  He was also the 
faculty advisor of the Chemistry Club. 
During one memorable trip to an American 
Chemical Society meeting in New York City, 
he decided that it would be a good 
experience to stop in Chinatown and have 
dinner at a real Chinese restaurant.  We 
stopped in a busy restaurant.  The menu was 
in Chinese, the aroma of food was tantalizing 
and we were hungry.  At the table next to us, 
two men were arguing over who would get to 
eat the eyes of the fish that had just been 
delivered to their table.  He told us that he 
would order the food for us, one "dish per 
person, and when the food came, we would 
share the selections.  He would not tell us 
what he ordered and asked us to keep an 
open mind when the food arrived and try 
everything presented to us.  We did as he 
instructed us to do.  On the way home, I 
learned that the soup-like dish that I was very 

fond of was sea worm soup with black tree 
fungus.  Dr. Cheng's class never ended.  He 
was usually available for a discussion about 
Chemistry, world affairs, graduate school or 
Chinese culture.  He addressed all his 
students as Mr. or Miss.  He wore a tie and a 
sport coat to class.  He let us know who was 
in control, but encouraged us to add to the 
lesson at hand if we had any life experiences 
that we would share.  He was and is a 
motivational force in my life.  

-Contributed by Dr. John Scassellati 
 

Mrs. Montrachet made art something 

tangible.  She was incredibly eccentric 
and "out there" to a high school kid, but 
she took even the most common, and 
even uncommon, art and made it real to 
us.  I learned about art, but also how to 
find the beauty in most everything else. 

-Contributed by Dena R. Loverde about her 
high school teacher 

 

Mrs. Santander, a native of Madrid, 

Spain, instilled both a love of reading and a 
love of language in her very eager-to-earn 
second graders.  Each time our reading 
circle completed an assignment, she'd 
reward us by teaching us some Spanish 
phrases and songs.  We loved it!  In fact, I 
loved it so much that I knew from second 
grade on that I wanted to become a Spanish 
teacher when I grew up, and I did! 

-Contributed by Evelyn Burns 
 
 

118 



My Most Memorable Teacher  A FREE Digital Book by Elliott Masie 

 

When I was in my younger years in 
school, I never really excelled in Math.  In 
fact, most of the time I barely got by and, 
to this day, I still don't grasp complex 
mathematical processes very well.  But in 

high school, Father Horner, my 

Analytical Geometry teacher, made the 
learning fun and approached all of us in a 
way (sternly at times) that made us feel 
confident that we could do any complex 
problem, no matter what our innate 
talents. We came to believe in ourselves 
more than the Math itself. 

___ 

 

Mrs. Malloy yelled at the class, then 

cried and apologized.  She cared enough 
about us to say she was sorry and 
inspired me to want to be an elementary 
teacher for the next 10 years.  It was the 
first time I realized that 
teachers/instructors are human too and 
have emotions: we can learn from their 
experiences. 

-Contributed by Wendy Suminski about her 
elementary school teacher 

 

Malcolm McDonald brought the 

subject alive with energy, enthusiasm and 
creativity.  [He] put in the extra work to 
make things memorable.  [He was] 
inspirational! 

-Contributed about a high school English 
teacher 

 

Mr. X [said] two words: "So what?"  If I 

turned in a technically perfect essay but it 
didn't move him emotionally, he would 
give me a B and write only two words on 
the paper: "So what?"  I have never 
forgotten his encouragement to make 
writing impactful, not just clear. 

-Contributed by Todd Beck about his high 
school English teacher 

 

Mr. Nauman [maintained] that 

precious balance between commanding 
respect ([he was] intimidating at first), 
demanding the best from you (and 
knowing what your best was), yet showing 
that he cared and had a humorous side.   
He wore a jacket and tie everyday (back 
when people wore those to work) and kept 
his personal life personal, which added to 
his mystique.  He was an experienced 
teacher who had experienced life and I 
respected him; yet, he chose to teach in 
rural America at a very small high school.  
I already had a desire to teach, and he 
inspired me to choose English as my 
subject matter.  I remember him shooting 
rubber bands at us, rolling his chair across 
the room with his reading glasses on his 
nose giving us "the look" and telling me 
that "much" in Spanish was "mucho" a 
million times without getting angry.  He 
taught me to love literature and strive for 
my best. 

-Contributed by Phyllis (Shipley) Meeks 
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Norman Lumian truly cared about his 

students.  He raised the level of enthusiasm 
for the subject matter and inspired us to 
think in new and creative ways. 

-Contributed by Juris Solovjovs about his 
college American Studies professor 

 

Barbara Comstock's teaching 

was life-changing for me, helping me to 
finally recognize, accept and appreciate 
who I am. 

-Contributed by Deborah Laurel about her 
trainer at work 

 
Mr. Selleck was my Band teacher for 

three years at Merced High School in 
California.  He knew how to inspire us to do 
our best and had the respect of the more 
than 130-member band.  I still remember his 
favorite quote to this day: "The will to win is 
not as important as the will to prepare to win."  
He treated everyone with respect and was a 
true leader. 

-Contributed by Kim Jefferies 
 

Mr. Ellis Nixon was my 7th grade 

English instructor.  He had a reputation of 
being strict, but he ran his classroom with 
leadership that did not require punishment 
that other teachers used.  He was 
inspirational in his passion for teaching and 
affecting young minds.  He was a teacher I 
went back to see after my time with him was 
done, and he was a role model for me in my 
career as an educator. 

-Contributed by Chris Da is 

Ms. Jennings got me interested in 

Bookkeeping and Accounting, which 
sparked my interest in Accounting.  This 
was very intriguing considering that I was 
editor of my high school newspaper at the 
time, and that was really all I cared about 
my senior year in high school. 

-Contributed about a high school 
Bookkeeping teacher 

 
 

David Wangler inspired me to read 

more and different types of literature, and to 
open my mind to new ideas.  He was from 
out of town but still brought a costume to the 
class so he could dress up to make a point 
(and make us remember).  [He] questioned 
us so we would think about what others had 
written.  [He] maintained his own library of 
books/articles and encouraged us to 
"borrow" from it. 

-Contributed about a college Adult Education 
professor 

 
My 11th and 12th grade English teacher, 
Mr. Sean O'Connor, gave me two 

wonderful gifts.  He showed me the fun 
and power of public speaking, a talent 
which I exercise in so many ways, and 
also gave me an appetite for literature by 
introducing me to some great writers and 
demonstrating the passion of words. 

-Contributed by Kelly Grajczyk 
 

 

v
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My junior high band teacher gave me a 
priceless gift:  the ability to appreciate music.   
My musical aptitude was average at best and 
my enthusiasm for long hours of practice 

sorely lacking.  But, Mr. Carl Marsh 

somehow reached me.  He taught me 
enough of the fundamentals of music to 
allow me to recognize and appreciate good 
music, even if it's not music I personally like.   
His contribution to my public school 
education has turned out to have a much 
farther reach than just a letter grade; indeed, 
his teaching has touched and influenced the 
core of who I am today.  I cannot thank you 
enough, Mr. Marsh. 

-Contributed by Walter Fuller 
 

Mrs. Anderson taught me to love 

reading in 5th grade.  This opened a 
whole new world to me.  She read to us 
every day after lunch - it was wonderful.   
From her class, I realized I was a capable 
student who had skills and an ability to 
learn new things, independent of school.  
This was my first memory of liking school.   
Because of her influence, I got my first 
library card and began a lifelong habit of 
reading and learning.  My desire to 
become a teacher and, later, a trainer, 
was definitely influenced by this wonderful 
person.  She taught at Joseph Lane 
Elementary School in Portland, Oregon in 
the 1960s.  Mrs. Anderson, if you are out 
there, THANK YOU! 

-Contributed by Sandra Kalin 

Prasanna Acharya was the most 

helpful, caring and inspiring teacher in my life. 
-Contributed by Prasanna Sahu about a high 
school Music/Art instructor 

 
Mrs. Godfrey was always interested 

in what students had to say.  She treated 
us like thinking individuals, not just a 
bunch of people that needed facts drilled 
into their heads.  She managed to be a 
strict disciplinarian without using fear and 
stayed completely approachable.  I think 
that this is what I really appreciate about 
her.  She really took an interest in each 
student and his or her level of 
understanding in the subject she was 
teaching.  I credit her classes with 
inspiring me to want to study English 
Literature at the graduate level. 

-Contributed by Danielle Julien about her high 
school English teacher 

 

Mrs. Shrum was my fourth grade 

teacher at Robert E. Lee Elementary.  She 
shared with the class on a regular basis 
the importance of applying yourself to 
whatever you want in life.  She said that 
nothing in life is free; however, if we 
wanted it and took action to get it, it was 
obtainable.  She instilled in me that all 
things are possible and not to look to 
anybody for a handout. 

-Contributed by Mechelle Stanton 
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[My most memorable teacher was] 

encouraging, inclusive and so 
obviously sincere: an excellent role 

model for groups of teachers being students. 
-Contributed by Pam Atkins about her college 
Education professor 

 
Mr. Norbert Seynave was my 

Foreign Currency Exchange Markets 
instructor at the University of Paris, 
France.  He was a teacher and a 
businessman at heart and, more 
importantly, a true citizen of the world.  He 
had an uncanny ability to encourage us to 
open our minds to new people, new 
cultures and new business practices, 
while at the same time teaching us all 
about "Forex."  He is, by far, the most 
memorable teacher I have ever had and a 
true inspiration to me and many 
classmates. 

-Contributed by Sebastien Monnet 
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Chapter Seven 
“I have never met a teacher more 
committed to helping me and my 
classmates learn and achieve.” 
 

Miss Yvonne Amburgey (later 

Jones) believed in me before I believed in 
myself.  She invested time in me, both inside 
and outside of the classroom, on academics 
and electives, particularly Music.  I was an 
advanced student and some other teachers 
appeared to consider me a challenge (i.e., 
"she's finished with all the work, what do I do 
with her now?"). Although I was a prolific 
reader, she opened the door to interpretation 
and to critique via book reports.  She read 
aloud one hour per day and exposed me to 
authors I had never read.  And although I 
only attended that school that one year, she 
kept in touch and offered to take me on a 
college tour when I was a junior. 

-Contributed by Karen Smith-Will about her 
elementary school teacher 

 

This teacher had an absolute belief 
in my abilities.  She gave me stretch 

assignments that I worked hard to 
complete and she gave me lots of 
feedback.  She was committed to her 
work, and enthusiastic and knowledgeable 
about the subject.  She was also very 
personable and knew each student. 

-Contributed about a Nursing School 
instructo  

Mr. Robert Hershey was a very 

kind person.  He instilled a great passion 
for reading in his students.  He took the 
time to get to know all of his students and 
had the uncanny ability to connect with 
each of them.  I will never forget him.  He 
was my high school English teacher and I 
have never met another educator like him. 

-Contributed by Leslie Bussard 
 
[My most memorable teacher was] 
interested in me as a person and how 

successful I was as a learner. 
___ 

 

Ron Tate took the time to really help 

me succeed and yet, never saw his 
influence as being instrumental.  [He was] 
so humble and yet, so impactful. 

-Contributed by Joyce Stein about her 
supervisor and mentor 

 
My high school Business Education 
teacher believed in me and my ability and 

went out of her way to help me. 

She was willing to work with me over and 
above class time to help me develop my 
skills that allowed me to excel in the 
subjects she taught.  In a way, she was 
my mentor and I went on to college and 
majored in Business Education also. 

-Contributed by Kathy Rockteacher 
 
 

r
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I had Mrs. Cohen 3 times while I was 

in Elementary School: 2nd, 4th and 5th 
grades.  She was creative, funny, strict 
when she needed to be, caring and loving. 
She paid attention to her students [and] 
knew our personalities, strengths and 
weaknesses.  She pushed us to excel and 
to at least try new and different things. 
She tried to instill confidence in me when I 
had none.  She recognized my love for 
reading and arranged for me to help out in 
the library. 

-Contributed by Van White 
 
She made every single student feel as if he 
or she was the only student in the world and 
that every student was the smartest, 

brightest and best in the world. 
-Contributed by Kim Hearn about her 
elementary school teacher 

 

Peter Facos showed that he cared. 

Knowledgeable in subject matter and 
accepting of student weakness, he was the 
reason [I went] into education 45 years ago. 

-Contributed by Jim Wheeler about his high 
school English teacher 

 

Rita Stephens cared about you as an 

individual.  Not only did she take the time 
to teach you, she took the time to learn 
about you. 

-Contributed by Barrie Riddoch about his high 
school English teacher 

 

Although, I never really had a class with 

her, Dawn Moore was my newspaper 

advisor in high school. She gave me the 
guidance I needed to become the ambitious 
young lady I am today.  She had faith in my 
abilities to be a leader, mentor and editor. 
She taught me everything I know about the 
world of writing and journalism and she 
challenged me in those areas.  Although I 
did not go into that field as a career, I know 
that those fundamental skills she taught me 
will follow me throughout my whole life.  I 
think great educators are those who 
empower others to see different avenues of 
thinking and provide nurturing care that 
allows individuals to grow. 

-Contributed by Jill Hughes 
 

Lois Erickson was so generous.  She 

was the one who first taught me by example 
that she didn't have all the knowledge.  She 
never said it, but I could hear it in her 
generosity: "There's no difference between 
you and me, it's just that I've been down the 
road a little farther than you have.  You'll get 
there."  Every student's paper had a 
handwritten evaluation returned with it, of 
which she also kept a copy in case she 
needed to give someone a 
recommendation.  She taught so that more 
people could learn what she had learned, 
not to fail people or exclude them from 
entering her field. 

-Contributed by Phyllis Palmer about her 
graduate school professor 
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Mrs. Toonen, my 3rd grade teacher, 

made learning fun.  It never seemed like 
work for her or for us.  She engaged us with 
hands-on activities, related things to our age 
group and always had a positive attitude.  I 
cannot recall her ever having a bad day.  She 
made us feel like we were the most important 
class in the school and we always wanted to 
make her proud with our studies and actions, 
both in and outside of the classroom.  She 
expected the best and we all wanted to give 
that to her.  Years later, meeting her around 
town, she still recalls my year in her third 
grade class - all of the struggles and the 
achievements - details I have forgotten but 
she's remembered.  [She wears] a look of 
concern for how I'm doing and where I'm 
going in life today - she's still the teacher and 
I [am] still the student, listening and learning 
with her every word of care and concern. 

-Contributed by Ann Schuh 
 

Mr. Guske was very well-educated and 

knowledgeable, which was what I aspired to 
be.  He took the time to read my essays and 
make comments on them, and he read some 
of my work to the class as examples of good 
writing.  [His] was one of the few high school 
classes where I felt that I was succeeding. 
He was a bit of a nerd, which inspired me 
also because I was too.  He showed me that 
I could move beyond my present 
circumstances and achieve something. 

-Contributed by Karen Massetti Miller about 
her high school English teacher 

Dr. Ward Cates was my mentor, 

coach, protagonist and the illuminating force 
in my doctoral studies.  He provided the 
environment and challenges that allowed 
me to grow and see the possibilities of 
intelligent reflection. Through his example 
and guidance, I began to shape my career 
and develop my instructional design abilities 
into a valuable asset that have evolved over 
a decade. 

-Contributed by Mary Austin about her college 
Instructional Design professor 

 

Mrs. Brogan made me feel 

exceptional, and noted something unique 
about each of us. 

-Contributed by Travis Hudelson about his 
elementary school teacher 

 
When I was in grade school, I was extremely 
shy.  I was attending Catholic School and this 
shyness was made even stronger due to the 
fact that I considered the [nun's] outfits 

(habits) quite intimidating.  Sister 
Theresa made an extra effort to speak 

directly to me without making me feel 
intimidated.  She encouraged me to do 
things I was uncomfortable doing and to 
come out of my shell by making me feel 
special and valued.  She was an inspiration 
to me. 

___ 
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Mrs. Olday was my 2nd grade teacher 

who decided that I was a "late bloomer."  
She instilled the belief in my parents and 
in me that I had the capacity to be at the 
top of the class instead of the bottom.  
She directed my parents in a learning plan 
to help me catch up to the level of the 
class within the school year.  I will always 
be very appreciative of her concern and 
direction.  She instilled in me a love of 
learning that was fueled by my parents' 
continual support. 

-Contributed by Sharon Leynes 
 

I met Carol Phillips when I was in 6th 

grade and to this day (almost 20 years 
later) [we] still remain friends.  She taught 
me about the importance of acceptance 
and compassion.  She encouraged me to 
be the best person I could possibly be and 
that no matter what, [I should] always be 
real.  She constantly told me that I had the 
ability to be whatever I wanted in life and 
whatever choice I made was mine. 

-Contributed by Kim Dunn about her high 
school Physical Education teacher 

 

I moved to a new town and Diane 
Bates was my first teacher there (in 3rd 

grade).  She instantly made me feel 
welcome and accepted, which made me 
want to do well in her class. 

___ 

 

Dr. Nona Tollefson cared about her 

students and whether they really 
understood the concepts she was 
teaching.  She was always available to 
spend some extra time, if necessary, with 
individual students.  She made her 
students feel special.  She had a great 
sense of style and always looked so 
professional...a great role model. 

-Contributed by Arlie Bryant about a college 
Measurement in Education profe sor s

 

Diane Gayeski believed in me and 

saw through the barrier I had placed 
around myself.  She convinced me I could 
"do grad school."  I learned about the 
content she taught; I also learned a lot 
about me and what I wanted to really be 
when I grew up (and that it was okay to 
not [have] a final answer on that one!). 

-Contributed by William J. Ryan, PhD about 
his college Interactive Technology professor 

 

I was only 17, but Florence Silver 
didn't treat me like a high school senior. 
She showed me a deep and genuine 
respect, paying close attention to the 
inclinations of my mind and my spirit.  At a 
time when my self esteem was quite 
shaky and my personal beliefs tentative, 
she exposed me to existentialism and 
great literature - antidotes to the fury of 
adolescence.  I will never forget her. 

-Contributed by Jean Marie Johnson about 
her high school English teacher 
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Greg Spahr believed in me and 

brought out the best in me.  I achieved my 
highest goal. 

-Contributed about an athletic coach 
 

Mrs. Heart was my first grade teacher: 

an attractive, gray-haired, soft-spoken 
woman.  My first day in school, she asked 
each of us to share a song or poem.  I 
sang Found a Peanut - it was quite long 
and pretty silly, but she didn't laugh.  I 
remember her applauding when I finished. 

-Contributed by Joan McCullar 
 

Mrs. Potter was really interested in me. 

She had great confidence in my intelligence 
and abilities and told me [that] often.  She 
often engaged me in discussions that 
challenged my thinking and wouldn't let me 
make any excuses for not doing what she 
knew I was capable of doing. 

-Contributed by Susan Steele about her 
college Speech-Augmentation professor 

 

I was very shy and Mr. Amzi Barber 

went out of his way to reach out to me and 
draw me into the classroom discussions.  
He was also very supportive of me and 
concerned about my success in the 
subject.  He was kind of a rebel among 
the teaching staff, and I appreciated that. 

-Contributed by Barbara Vezos about her high 
school history teacher 

 
 

It was first grade.  It was my first school 

experience.  It was scary.  Ms. Roberta 
St. Clair saw I was having trouble 

adapting to my first days and weeks (maybe 
months?) in school.  So, she would take me 
aside and we had little in-school field trips 
while the others watched educational TV.  
When she discovered I was a quick learner 
and could read and do Math well, she gave 
me extra books and workbooks on topics 
outside of our first grade curriculum.  
Somehow, she knew what I needed and 
how to make me feel better as a student 
and as a person, both of which are 
important to young (and old!) learners. 

-Contributed by Danielle Zeedick about her 
college Computer Science p ofe sor r s

 

Mr. Been presented his subject matter 

in multiple formats so all learning styles 
were incorporated.  He recognized that I 
had untapped potential and encouraged 
me to continue my education. 

-Contributed about a high school English 
teacher 

 

It was because of Sister Lucy [that] I 

entered the education field.  She made me 
realize my potential and brought me out of 
my cocoon.  No matter what I am 
teaching, I strive to be like her. 

-Contributed about an elementary school 
teacher 
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Vernon Lords recognized that I 

existed, gave me encouragement and 
believed in my ability to achieve.  He was 
willing to spend time and help me 
understand the subject. 

-Contributed about a high school Math 
teacher 

 

Steve Cook loved to teach and it 

showed.  He took a personal interest in 
each student.  He showed us how to be 
responsible and accountable.  He was 
demanding but at the same time, gave us 
the tools to succeed.  He created an 
environment where we felt respected and 
where we learned to respect others.  I was 
just thinking about Mr. Cook yesterday.  
During a band contest, one of the flute 
player's pants started to fall down.  But, 
we had all been taught time and time 
again to carry on with our performance no 
matter what!  She kept right on marching 
and didn't stop despite the fact that she 
was losing her uniform.  Mr. Cook ran onto 
the field and helped her to the sidelines.  It 
was such an embarrassing moment, 
especially for a young teenage girl...but 
there was something about the way she 
carried on because she knew she had to, 
and the way he handled it.  You knew that 
we were not just students to him, but more 
like his children.  He was teaching us life 
lessons. 

___ 

 

During junior high, I was a bit awkward as 
a girl.  [I had] no real place to fit in and 

[was] very shy.  Mr. Wong saw 

something in me and invested his 
energies in helping bring excellence out of 
me.  Long story short, instead of ignoring 
me because I was shy, he focused more 
on me.  He encouraged me in a way that 
brought my true self out to the world.  He 
took the time to nurture my natural abilities 
that were always there but didn't know 
how to surface.  Having had bad school 
experiences previously, this was my real 
start to gaining a sense of self-confidence. 
Through his attention, I gained the 
courage to try new things like the track 
team, drama and even cheerleading when 
I went to high school.  He may not know it, 
but he was a major player in helping me 
shed that shyness shell and excel to 
where I am today. 

-Contributed by Ivy Satre about her junior high 
school Math teacher 

 

Robert Johnson truly cared about his 

students.  He would go out of his way to 
assist and help each person to learn and 
understand the material.  He would also 
make learning fun by creatively applying 
lessons and implementing incentive 
awards.  The saying, "They won't care 
how much you know until they know how 
much you care," aptly applies to this 
pivotal teacher in my life. 

-Contributed by Curtis R. Co  about his high 
school teacher 

x
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Ginger Walsh always encouraged 

and supported me, was nonjudgmental 
and fun. 

-Contributed about a high school History 
teacher and basketball coach 

 

Helmut Beulshausen is one of my 

most memorable teachers (the earliest 
one I can remember).  I had been a 
mediocre student up to 2nd grade 
because I was having difficulties accepting 
the norms until he arrived at the start of 
3rd grade.  He gave me the leeway to find 
my own style in art projects.  [For 
example,] rather than drawing realistic 
people or faces, I was able to express 
myself using collages and other formats. 
He changed the seating in our classroom 
from rows to islands of 4 students around 
a table and as a result, I guess I was able 
to apply my social skills much better.  He 
entrusted me with challenging 
responsibilities such as helping other 
students in my class.  He was 
approachable beyond the classroom, and 
I was very impressed by the fact that he 
allowed us to watch the landing on the 
moon at his home because the school did 
not have a TV set then.  The bottom line is 
that he helped to reinstate my confidence 
in the act of teaching or being taught and 
also my self-confidence at a very crucial 
time.  Things went much easier after that. 

--Contributed by Gunnar Brückner 
 

Roger Ochs could generate 

enthusiasm in a rock!  He had the 
uncanny ability to determine something 
good or some raw talent in each of his 
students and nourish that good or talent. 

-Contributed by Jennie LaBarca about her 
high school English and D ama teacher r

 
[My most memorable teacher was] very 
patient and understanding, capable of 
converting any difficult concept into 
something easy to understand, taught 
from basic principles and diagnosed 

problems through understanding 
each student before attempting to 

teach [him or her] or remedy [those 
problems]. 

-Contributed by Sharon about her high school 
Math teacher 

 

Harlan Larson was my high school 

Chemistry teacher.  He was memorable 
because he supported my passion for the 
field.  He supported it so much that he 
helped me get a paid internship while I 
was in high school.  He also treated all of 
his students with a great deal of respect. 

-Contributed by Amy Leschke-Kahle 
 

Miss Groeger had a knack for making 

each child in the class feel like the most 
important person to her.  She took the time 
to get to know her 25 kids.  Papers and 
diary entries always had personal notations. 

-Contributed about a middle school teacher 
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In 1958, my 9th grade English teacher 

tapped into my innate desire to 
read in order to get me turned on to 

English grammar (which I was struggling 
with) by introducing me to the classics of 
Russian literature (Checkov, Pushkin, 
Dostovieski, etc.).  She gave me reading 
assignments from her own copies of these 
authors' works in which she'd highlighted 
several passages.  Then, she gave me 
extra-credit assignments to rewrite those 
passages and identify the parts of the 
sentences, etc. to practice applying 
English grammar rules.  She made 
learning fun, tapped into my 
strengths/interests, and I became hooked 
on Russian literary classics.  It also helped 
me pass the course with an “A” - no small 
trick back then! 

-Contributed by Linda P. Wilson 
 

Richard Jockel taught Biology and 

showed me how plants could be more 
interesting than animals.  He organized 
the local science fairs and encouraged me 
all the way to the state level.  He directed 
the high school plays and musicals, 
igniting my passion for theatre and film.  
But, his most memorable achievement 
was instilling [in me] a great balanced love 
of both art and science. 

-Contributed by Charles Phipp  s

r

 
 

Alan Reynolds developed my 

confidence at a pivotal time in my 
boyhood. 

-Contributed by Russell Maxwell about his 
middle school teacher 

 

Miss Bracciano made learning fun 

and I felt like she cared about me 
personally. 

-Contributed about an elementary school 
teacher 

 

Dr.Sunan Solkosum can advise me 

all the time: I need her academic advice. 
-Contributed about a college Research 
instructo  

 

Mrs. Thompson brought out the full 

student: academic, personal interests, etc. 
-Contributed about a middle school teacher 

 

Mr. Tracey [was my most memorable 

teacher] because I felt he saw me as an 
individual and cared about me.  Prior to 
his class, I hated school and got into 
trouble through boredom mostly.  Mr. 
Tracey seemed to understand me.  He 
gave me responsibility and went out of his 
way to involve my parents in my 
education.  I went on to become a Primary 
teacher myself because of him. 

-Contributed by Sue Casey about her middle 
school teacher 

 
 
 
 

130 



My Most Memorable Teacher  A FREE Digital Book by Elliott Masie 

 

He had a simple way of teaching and a way 

to be attentive to every student, 
their movements and expressions, and [he] 
paid attention to [both their spoken and 
unspoken] questions.  It was very difficult to 
hide a question in my mind from him as he 
noticed it in some way and dug the question 
out from me to answer it! 

-Contributed about a high school Physics 
teacher 

 

He was a human first: academics 
came in second.  He focused on 

letting me know how important it was for 
him to see me emerge successful in life. 
Studies followed automatically. 

-Contributed about a high school Math 
teacher 

 

Joe Corcoran was interested in what 

we planned to do with our lives.  He tried 
to advise us based on his own experience 
and always tried to improve our 
performance on a constant basis. 

-Contributed about a high school English 
teacher 

 

Miles Carver was fair-minded and 

committed to helping every child achieve 
his or her potential. 

-Contributed by Li Whybrow about a high 
school English teacher 

 
 
 

Dave Stoker wasn't loud or 

particularly dynamic, but he was really in 
touch with his audience and this made him 
highly credible and effective. 

-Contributed by Jim Ellis about his college 
Educational professor 

 

Ralph Holder believed in me and was 

always patient but firm.  [He] helped me 
realize greater potential [within myself] 
than I knew.  [He] taught me [the concepts 
of] team work, depending on others and 
hard work: to never stop, even for pain. 
[He] cared about me. 

-Contributed by Douglas Mitchell 
 

Ms. Erica Podmore was the only 

teacher at the time who truly wanted high 
results for her students.  She was 
dedicated to all of us, saw our potential 
and "fed it."  She even took time out on a 
half term break to help us revise and study 
for our GCSE exams.  I remember she got 
cross at me because I scored a low grade 
on a mock exam.  I was a straight-A 
student in her class and got a D!  She 
gave me a polite bollocking.  I took it and 
got an A in my history GCSE exam!  She 
was my best teacher because she 
believed in me. 

-Contributed by Victoria Ndekwu about her 
high school History teacher 
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Jane put a huge amount of energy into 

her work and was very caring about her 
students. 

-Contributed by Peter about an independent 
trainer 

 

Louise Brock [was] a remarkable 

English teacher who believed in each 
student.  Her insight into what was 
required to be a success in life elevated 
her above all teachers.  To this day, 50 
years later, I use what she taught me.  I 
am confident that other students would 
validate what I thought and continue to 
think about this wonderful teacher. 

-Contributed by Roy Emerson about his high 
school teacher 

 

Miss Roseann Wakeham treated 

me as if I was able to do well.  She was 
the first teacher who told my mom that I 
had ambition and would be whatever I 
wanted to be. 

-Contributed about a high school teacher 
 

Phil Olson took a personal interest in 

all of his students.  He was a high school 
Music teacher in a school where almost all 
of the students were in one of his classes. 
Every day during spring, he would be 
seen carrying armloads of yearbooks 
home to sign, and each student would 
receive a rather lengthy personal 
message from him. 

-Contributed by Gary L. Engstrom 
 

Dr. Sharon MacDonald has a 

passion for two things: American History 
and learners.  In college, I became pretty ill 
and was in the hospital for 2 weeks.  While 
other professors told me just to reenroll in 
their class for the next semester, Sharon 
visited me in the hospital, brought me 
reading materials and worked out an 
extension for me to complete my course that 
semester.  Over the time of the extension, 
she worked very closely with me to make 
sure that I not only met the requirements of 
the course, but also explored educational 
opportunities, including the opportunity of 
being her Undergrad Teaching Assistant for 
the following semester.  Serving as her UTA 
is what [sparked] my initial interest in 
helping others learn and fanned it into the 
passion I have today.  A lot of who I am and 
what I do today is based upon what she did 
that semester.  I owe her a lot! 

-Contributed by Rob Stogsdill 
 

She is very accessible and helpful to 

students.  
-Contributed about a junior high school 
teacher 

 

Mrs. Gerstenecker was so excited 

about every accomplishment each student 
made.  She was fun and made learning fun. 

-Contributed about an Honors English, 
Creative Writing, Journalism high school 
teacher 
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Mr. Al Capovilla [was] an amazing 

man who loved literature and language 
(my high school/junior year English 
teacher).  I'll never forget him using 
Hamlet, Prince of Denmark to begin 
bringing me out of my shell.  I've had a 
love of that story every since.  He had me 
read it before the class, constantly 
encouraging me to use my "great 
speaking voice."  When I was genuinely 
down about life, he'd ask me, "Little 
McClellan, is someone being evil to you?" 
He'd tell me quietly to "tell them to go to 
h*ll."  He cared about us all, had a 
wonderfully defiant attitude toward those 
who'd try to belittle any of us, and was a 
true champion of knowledge.  I've always 
remembered a poster that he had in his 
room that read, "Thou hast buttered thine 
own bed, now lie in it."  The closest 
character to him that I can think of is John 
Keating (Robin Williams) in Dead Poets' 
Society.  I can't watch that film without 
remembering Mr. Capovilla.  I have no 
doubt that he was one of my earliest 
influences in developing an appreciation 
for intelligent humor.  I'll never forget Cap, 
and I know that he's changing the world 
wherever he is. 

-Contributed by Matthew McClellan 
 

Although I was only a sophomore in high 

school, he never spoke down to 
me.  In fact, I was ahead of most of the 

class, so I was one of the youngest in it and 
a bit of a geek.  But, you wouldn't know it 
from him.  He actually learned from me one 
time, telling my parents of a time when I was 
at the chalk board doing an Algebra 
problem and explaining it to the person next 
to me as I helped a classmate through the 
process.  He actually encouraged me by 
telling me that he couldn't explain it as well 
as me, and that I had helped both the 
student and him learn.  He also told my 
parents I was the most mature student he 
had ever had in his teaching career to that 
point. 

-Contributed by Ken Seemann 
 

Mr. Dick Spencer made each of us 

feel that he truly cared about us.  He knew 
who we were and how we had come to be 
in his class (under-performing potential 
high achievers – 12th grade).  All he 
wanted us to do was the best that we 
could.  I was driven to work to gain his 
approval.  Later, I would learn that I 
always had it. 

-Contributed by Ted Lobley about his high 
school English Literature tea her c

 

Gigi was a friend, not just a teacher. 
-Contributed by Luca about a high school 
Math and Physics teacher 
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Nadia was frank and honest, and unafraid 

to teach from the heart.  She was my 11th 
grade teacher [and] my grades were failing 
for the 1st time.  [I'd] always [been] a 
straight-A student, but [had started finding] 
more interest in friends than school.  She 
pulled me aside and just talked with me... 
asked how things were going, [and] all she 
said [was,] "it is normal to have activities 
outside of school but remember to balance 
your life inside and outside of school."  [It 
was] simple, but the way she did [it] had an 
impact.  [This is] a lesson that still, at [age] 
49, I share with young kids. 

-Contributed by Jeanne about a high school 
History teacher 

 

Tom Lynch gave me much freedom to 

develop and grow and utilized my 
experience and knowledge.  Tom was 
also a great sounding board for ideas and 
ALWAYS [let me know] if I was wrong 
(incorrect) in a VERY positive manner. 
Tom gave great coaching sessions that 
helped lead and direct his subordinates in 
the right direction without seeming to be 
imposing his or a specific point of view.  
He also had the courage and ability to 
admit his mistakes and concede points, 
and did not always try to rationalize or 
have “the last word." 

-Contributed about a trainer at work 
 
 

Barbara Baker cared about me: not 

just that I learned during her class, but 
that I was healthy and happy, excelled 
when I could, and felt included and 
welcomed. 

-Contributed by Barbara Baker about her 
elementary school teacher 

 

Mr. Santo Patti [was] a fair teacher 

who gave his opinions on subjects but 
noted them as opinions and presented 
both sides of arguments.  [He] 
encouraged me to go to college after high 
school rather than going into military first. 

-Contributed by Chuck Nugent about his high 
school History/Civics teacher 

 

Dr. Robert Dirks taught a lot of the 

anthropology curriculum at Illinois State 
when I was there.  You couldn't avoid him. 
Before I was in any of his classes, I heard 
horror stories: "He hates women," "He's 
really difficult," etc.  Once I had him as a 
teacher, I realized that what he really 
hated was an unprepared student.  I took 
multiple classes with Dr. Dirks, and he 
mentored me through my thesis on a topic 
he suggested: beer flavor descriptors.  We 
even went to a beer-tasting festival 
together.  He was a difficult but fair grader 
and had a wonderful teaching style!  Had I 
chosen to go on to graduate school, I am 
certain that Dr. Dirks would have helped 
me on that path. 

-Contributed by Emily 
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Mr. Payne was my 5th and 6th grade 

teacher (it was a small school).  The reason that 
he is so memorable to me is that he really cared 
about me.  I've never had a teacher who spent 
so much time with me in and outside of the 
classroom.  I also remember him going duck 
hunting before school and then bringing them 
[dead ducks] into the classroom and cleaning 
them in the sink, which turned out to be our 
Biology lesson. 

-Contributed by Robb Wolfe 
 

Mrs. Margaret Donovan inspired 

her students to reach beyond their goals 
and try new things.  She encouraged 
students to excel.  She encouraged me to 
participate in the Voice of Democracy 
speech contest.  Although I did not officially 
win, what I learned from the experience has 
followed me throughout my career in 
delivering successful presentations.  

-Contributed by Donna Lam about her high 
school English teacher 

 

Mrs. Glasser made me think and 

connect what we were doing in class to the 
real world.  She wrote letters to the editor of 
Time magazine.  She encouraged me by 
focusing on the positive.  She taught both 
Level 1 (poorest students) and Level 5 
(brightest students).  She apologized to me 
when she was out of line.  I knew that she 
cared about me as a person. 

-Contributed by Lois Haag about her high 
school Honors English tea her c

 

I left [high] school with NO qualifications.  I 
worked at McDonalds until I got the sack.  
Luckily for me, I managed to get an 
apprenticeship as a TV engineer.   

Mr. Quick was the teacher at the local 

college. He stands out for two reasons: he 
recognized my potential and exploited it by 
sharing my enthusiasm and helping me 
"learn."  My generation of TV engineers 
became PC engineers because there was 
no one else [to do that work].  I owe Mr. 
Quick a lot, [but] perhaps I owe the person 
who sacked me from McDonalds more! 

-Contributed by Gary Duffield 
 

Mr. Fratangelo was my college 

Calculus teacher.  He was laid back and 
relaxed, and made everything seem easy 
to learn.  Whenever a student got 
frustrated or couldn't grasp a concept, he 
would say reassuringly, "Oh, you can do 
it.  It's simple.  Let's start here and walk 
through it."  And somehow, it really did 
turn out to be simple! 

-Contributed by Laura Amick 
 

Mrs. Deitrich was very academically 

supportive of my growth during a very 
formulative period in my life (6th grade); 
[she] provided and supported development 
of skills I possess and use today, such as 
public speaking in large groups, leadership, 
diplomacy, etc.  [She] challenged my 
development with opportunities. 

-Contributed by Thomas Roeser

135 



My Most Memorable Teacher  A FREE Digital Book by Elliott Masie 

 

Datta Kaur Khalsa was the final 

facilitator for my Adult Education Master's 
program at the University of Phoenix Online 
and she embodied everything that creates a 
successful online learning environment.  Her 
feedback was timely and constructive.  She 
contributed to the threaded discussions in 
ways that made us consider other options, 
and she supported our thoughts and ideas 
throughout the course. 

-Contributed by Deborah Nugent 
 

Helen Griffith took a real interest in 

me.  She understood my needs as a first-
grader who knew more than most of the 
other class members, and instead of just 
pushing me aside, [she] encouraged me 
to learn more and interpret more of what I 
already knew.  She encouraged [me to 
develop] a new perspective and gave me 
a great foundation for school.  I have 
always been the eternal student and I 
credit my 1st grade teacher for giving me 
that great start. 

-Contributed by Karen Tidler 
 

Dijkstra [was a] great mentor and active 

in after-school activities. 
-Contributed about a high school Gymnasti s 
coach 

c

 

Flo Cross [is my most memorable 

teacher because she] was so down-to-
earth and forgiving. 

-Contributed about a high school English 
teacher 

Mrs. Wemmerus helped me see my 

best traits and encouraged me to be the 
best I could be during my 4th grade year.  
I grew that year to be the tallest kid in the 
school and she was also very tall.  She 
helped me deal with personal image 
issues and navigate the self-conscious 
years of middle school.  Her influence was 
significant in me becoming a teacher and 
succeeding during my teenage years. 

___ 

 

Professor Chisnell taught Anglo-

Saxon in graduate school.  Not only did he 
make a difficult subject manageable, but 
he also treated all students with great 
respect and dignity, making the classroom 
a secure environment for learning and 
truly a place that "raised us up."  After all 
these years, the memory of being a 
student under that particular teacher 
stands apart. 

___ 

 

Mr. Bell was the most kind, 

approachable and patient person I ever 
met.  When I had a problem and I went to 
him for help, he made me feel comfortable 
in asking questions.  He ensured that I 
walked away understanding the problem 
and how to solve it on my own. 

-Contributed about a high school Science 
teacher 
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(Aunt) Della Matherne was my 

teacher for 1st and 2nd grade at Bourg 
Elementary in the rural bayou country in 
South Louisiana.  Aunt Della was very 
loving and affectionate towards her 
students and yet, she strictly enforced the 
classroom rules.  She allowed my 
classmates to call her "Aunt Della" as I 
did.  She encouraged us to do our very 
best in our academic work and as good 
citizens to each other.  Aunt Della taught 
and lived by the golden rule. 

-Contributed by Joni Matherne Catanzaro 
about her elementary school teacher (and 
aunt) 

 
He made every student feel special and 

capable of excelling.  His humor 

and down-to-earth way of relating to 
students made the class fun and took 
away the fear of failure. 

-Contributed by Joanne Clevenger about her 
high school Biology teacher 

 

Ms. Betty Ganas was my Math 

teacher in 7th and 8th grade.  She spoke 
to and treated us not as children, but 
young adults.  I remember vividly at the 
end of 8th grade having a fight with 
several of my closest friends and she 
spoke to us, stressing the importance of 
friendship, how to overcome obstacles, 
solve problems (not just Math!) and move 
forward as we got older. 

-Contributed by Richard T. Ledone 
 

This person wasn't a teacher or trainer as 

such, but a manager who also became 
a mentor.  He was memorable because 

he filled me with self-confidence by 
showing me that he believed in my ability. 
He also had a gentle influencing style, 
which enabled him to share the benefit of 
his experience without making me feel 
that I was being "told" what to do.  This 
person is no longer my manager, but 
continues to be a mentor in terms of his 
great experience and the care and respect 
that he shows for other people. 

___ 

 
[My most memorable teacher had] 
amazing coaching skills and really 

transformed me from a shy individual 

with potential to a more confident, high 
performer. 

-Contributed by Lucy Ellis 
 

I was a very shy girl in 2nd grade.  Judy 
Graner took a special interest in me and 

encouraged me to fully participate in all the 
class activities.  I remember we played a 
flash card game where you had to shout out 
the answer before the other person to move 
ahead.  I was very competitive and wanted 
to win, but she wouldn't count my answer 
unless I really shouted it out (she would tell 
me to yell like I was yelling at my brothers).  
She really helped build my self-confidence. 

-Contributed by Kathy Slattengren 
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First and foremost, Molly Dickenson 
believed in me as a person and that I had 
enormous potential.  I would have walked 
over broken glass for her.  She taught me 
about life and business as well as the 
piano lessons she was paid for.  She 
taught me from age 7 to 20 and was one 
of the most important people in shaping 
who I am [today]. 

-Contributed by Elizabeth Valentine about he  
middle school teacher 

r

 

Michael Rawlings' strength [was] 

as a communicator.  His message was 
that we are valued, we have tremendous 
potential, our opinions count and that he 
had faith in us. 

___ 

 

Michael Stelnicki knew his stuff 

inside and out.  I could always get 
direction [from him] on the things I 
struggled with in the field. 

-Contributed about a college Cognitive 
Psychology instructor 

 

I had Mrs. Niclario for 3rd and 4th 

grade.  She took the time to make 
everyone of us feel special.  She would 
also spend time with the slower students 
to ensure they "got it right." 

-Contributed by Robert J. Perry 
 

Rama Pateriya is a good person. 
-Contributed by Anita about her trainer at work 

 

When I was in first grade, I was burned in 

a fire.  Mrs. Hanson visited me every 

day and tutored me to make sure I did not 
fall behind. 

-Contributed by Ed Cohen 
 

Mrs. King was the first teacher I had 

experienced who really taught me that "I 
can do anything."  In her class, everyone 
was part of the group and everyone was 
[an] individual.  She saw [that] each 
person had special, unique qualities and 
huge untapped potential.  She was my 
coach, supporter, teacher and mentor. 
She made a difference in my life and the 
way I thought about myself. 

-Contributed by Cathy Favre about her 
elementary school teacher 

 
During my high school years in the early 
70's, being "Mexican" (now [the] politically 
correct "Hispanic") and raised in a family 
of 11 while living in a typical white 
suburban neighborhood, trying to fit in, 
was a bit challenging.  From the day I met 

my high school English teacher, Mr. Jim 
Robinson, I met a true friend.  He saw 

behind the racial barriers and looked at 
me for just being me.  Now some 30+ 
years later, and having just graduated with 
a Master's Degree, I still remember this 
man and the impact he's had on my life. 

___ 
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I remember Miss Fannie B. 
McClure, my 1st grade teacher, mainly 

because of her kindness.  She prepared us 
for the sometimes scary yet fascinating new 
world ahead.  She would gently encourage 
me to try new things while allowing me to 
grow at my own pace.  She was there with a 
hug for my scraped knee or a soft correction 
if I needed calming.  I am now middle-aged 
and I still correspond with Miss McClure, as 
do a significant number of her former 
students.  Though time and distance exist, I 
can still hear her voice distinctly in every 
card and letter I receive.  As a teacher, she 
simply had the touch of love.  As a human, 
she continues to provide love and caring 
through her writings.  She has always 
shown me that love is a good foundation on 
which to build your life. 

-Contributed by Karen Ammons 
 

Actually, Mrs. Ptaschnik was my 

elementary school principle.  With 300 
students in the school, she knew everyone 
by name.  She personally added her own 
comments to each report card, in addition to 
the teachers' comments.  She believed in 
every student's ultimate potential and 
encouraged everyone's best efforts. 

-Contributed by Daniel Feldman 

 
Atale Mam loved me like her own kid: 

[she] taught me to walk through life. 
-Contributed by Mayur about an elementary 
school teacher 

Mr. Kirsten believed in me: he thought 

I was special and that I had potential, and 
made me believe this as well. 

-Contributed by Tertia about a middle school 
teacher 

 

Each student felt special with Mrs. 
Crucita Sanchez; [she] taught us to 

accept others' differences. 
-Contributed by Felix about his elementary 
school teacher 

 
In a village school where I studied, 

Swadesh Ranjan Dutta was the 

only person I found who was concerned 
with the overall grooming of a student. 

-Contributed about a high school teacher 
 

Mrs. Piper read to us almost everyday 

from a good book.  I believe she made 
every student feel that they were bright, 
special and that they had something to 
contribute to class.  She cared. 

-Contributed by Charles McGinnis about his 
elementary school teacher 

 

Mr. Connors took an interest in me as a 

person, assessing my learning style, 
acknowledging my challenges and always 
[encouraging me to stretch] to achieve my full 
potential.  Bottom line, he believed in me and 
adjusted his teaching style to motivate and 
challenge students to learn. 

-Contributed by Michael Diehl about his 
elementary school teacher 
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